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AUTHOR'S DECLARATION. 



There are some people in the world so mis- 
chievous as not to read a work without applying the 

• 

vicious or ridiculous characters it may happen to 
contain to eminent or popular individuals. I protest 
publickly against the pretended discovery of any such 
likenesses. My purposewas to represent human life 
historically as it exists: God forbid I should hold 
myself out as a portrait-painter. Let not the reader 
then take to himself public property; for if he does, 
he may chance to throw an unlucky light on his own 
character: as Pheedrus expresses it, Stult^ nudabit 
aninU cansciefitiam. 

Certain physicians of Castille as well as of France, 
are sometimes a little too fond of trying the bleeding 
and lowering system on their patients. Vices, their 
patriips, and their dupes, are of every day's oecur- 

vo|« I. B 



rence. To be sure, I have not always adopted Span- 
ish manners with scrupulous exactness; and in the 
instance of the players at Madrid, those who know 
their disorderly modes of living may reproach me 
with softening down their coarser traits: but this I 
have been induced to do from a sense of delicacy, 

and in conformity with the manners of my own 
country. 



GIL BLAS TO THE READER. 



Reader ! hark you, my friend! Do not begin the 
9toiy of my life'till I have told you a short tale. 

Two students travelled together from Penafiel to 
Salamanca. Finding themselves tired and thirsty, 
they stopped by the side of a spring on the road. 
While they were resting there, after having quenched 
their thirst, by chance they espied on a stone near 
them, even with the ground, part of an inscription 
in some degree effaced by time, and by the tread of 
flocks in the habit of watering at that spring. Hav- 
ing washed the stone, they were able to trace these 
words in the dialect of Castille; Aqui eitd encerrada 
el alma del Itcendado Pedro Garcia^, ''Here. lies 
interred the soul of the licentiate Peter Garcias.'' ' 

Hey-day ! roars out the younger, a lively, heedless 
fellow, who could not get on with his deciphering for 
laughter: This is a good joke/ indeed ! "Here lies in- 
terred the soul.". ... A soul interred !....! should like 
to know the whimsical author of this ludicrous epi- 
taph. With this sneer he got up to go away. His 
companion, who had more sense, said within himself; 
Underneath this stone lies some mystery; I will stay 

B 2 



and see die end of il. AceordiDglf , lie let hb com- 
depoDt, and wi&CMt Ion of time began digging 
about die itone widi loi knife lill lie got it up. 
UsMier it lie foond a pane of kadier, containing an 
^wKMM/dred dncats, widi a card on ubidi iras written 
ivoids in Latin: ^ Wboerer dioa azt wbo bast 
§^ enoogb to discover die meaning of die inacriptiony 
f s^ppoin^^^ee my lieir,indieliopedioaiiiltniake a 
^^^tjbex nae of my fertnne dan I lunre donef Tbe 
y^^aft^ent, ootof biswitsatthediaeov ei y, m pl a e ed die 
^^,£>sie in i^ fonnor position, and set oot again on die 
^^lam^'i'^^ road widi tbe soot of tbe ^^^'''^tiati* in bis 



^€f^9 my good friend and render, no matter wbo 

aire, yon mast be like one or die odier of diese 

_ stndents. If yon cast your eye over my adven- 

^^res widiont fixing it on die morsd concealed under 

-clmein, yo« ^^ derive very litde benefit finmn tbe x>ent- 

,^3l: bnt if you read witb attention you will find diat 

^nixtarc of the usefid witb &e agreeable, so 

^iiUy prescribed by Horace. 
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BOOK THE FIRST. 

CHAPTER THE HBST. 

The birth dnd education of Gil Bias. 

A<lY father, Bias of Saatillane, after having borne 
arms for a long time in the Spanish servicey retired 
to his native place. There he married a chamber- 
maid who was not exactly in her teens, and I made 
my debut on .thi^ stage tsa months after marriage. 
They afterwards went to live at Oviedo, where my 
mother got into service, and my father obtained a 
situation equally adapted to his capacities as a squire. 
As theu' wages vrete their fortune, I might have got 
my education as I could, had it not been for an uncle 
of mine in tiie town, a canon, by name Oil Perez. 
He wfui my mother's eldest brother, and my god- 
father. Figure to yourself a litde fellow, three feet 
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and a half high, as fat as you can conceive, with a 
head sunk deep between his shoulders, and you have 
my uncle to the life. For the rest of his qualities, he 
was an ecclesiastic, and of course thought of nothing 
but good living, I mean in the flesh as well as in the 
spirit, with the means of which good living his stall, 
no lean one, provided him. 

He took me home to his own house from my infan- 
cy, and ran the risk of my bringing up. I struck 
him as so brisk a lad, that he resolved to cultivate 
my talents. He bought me a primmer, and under- 
took my tuition as far as reading went: which was 
not amiss for himself as well as for me; since by 
teaching me my letters he brushed up his own learn- 
ing, which had not been pursued in a very scholastic 
manner; and, by dint of application, he got at last to 
read his breviary out of hand, which he had never 
been able to do before. He would have been very 
glad to have taught me Latin, to save expense, but, 
alas! poor Gil Perez! he had never skimmed the first 
principles of it in the whole course of his life. I 
should not wonder if he was the most ignorant mem- 
ber of the chapter; though on a subject involving at| 
many possibilities as there were canons, I presume 
not to pledge myself for any thing like certainty. To 
be sure, I have heard it suggested, that he did aot 
gain his preferment altogether by his learning: but 
that he owed it exclusively to the gratitude of some 
good nuns whose discreet factor he had been, and 
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who had credit enough to procure him the order of 
priesdiood without the troublesome ceremony of an 
examination. 

He was obliged therefore to place me under the 
correction of a master, so that I was sent to doctor 
Godinez, who had the reputation of being the most 
accomplished pedant of Oviedo. I profited so well 
under his instructions, that by the end of five or six 
years I could read a Greek author or two, and had 
no yery inadequate conception of the Latin poets. 
Besidei^ my classical studies, I applied to logic, which 
enabled me to become an expert arguer. I now fell 
in love with discussions of all kinds to such excess, 
that I stopped his majesty's subjects on the high 
road, acquaintance or strangers, no matter! and pro^ 
posed some knotty point of controversy. Sometimes 
I fell in with a clan of Irish, and an altercation never 
comes amiss* to theml That was your time, if you are 
fond of a battle. Such gestures! such grimaces! 
such contortions! Ouf eyes sparkling, and our 
mouths foaming! Those who did not take us for what 
we* affected to be, philosophers, must have set us 
down for madmen. 

But let that be as it will, I gained the reputation 
6f no small learning in the town. My uncle was 
deUghted, because he prudently considered that I 
riiould' so much the sooner cease to be chargeable tq 
him. Come, here, Gil Bias, quoth he one day, you 
are got to be a fine fellow. You are past seventeen, 



8 GIL BLAS. 

and a clever lad : you must bestir yourself, and get 
forward in the world. I think of sending you to the 
university of Salamanca: with your wit, you will 
easily get a good. post. I will give you a few ducats 
for your journey^ and my mule, which will fetch teil 
or twelve pistoles at Salamanca, and with such a 
sum at setting out, you will be enabled to hold up 
your head tUlyou get a situtttion. 

He could not have proposed to me any thing more 
agreeable : for I was dying to see a little of life. At 
the same tikne, I was not such a fool as to betray my 
sfittisfaction ; and when it came to the hour of part- 
iQg> by the sensibility I discovered at taking leave of 
my dear uncle, to whom I was so much obliged, and 
by calling in the stage e£fect of grief, I so softened 
the good soul, that he put his hand deeper into his 
pocket than he would have done, could he have pried 
into all that was passing in the interior of my hypo- 
critical little heart. Before my departure I took a 
last leave of my papa and mamma, who loaded me 
with an ample inheritance, of good advice. They 
enjoined me to pray to Qod for my uncle, to go ho- 
nestly through the world, not to engage in any ill, 
and, above all, not to lay my liands on other people's 
property. After they had lectured me for a good 
while they made me a present of their blessing, 
which was all my patrimony and all my expectation. 
As soon as I had received it, I mounted my mule, 
and saw the outside of the town. 
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CHAPTER IL 

OU Bias* alarm on his road to Pegnaflor; his advent 
tares on his arrioaiin that town ; and the character 
of the men with whom he supped. 

Here I am, then, on the other side of Oyiedo, on 
the road to Pegnaflor, with the world before me, as 
yet my own mastery as well aji master of a bad mule 
and forty good ducats, without reckoning on a little 
supplementary cash purloined from my much-ho- 
noured uncle. The first thing I did was to let my 
mule go as the beast liked, that is to say, very lazily. 
I dropped the rein, and taking out my ducats, began 
to count them backwards and forwards in my hat 
I was out of my wits for joy, never having seen such 
a sum of money before, and could not help looking 
at it and sifting it through my fingers. I had counted 
it over about the twentieth time, when all at once 
my mule, with head raised and ears pricked up, 
stood stock still in the middle of the high road. I 
thought to be sure something was the matter ; looked 
about for a cause, and perceiving a hat upon the 
ground, with a rosary of large beads, at the same 
time heard a lugubrious voice pronounce these 
words : Fray, honoured master, have pity on a poor 

b5 
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maimed soldier ! Please to throw a few small pieces 
into this hat ; you shall be rewarded for it in the 
other world. I looked immediately on the side 
whence the voice proceeded; and saw just by a 
thicket, twenty or thirty paces from me, a sort of a 
soldier, who had mounted the barrel of a confounded 
long carbine on two cross sticks, ^nd seemed to be 
taking aim at me. At a sight which made me trem- 
ble for the patrimony of the church committed to my 
care, I stopped short, made sure of my ducats, and 
taking out a little small change, as I rode by the hat, 
placed to receive the charity of those quiet subjects 
who had not the courage to refuse it, dropped in my 
contribution in detail, to convince the soldier how 
nobly I dealt by him. He was satisfied with my 
liberality, and gave me a blessing for every kick I 
gave my mule in my impatience to get outofhis 
way ; but the infernal beast, without partaking in the 
slightest degree of my impatience, went at the old 
steady pace. A long custom of jogging on fair and 
softly under my uncle's weight had obliterated every 
idea of that motion called a gallop. 

The prospect of my journey was not muclr im* 
proved by this adventure as a specimen. I consi- 
dered within myself that I had yet some distance to 
Salamanca, and might, not improbably, meet with 
something worse. My uncle seemed to have been . 
very imprudent' not to have consigned me to the care 
of u muleteer*. That, to be sure, was what he ought 
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to have, done ; but his notion was, that by giving me 
his^ mule my journey would be cheaper ; and that 
entered more into -his calculation than the dangers 
in which I might be involved on the road. To 
retrieve his error, therefore, I resolved, if I had the 
good luck to arrive safe at Pegnaflor, to offer my 
mule for. sale, and take the opportunity of a muleteer 
going to Astorga, whence I might get to Salamanca 
by a similar conveyance. Though I had never been 
out of Oviedo,. I was acquainted, with the names of 
the towns through^ which I was to pass ; a species<of 
information I took car^ to procure before my setting 
out 

I got safe and sound to Pegnaflor, and stopped at 
the door- of a very decent-looking inn. My foot was 
scarcely out of the stirrup before the landlord was 
at my side, overwhelming me with public-house 
civility. He untied my cloak-bag, with his ' own 
hands, swung it across his shoulders, and ushered 
my honour into a room, while one of his men led my 
mule • to the stable. This landlord, the most busy 
prattler of the Asturias, ready to bother you imperti- 
nendy about his own concerns, and, at the same 
time with a' sufficient portion of curiosity to worm 
himself into the knowledge of yours, was not long it 
telling me that his name was Andrew Corcuelo ; that 
he had seen some service as a serjeant in the army, 
which he had quitted fiil^n months agd, and married 
a gurl of Castropol, who, though a little tawney or 
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SO, knew how to make both ends meet as well as the 
best of them. He told me a thousand things besides 
which he might just as well hare kept private. 
Thinking himself entitled, after this yoluntaiy confi- 
dence, to an equal share of mine, he asked me in a 
breath, and without further preface, whence I came, 
whither I was going, and who I was. To all this I 
felt myself bound to answer, article by article, be- 
cause though rather abrupt in asking them, he 
accompanied each question with so apologetic a 
bow, beseeching me with so submissive a grimace not 
to be offended at his curiosity, that I was drawn in to 
gratify it whether I would or no. Thus by degrees 
did we get into a long conversation, in the course 
of which I took occasion to hint, that I had some 
reasons for wishing to get rid of my mule, and travel 
under convoy of a muleteer. He seemed on the 
whole to approve of my plan, though he could not 
jprevail with himself to tell me so briedfly ; for he intro* 
dttced his remarks by descanting on all the possible 
and probable mischances to which travellers are 
liable on the road, not omitting an awkward story 
now and then. I thought the fellow would never 
have done. But the conclusion of the aigument was, 
that if I wanted to sell my mule, he knew an honest 
jockey who would take it off my hands. I be^;ed 
he would do me the favour to fetch him, which was 
no sooner said than done. 
On his return he introduced the purchaser, with a 
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high eacomium on his integrity. We all three went 
into the yard, and the mide was brought out to show 
paces before the jockey, who set himself to examine 
the beast from head to foot. His report was bad 
enough- To be sure, it would not have been easy 
to make a good one; but if it had been the pope's 
miile, and this fellow was to cheapen the bargain, it 
would have been just the same : nay, to speak with 
all due reverence, if he had been asked to give an 
opinion of the pope's great toe, from that disparaging 
habit of his, he would have pronounced it no better* 
than the toe of any ordinary man. He laid it down 
therefore, as a principle, that the mule had all the 
defects a mule could have : appealing to the landlord 
for a confirmation of hm judgment, who, doubtless, 
had reasons of his own for not controverting his 
friend 8 assertion. Well I says the jockey, with an 
air of indifference. What price have you the con- 
science to ask for this devil of an animal ? After 
such a. panegyric, and master Corcuelo's certificate, 
whom I was fool enough to take for a fair-dealing 
man and a good judge of horseflesh, they might have 
had the mule for nothing. I therefore told the dealer 
that I threw myself on his mercy : he must flBUr his 
own sum, and I should expect no mofe. On this, 
he began to affect the gentleman, and answered that 
I had found out his weak side when I Wt it to his 
honour. He was right enough in thaii Hb honour 
was his weak side ! for instead of bidding up to my 
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uncle*s estimate of ten or twelve pistoles, the rascal 
had the impudence to offer three ducats, which I 
accepted with as light a heart, as if I had get the 
best of the bargain. 

Having disencumbered myself of my mule io so 
tmlesman-like a manner, I went with my landlord 
to acarrier who was to set out early the next morn- 
ing for Astorga, smd engaged to call me up in time* 
When we had settled the hire of the mule, as well as 
the expenses on the road, I turned back towards the 
inn with Corcuelo, who, as we went along, got into 
the private history of. this muleteer. When I had 
been pestered with all. the tittle-tattle of the town 
about this fellow, the changes were just beginning 
to. ring on some new subject; but, by good luck, a 
pretty-looking sort of a man very civilly interrupted 
my loquacious friend; I 1^ them together, and 
saunterediOn, without the slightest suspicionx)f being 
at all concerned in their discourse. - 

I ordered supper as soon as I got to the inn. It 
was a fish day : but I thought eggs were better suited 
to my finances. While they were getting ready I 
joined in.conversation with the landlady, whom I had 
not seen before. She^eemed apretty piece of goods 
enough, and such a stirringbody, that I should have 
concluded, if her husband had not told me so, her 
tavem must have • plenty of custom. The moment 
the omelet was servedmpi sat down to table by my- 
self, and had scarcely^tthe xelish.of it, when my 



GIL BLA». 15 

landlord walked in, followed by the man who had 
stopped him in the street. This pleasant gentleman 
wore a long rapier, and might, perhaps^ be about 
thirty years of age. He came up to me in the most 
firiendly manner possible. Mr. Professor, says he, 
I have- just now heard that you are the renowned 
Gil Bias of Santillane, that ornament of Oviede and 
luminary of philosophy. And do my eyes behold 
that very greatest of all great scholars and wits, 
whose reputation has run hither so fast before him ? 
Little do you think, contixiues he, directing his dis^ 
course to the landlord and landlady, little do you 
imagine, I say, what good luck has befallen you. 
Why you have got hold of a treasure. In this young 
gentleman you behold the eighth wonder of the 
world. Then running up and throwing his arms 
about my neck. Excuse me, added he; but worlds 
would not bribe me to suppress the rapturous emo- 
tions your honoured presence has excited. 

I could not answer him so glibly as I wished, not 
80 much for want of words as of breath; for he 
hugged me so tight that I began to be alarmed for 
my wind:-pipe. As soon, however, as I had got ray 
head out of durance, I replied, signer cavalier, I had 
not the least conception thai my name was^kaown at 
Pegnaflor. Known? resumed he in the same pom- 
pous style; we keep a register of all great persons 
within a circuit of twenty leagues round us. You 
have the character of a prodigy here ; and I have not 
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a shadow of doubly but one day or other Spain wilt 
be as proud of numbering you among her rare pro* 
duciions, as Greece of having given birth to her seven 
wise men. This fine speech was followed as before ; 
and I really began tb think that with all my classical 
honours I should at last be doomed to share the fate 
of Antseus. If I had been master of ever so little 
expenence, I should not have been the dupe of his 
rhodomontade. I must have discovered him by his 
outrageous compliments, to be one of those parasites 
who swarm in every town^ and get into a stranger's 
company on his arrival, to appease the wolf in their 
stomachs at his expense ; but my youlh and vanity 
tempted me to draw a quite opposite conclusion. 
My ^mirer was very clever in my eyes, and I asked 
him to. supper on the strength of it. Ohi most wil- 
luigly, criedihe : with all my heart and soul. My 
fortunate star predominates, now that I have tl^ 
honour of being in company with the illustrious Gil 
Bias of Santillane, and I shall certainly make the 
most of my good, fortune as long as it lasts. My 
appetite is rather delicate, but I will just sit down 
with you by way of being sociable, and if I can swal- 
low a bit ! only just not to look sulky ; for we philo- 
sofdiers are careless of the body. 

These words were no sooner out of his mouth, than 
my panegyrist took his seat opposite to me. A cover 
was laid for him in due form and order. First he fell 
on the omelet with as much perseverance as if he 
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had not tasted food for three whole days. By the 
eoo^acency with which he eyed it I was morally 
certain the poor pancake was at death's door. I 
therefore ordered its heir-appuent to succeed; and 
the business was dispatdied with such speedy that 
the second made its appearance on the table, just as 
we ; — no :«•! beg pardon ; —just as he had taken the 
last lick at its predecessor. He pressed forward the 
main business however with a diligence and activity 
proportioned to the importance of the object he had 
in view : so that he contrived to load me with pane- 
gyric on panegyric, without losing a smgle stroke in 
the pn^ess of mastication. Now all this gave me 
no slender conceit of my pretty little self. When a 
man eats, he must drink. The first toast of course 
was my heaUh. The second, in common civility, 
was my father and mother, whose happiqpss in having 
such an. angel of a son,- he ^eould not sufficiently 
envy or admire. All this while he kept filling my 
glass, and challenging me to keep pace with him. 
It wa6 impossible to be backward in doing justice to 
such ezcdlent toasts and sentiments : the compli- 
mients with which they were seascmed did not come 
amiss ; so that I got into such a ccmvivial.mood, at 
obsensing our second omelet to disappear not insen- 
sibly, adjust to ask the landlord if he could not find 
us a little bit of fish. Master Corcuelo, who to all 
appearance played booty with the parasite,* told me 
be had an excellent trout ; but those who eat him 
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must pay for him. I am afraid he is meat for you^ 
masters. Meat for our masters ! exclaims my very 
humble servant in an angry tone of voice : &at is 
more than you know, my friend. Are you yet to 
learn that the best of your larder is not too good fot 
the renowned Gil Bias of Santillane ? Go where hd 
will, he is fit to table with princes, 

I was very glad that he took up the landlord'^ last 
expression ; because if he had not, I should, I felt 
myself a little hurt at it, and said to Corcuelo with 
some degree of hauteur : Produce this trout of yours^ 
ctnd I will take the consequences. The landlord^ 
who had got just what he wanted, set himself to 
work, and served it up in high order. At the first 
glance of this third course I saw such pleasure spark* 
ling in the parasite's eyes, as proved him to b& of a 
Very complying temper ; just as ready to do a kind^ 
oess by the fish, as by those said eggs of which he 
had given so good an account. But at last he wa» 
obliged to lay down his arms, for fear of accidents ; 
as his magazine was crammed to the very throat,^ 
Having eaten and drank his fill, he bethought him of 
putting a finishing hand to the farce. Master Gil 
Bias, said he, as he rose from table, I am too well 
pleased with my princely entertainment, to leave yott 
without a word of advice, of which you seem to stand 
in- much need. From this time forward be on your 
guard s^ainst extravagant praise. Do not trust men; 
^ you know them. You may meet with many ano- 
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liier man, who, like me^ may amuse himself at your 
expence, and perhaps carry the joke a little further. 
But do not you be taken in a second time, to believe 
yourself, on the word of such fellows, the eighth 
wonder of the world. With this sting in the tail of 
his farewell speech he very coolly took his leave. 

I was as much alive to so ridiculous a circum* 
0tance, as I have ever been in after-life to the most 
severe mortifications. I did not know how to recon- 
cile myself to the idea of having been so egregiously 
taken in, or, in fact, to the lowering of my pride. 
So, so! quoth I, this rascal has been putting his tricks 
upon travellers, has he? Then he only wanted to 
pump my landlord! or more likely they were both in 
a story. Ah ! my poor Gil Bias, thou hadst better 
hide thy silly head ! To have suffered such knaves as 
these to turn thee into ridicule! A pretty story they 
will make of this! It is sure to travel back to Oviedo: 
and will give our friends a hopeful prospect of thy 
success in life. The family will be quite delighted 
to think what a blessed harvest all their pious advice 
has produced. There was no occasion to preach up 
morals to thee; for verily thou hast mqre of the dupe 
than the sharper in thy composition. Ready to tear 
my eyes out or bite my fingers off from spite and 
vexation, I locked myself up in my chamber and 
went to bed, but not to sleep; of which I had not got 
a wink when the muleteer came to tell me, that he 
only waited for me to set out on his journey^ I got 
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up M expeditiously a» I could; andwl^le I was dress- 
ing Gorcuelo put in his appearance, with a little bill 
i]a bis band; — a slight memorandum of the trout!-— 
But paying through the nose was not the worst of it; 
for I had the vexation to perceive, that while I was 
counting over the cost, this hang-dog was chuckling 
at the recollectioH of the night before. Havmg been 
fleeced most shamefully for a supper, which stuck in 
my stomach though I had scarcely come in for a 
morsel of it, I joined the muleteer with my baggage, 
giving to as many devils as there are saints in the 
calendar, the parasite, the landlord, and the inn. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The muleteer* s temptation on the road; its come- 
quenceSy and the situation of Oil Bias between 
Scylla and Charyhdis. 

I WAS not the only passenger. There were two 
young gentlemen of Pegnaflor; a little chorister of 
Mondognedo, who was travelling about the country, 
and a young tradesman of Astorga, returning home 
from Verco with his n^-married wife. We soon 
got acquainted, and exchanged the usual confidence 
of travellers, telling one another whence we came 
and whither we were going. The bride was young 
enough; but so dark coinplexioned, with so litde of 
what a man likes to look at in a woman, that I did 
not think her worth the trouble. But she had youth 
and a good crummy person on her side, and the 
muleteer, being rather less nice in his taste, was re- 
solved to try if he coidd not get into her' good graces. 
This pretty project occupied his ingenuity during the 
whole day; but he deferred the execution till we 
should get to Cacabelos, the Ust place where we 
were to stop on the road. We alighted at an inn in 
the outsldrts of the town, a quiet convenient place, 
with a llemdlord who hever troubled himself about 
other people's concerns. We were ushered into a 
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private room, and got our supper very snugly: but 
just as the cloth was taken away in comes our car- 
rier in a furious passion: — Death and the devil! I 
have been robbed. Here had I an hundred pistoles 
in my purse ! But 1 will have thieni back again. I 
am going for a magistrate ; — and those gentry will 
not take a joke upon such serious subjects. You 
will all be put to the rack, unless you confess, and 
give back the money. The fellow played his part 
very naturally, and burst out of the room, leaving us 
in a terrible fright. 

We had none of us the least suspicion of the trick, 
and, being all strangers, were s^fraid of one another. 
I looked askance at the little chorister, and he, per- 
haps, had no better opinion of me. Besides, we 
were all a pack of greenhorns, and were quite unac- 
quainted with the routine of business .on these occa- 
sions. We were fools enough to believe that the 
torture would be the .very first stage of our examina- 
tion. With this dre%d upon our spirits, we all made 
for the door.- Some effected their escape into the 
street, others into the garden : but the whole party 
preferred the discretion of running away to the valour 
of- standing their ^ound. • The young tradesman of 
Astorga had as great an objection to bone-twisting as 
the rest of us : so he did as Eneas, and many another 
good husband has done before him ;-^ran away, and 
left his wife behind. At that critical moment the 
muleteer, as I was told afterwards, who had not half 
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80 muck-sense of decency as his owh mules, delighted 
9t the success, of his stratagem, began moving his 
motiyes'to the citizen*s wife : but this Lucrece of the 
Asturias, borrowing the chastity of a saint from the 
ugliness^ of the: devil who tempted her, defended her 
sweet person tooth and nail ; and showed she was in 
earnest about it by the noise, she made. The patrol, 
who' happened to be pas»ng -by the inn at the time, 
and knew thaJt the neighbourhood required a little 
looking after, took the libetty of just asking the cause 
of.the disturbance. The landlord, who was trying if 
he could not sing in the kitchen louder than she could 
scream in the parlour, and swore he heard no music 
but his own, was at last obliged to introduce the 
myrmidons of the police to the distressed lady, just 
in time to rescue her from the necessity of a surren- 
der at discretion. The liead officer, a coarse fellow, 
without an atom of feeling for the tender passion, no 
sooner saw the game that was playing, than he gave 
the amorous muleteer five or six blows with the butt 
end of his halberd, representing to him the indecency 
of his conduct in terms quite as ofiensive to modesty 
as the naughty propensity which had'called forth his 
Tiituous indignation. Neither -did he stop here ; but 
laid-hold of the culprit, and carried plaintiff and 
defendant before the magistrate. The former with 
her charms all heightened by the discomposure of her 
dress, ..went eagerly to try their effect in obtaining 
justice for the outrage they had sustained. His 
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^worship heard at least one party ; and after solemn 
deliberation pronounced the otfence ta be of a most 
heinous nature. He ordered him to be stripped, and 
to receive a competent number o£ lashes in his pre- 
sence. Tlie conclusion of the sentence was, that if 
the Endymion of our Asturian Diana was not forth- 
coming the next day, a cou{de of ^ards should 
escort the disconsolate goddess to the town of 
Astorga, at the expense of this mule-driving Acteon; 
For my part, being probably more terrified than 
the rest of the party, I got into the fields, scamper- 
ing over hedge and diteh, through, enclosures and 
across commons, till I found myself hard by aforosti 
I was just going for concealment to ensconce miyself 
in the very heart of the thicket, when two men on 
horseback rode across me, crying. Who goes there ? 
As my alarm prevented me from giving them an 
immediate answer, they came to close quarters, and 
holding each of them a pistol to my throat, required 
me to give an account of myself; who I was, whence 
I came, what business I had in that'forest, and above 
all, not to tell a lie about it. Their rough 'interro* 
gatives were, according to my notion, little better 
than the rack with which our friend the muleteer 
had offered to treat us. I represented myself how* 
ever as a young man on my way from Oriedo to 
Salamanca ; told the story of our late finght, and 
faithfully attributed my running away in such a 
hurry to the dread of a worse exercise andef the tor- 
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ture. They burst into an immoderate fit of laughter 
at my simplicity ; and one of them said : Take heart, 
my little friend ; come along with us, and do not be 
afraid ; we will put you in a place where the devil 
shall not find you. At these words, he took me up 
behind him» and we darted into the forest 

I did not know what to think of this odd meeting ; 
yet on the whole I could not well be worse off than 
before. If these gentry, thought I to myself. Had 
been thieves, they would have robbed, and perhaps 
mtirdered me. Depend on it, they are a couple of 
good honest country gentlemen in this neighbottr<« 
hood, who, seeing me frightened, have taken C<)tn- 
passion on me, and mean to carry me home widi 
them and make me comfortablie. But these visiotftf 
did not last long. After turning and winding" back- 
ward and forward in deep silence, we found oursel^ 
at the foot of a hill, where we dismounted. Thik i« 
our abode, said one of these sequestered gentlemen. 
I looked about in all directions, but the deuce ti* hii 
of either house or cottage: not a vestige of huM^ 
habitation* ! The two men in the mean time raised a 
great wooden trap, covered with earth and briarssT, t6 
conceal the entrance of a long shelving passage tind'er 
ground, to which from habit the poor beasts took 
very kindly of their own accord. Their masters k;ept 
tight hold of me, and let the trap down atfteT them. 
ThuB' waff the worthy nephew of my uncliB' P^titi 
^attgbt, just for all the world as-yon would daitcB n'rUti 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Description of the subterraneous dwelling and its 

contents, 

I Kow knew into what company I had fallen ; and 
I leave it to any one to judge whether the discovery 
must i^ot have rid me of my former fear. A dread 
n^ore mighty and more just now seized my faculties. 
Money and life, all given up for lost ! With the air 
of ift victim on his passage to the altar, did I walk,, 
more dead than alive, between my two conductors^ 
who finding that I trembled, frightened me so much, 
the nK>re by telling me not to be afraid. When we 
had gone about two hundred paces, winding down 
a declivity all the way^ we got into a stable lighted 
by two large iron lamps suspended from the vault 
above. There was good store of straw, and several 
casks of hay and corn with room enough for twenty 
horses : but at that time there were only the two 
which came with us. An old negro, who seemed for 
his years in pretty good case, was tying them to the 
rack where they were to feed. 

We went out of the stable. By the melancholy 
light of some other lan^ps, which only served to dress 
iq> horror in its native colours, we arrived at a kitchea 
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trhere an old harridan was broiling some steaks oa 
the coals, and getting supper ready. The kitchea 
furniture was better than might be expected, and the 
pantry provided in a very plentiful manner. The 
lady of the larder's picture is worth drawing. Con- 
siderably on the wrong side of sixty ! — In her youth, 
her hair had been of a fiery red ; though she would 
haye called it auburn. Time had indeed given it 
the fairer tint of grey ; but a lock of more youthful 
hue, interspersed at intervals, produced all the varie- 
gated effect of the admired autumnal shades. To 
say nothing of an olive complexion, she had an enor- 
mous chin turning up, an immense nose turning 
down, with a mouth in the middle, modestly retiring 
inwards, to make room for its encroaching neigh- 
bours. Red eyes are no beauty in any animal but a 
ferret ;— hers were purple. 

Here, dame Leonarda, said one of the horsemen 
as he presented me to this angelic imp of darkness. 
We have brought you a young lad* Then looking 
round, and observing me to be miserably pale. Pluck 
up your spirits, my friend ; you shall come to no 
harm. We want a scullion, and have met with ycu. 
You are a lucky dog ! We had a boy who died about 
a fortnight ago : you shall succeed to the preferment. 
He was rather too delicate for his place* You seem 
a good stout fellow, and may live a week or (wo 
longer. We find you in bed and board, coal and 
candle ; but as for day-light, you will never see ttiat 

c2 
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igaiii. Tour leisure iKMini wiU paaa off yery agioe* 
ably with Leonarda, who is really a very goQ4 crea-^^ 
tore, and tolerably tender hearted ; you wiU Itf^ve 
all your little comforts about you. I flatter Hiys^ 
you have not got among beggars. At this movieBt^ 
the thief seized a flambeau ; and as I feared, " with 
zeal to destroy ;** for he ordered me to follow him. 

He took me into a cellar, where 1 saw a great 
number of bottles and earthen pots full of exoeU^t 
wine. He then made me cross several rooma^t la 
some were pieces of cloth piled up^; in others^ sluSa 
and silks. As we passed through I could not help 
easting a sheep's eye at the gold and sUver plate 
peeping out of the different cupboards. After tha^ 
1 followed him into a great hall illuminated by three 
hopper bistres^ and serving as a gallery between tbe> 
other rooms. Here he put fresh questions to me ; 
asking my name ; —why I left Oviedo ; — ^and, when I 
had satisfied his curiosity : Well, Gil Bias, said he> 
since your mily motive f&i quitting your native place 
was to get in.to something snug and eligible, to be 
smre you must have been bom to good hick, or you 
would not have fallen into our hands. I tell jwk 
once for all, you will live here on the fat of the land, 
and may souse over head and ears in ready money-. 
Besides, you are in a place of perfect safety. The 
officers of the holy brotherhood might pass through 
the forest an hundred times without discovering our 
subterraneous abode. The en^trance is only known 



to myself and my comrades. You may perhaps ask 
how it came to be contrived, without being perceived 
by the inhabitants in the neighbourhood. But you 
are to understand, my friend, that it was made long' 
ago, and is no work of ours. After the Moors had 
made themselves masters of Granada, of Arragon, 
and nearly the whole of Spain, the Christians, rather 
than submit to the tyranny of infidels, betook them- 
selves to flight, and lay concealed in this country, in 
Biscay, and iii the Asturias^ whither the brave Don 
Pelagio had withdrawn himself. They lived in a 
state of exile» on the mountainsi or in the woods, 
dispersed in little knots. Some took up their resi- 
dence in natural caves, others in artificial dwellings 
under ground, like this we are in. In process of 
time, when by the blessing of Providence, they had 
driven their eneniies out of Spain, they returned to 
the towns. From that time forth their retreats have 
served as a rendezvous for the gentlemen of our pro- 
fession. It is true that several of them have been 
diilcovered and destroyed by the holy brotherhood : 
but there are some yet remaining; and, by great good 
luck^ I have tenanted this without paying any rent 
for it Almost these fifteen years : Captain Rolando, 
at your service! I am the leader of the band ; and 
the man you salr with me is one of my troopers. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The arrival of the banditti in the subterraneous 
retreat, with an account of their pleasant conver- 
sation. 

Just as Captain Rolando had finished his speech 
six new faces made their appearance in the hall ; the 
lieutenant and five privates, returning home with 
their booty. They were hauling in two great baskets 
full of sugar, cinnamon, pepper, figs, almonds, and' 
raisins. The lieutenant gave an account of their 
proceedings to the captain, and told him they had 
taken these articles, as well as the sumpter-mule^ 
from a grocer of Benavento. An official report hav- 
ing thus been made to the prime-minister, the grocer's 
contribution was cai'ried to account; and the next 
step was to regale after their labours. A lai^ table 
was set out in the hall. They sent me back to th6 
kitchen, where dame Leonarda told me what I had 
to do. I made the best of a bad bargain, 'finding 
the luck ran against me ; and, swallowing my griev- 
ances, set myself to wait on my noble masters. 

I cleaned my plate, set out my side-board, and 
brought up my wine. As soon as I announced din- 
ner to be on table, consisting of two good black 



"peppery ragouts for the first course, this high and 
mighty company took their aeats. Tliey fdl to most 
voraciously. My place was to wait; and I handed 
ubout the glasses with so butler-like an air, as to be 
not a little complimented on my dexterity. The chief 
entertained them with a short sketch of my story, 
and praised my paits. But I had recovered from 
my mania by this time, and could listen to my own 
panegyric with the humility of an anchorite or the 
contempt of a philosopher. They all seemed to take 
a liking to me, and to think I had dropped from the 
clouds on purpose to be their cup-bearer. My pre- 
decessor was a fool to me. Since his death, the 
illustrious Leonarda had the honour of presenting 
nectar to these gods of the lower regions. But she 
was now degraded, and I had the felicity of being 
installed in her office. Thus, old Hebe being a 
little the worse for wear, young Ganymede tripped 
tip her heels. 

A substantial joint of meat after the ragouts at 
^length blunted the edge of their appetites. Eating 
and drinking went together : so that they soon got 
into a merry pin, and made a roaring noise. Well 
done, my lads ! All talkers and no listeners. One 
begins a 4ong story, another cuts a joke ; here a 
fellow bawls, there a fellow sings ; and they all seem 
4o be at cross^piirposes. At last Rolando, tired of 
a concert in which he could hardly hear the sound 
of his own voice, let them know that he was maestro 
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di capella, and brought them into better Ume. GeU'- 
tlemen, said he, I have a question to put. Instead 
of stunning one another with this infernal din, had 
we dot better enjoy a little rational conversation ? A 
thought is just come into my head. Since the happy 
day that united us we have never had the curiosity 
jto inquire into each other's pedigrees, or by whaJL 
chain of circumstances we were each of us led to 
embrace our present way of life. There would b^ 
no harm in knowing who and who are together. Le^ 
us exchange confidence : we may find some amuse^ 
ment in it. The lieutenant and the rest, like trw^ 
herpes of romance, accepted the challenge with th^ 
utmost courtesy, and the captain told the first storj 
to the following effect :— 

Gentlemen, you are to know that I am the only 
son of a rich citizen in Madrid. The day of my 
birth was celebrated in the family by rejoicings 
without end. My father, no chicken, thought it a 
considerable feat to have got sm heir, and my mother 
was kind enough to suckle me herself. My maternal 
grandfather was still living : a good old man, whp 
did not trouble himself about other people's concerns, 
but said his prayers, and fought his campaigns over 
and over again ; for he had been in the army. Of 
course I was idolized by these three persons ; never 
out of their arms. My early years were passed im 
the most childish amusements, for fear of hurting 
my health by application. It will not do« said ^y 



§a£tieif to hananer mucb learning into children tW 
^luiie has ripened their understanding. While he 
waited for this ripening, the season went by. I oonkl 
neithCT read nor write : but I made up for that in other 
ways* My father tanght me a thousand di£ferent 
games. I became perfectly acquainted with cards, 
was no stranger to dice, and my grandfather set 
mo. the example of drawing the kmg bow, while 
he entertained me with his military exploits. He 
sung the -same songs repeatedly one after another 
every day ; so that when, after saying ten or twelve 
foes after him for three monies together, I got to 
boggle through them without missing, the whole 
family were in raptures at my memory. Neither Witt 
my wit thought to be at all less extraordinary ; for I 
was suffered to talk at random, and took care to pat 
in my oar in the most impertinent manner possiMe. 
O the pretty little dear ! exclaimed my father, as if 
lie had been fascinated. My mother made it up -Wii&k 
kisses, and my grandfather's old eyes overflowed, i 
{rfayed all sorts of dirty and indecent tricks before 
them with impxmity ; every thing was excusable ii^ s^ 
foe a boy : an angel couM not do wrong. Going On 
in this manner, I was already in my twelfth yea^ 
without ever having a master. It was high time ; 
hut then he was to teach me by fair means: he might 
threaten, but must not flog me. This arrangemei^t 
4hd me but little good; for sometimes I lawghed when 
mj tutor scolded : at others, I ran with tears* iif my 

c5 
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eyes to my mother or my grandfather, and complamed 
that he had used me ilL The poor deril got notiiing 
by denying it. My ITord was always taken before 
his, and he came off with the character of a crud 
rascal* One day I scratched myself with my own 
nails, and set up a howl as if I had been flogged. 
My mother ran, and turned the master out of doprs, 
though he vowed and protested he had never lifted a 
finger againrt me. 

Thus did I get rid of all my tutors, iSi at last I 

met with one to my mind. He was a bachelor €sf 

Alcala. This was the master for a young man of 

fashion* . Women, wine, and gaming, were his prin«> 

cipal amusements. It was impossible to be in better 

handsr He hit the right nail on the head : for he let 

m» do what I pleased, and thus got into the gpod 

graces of the family, who abandoned me to his con-^ 

duct. , They had no reason to repent. He perfected 

liie betimes in the knowledge of the world. By dint 

of taking me about to aU his haunts, he gave such a 

^nish to my education, that, baning literature an^ 

science, I became an universal <scholar. . As soon a^ 

he saw. that I could go alone in the high road to nun 

he.wehtlto.^quaKfy-bthers for the same journey. 

' -• During my childhood I had lived at home just as 

I liked^ and did not sufficiently consider, that now I 

was beginning to be responsible for .my own actions. 

9fy^ father and mother were a standing jest. Yet they> 

were themselves thrown into convulsions, at m^. 



ialHes ; and the moi'e ridiculous they were made by" 
them, the more waggish they thought me. In the 
mean time I got Into all manner of scrapes with some 
young fellows of my own kidney ; and, as our rela- 
tions kept us rather too short of cash for the exigen* 
cies of so loose a life, we each of us made free with 
whatever we could lay our hands on in our own fa- 
milies. Finding this would not raise. the. supplies, we 
began ^to pick pockets in thestreets at^ght As ill 
iuck would have it, our exploits came to the know- 
ledge of the police. A warrant was out against 
us ; but some good-natured friend, thinking it a pity 
we should be nipped in the bud, gave us a caution. 
We took to our heels, and rose in our vocation to the 
rank of highwaymen. From that time forth, gentle- 
men, with a blessing on my endeavours, I have gone 
on till I am almost the father of the profession, in 
ispite of the dangers to which it is exposed. 

Here the -captain ended, and it came to the turn 
«f the lieutenant. Gentlemen, extremes are said to 
meet; — and so it will appear from a comparison of 
tmr commander's education ismd mine. My father 
^was a butcher at Toledo. He passed^ with reasdn, 
€or the greatest brute in the town, and jny mother's 
«weet disposition was' not mended by^the example. 
•In my childhood, they whipped me in emulation of 
one another ; I came in for a thousand lashes of a day j 
^The slightest fault was followed 'up by the severest 
^unishmenjL In vain did I beg ior mercy »with tesurs 
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in my eyes, and protest that I was sorry for what I 
had done. They never excused me, and nine tunes 
out of ten flogged me for nothing. When I was 
under my father's lash, my mother, not thinking his 
arm stout enough, lent her assostance, instead of 
begging me off. The favours I received at their 
hands gave me such a disgust, that I quitted their 
house before I had completed my fowteenth year, 
took the Arragon road, and begged my way to Sarat 
gossa. There I associated with vagrants, who. led « 
merry life enough. They taught me to counterfeit 
blindness and lameness, to dress up an artificial 
wound in each of my legs, and to adopt many other 
methods of imposing on the credulity of the charitar 
ble and humane. In the morning, like actors at 
rehearsal, we cast our characters, and settled the 
business of the comedy. . We had each our exits 
and our entrances ; till in the evening the curtain 
dropped, and we regaled at the expense of the dupes 
we had deluded in the day. Wearied however with 
the company of these wretches, and wishing to live 
in more worshipful society, I entered into partnership 
with a gang of sharpers. These fellows taught me 
soBEie good tiicks : but Saragossa soon became too 
hot to hold us, alter we had fallai out with> a limb 
of the law, who had hitherto taken us under his pco^ 
taction^ We each of us provided for ourselves, aad 
left th& devil to take the hindmost For my part, I 
enlisted in, a brave aujd veteran regiment, whicH had 
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^een abandance of service on the king's highway *# 
and I found myself so comfortable in their quarters, 
that I had no desire to change my birth. So that 
you see, gentlemen, I was very much obliged to my 
relations for their bad behaviour; for if they had 
treated me a Uttle more kindly, I might have been a 
blackguard butcher at this moment, instead of having 
the honour to be your lieutenants 

Gentlemen, — ^interrupted a hopeful young free- 
booter who sat between the captain and the lieute- 
nant, — the stories we have just heard are neither so 
compHcated nor so curious as mine. I peeped into 
existence by means of a country-woman in the nei^ 
bourhood of Seville. Three weeks after she had set 
me down in this system, a nurse-child was offered 
het. You are to understand she was yet in her 
prime, comely in her person, and had a good breast 
of milk« The young suckling had noble blood in 
Um, and was an only son. My mother accepted the 
proposal with all her heart, and went to fetch the 
<dhikl. It was entrusted to her care« She had no 
aocmer brought it home, than, fancying a resem- 
Uiuice, she conceived the idea of substituting me for 
the brat of high birtii, in the hope of drawing a 
handsome commission at some futiue time for thie 
motherly office in behalf of her infant. My father, 
whose morals were on a level with those of clod- 
hoppers in general, lent himself very willingly to the 
cheat; so that with only a change of clouts, the son 
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of don Rodrigo de Herrera was packed off in my 
name to another nurse, and my mother suckled her 
own and her master's child at once in my little 
person. 

They may say what they will of instinct and the 

force of blood ! The little gentleman's parents were 

very easily taken in. Theyhad not the slightest suspi^ 

cion of the trick; and were eternally dandling me till I 

was seven years old. As it was their intention to make 

me a finished gentleman, they gave me masters of aH 

kinds ; but I had very little taste for iheir lessons, and 

above all, I detested the sciences. I had at any time 

rather play with the servants of the stable boys, and 

was a complete kitchen genius. But tossing up for 

heads or tails was not my ruling passion. Before 

seventeen I had an itch for getting drunk. I played 

the devil among the chambermaids ; but my prime 

fivvoucite was a kitchen girl, who had infinite merit in 

my eyes. She was a great bloated horse-god-mother, 

whose good case and easy morals suited me exactly. 

I boarded her with so little circumspection that doli 

Bx)drigo took notice of it. He took me to task pretty 

sharply ; twitted me with my low taste ; and, for fear 

the presence of my charmer should counteract hid 

sage counsels, showed the goddess of my devotions 

the outside of the door. 

■ This proceeding was rather offensive ; and I deteiw 
mined to be .even with him. I stole his w.ife*s jewels { 
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und ravishiiig my Helen from a laundress of iier ac* 
'quaintance, went off with her in open day, that the 
transaction might lose nothing in point of notoriety* 
But tins was not aU. I carried her among her rela* 
tions, where I married her according to the rites of 
the church, as much from the personal motive of 
mortifying Herrera, as from the patriotic enthusiasm 
of encouraging our young nohility to mend the breed. 
Three months after marriage, I heard that don Ro* 
drigo had gone the way of all flesh. The intelligence 
was not lost upon me. i was at Seville in a twink*- 
ling, to administer in due form and order to his 
effects ; but the tables were turned. My mother had 
paid the debt of nature, and in her last agonies had 
been so much off her guard as to confess the whole 
affair to the curate of the village and othier competent 
witnesses. Don Rodrigo'^ son bad already taken 
my place, or rather his own, and his populaiity wai 
increased by the deficiency of mine; -so that as the 
trumps were all out in that hand, and I had no par- 
ticular wish for the present my wife was likely to 
make me, I joined issue with some desperate blades, 
with whom I began my trading ventures. 

The young cut-purse having finished his story^ 
another told us that he was the son of a merchant 
at Burgos ; that, in his youth, prompted more by 
piety llian wit, he had taken the religious* habk an4 
professed in a very strict order, and that a few years 
afterwards he had apostatized. In short, the eight 
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robbers told their tale one after another, and when I 
bad heard them all, I did not wonder that the des- 
tinies had brought them together. The conversation 
now took a different turn. They brought several 
•chemes upon the carpet for the next campa^ ; 
and after having laid down their plan of operations, 
rose from table and went to bed. They lighted their 
night candlesi and withdrew to their apartments* 
I attended captain Rolando to his. While I wa« 
fiddling about him aslie undressed : Well ! Gil Bias, 
«aid he, you see how we live ! We are always merry ; 
hatred and envy have no footing here ; we have not 
the least di&rence, but hang together just like 
monks. You are sure, my good lad, to lead a plea- 
sant Hfe here ; for I do not think you are fool enough 
to make any bones about consorting with gentlemen 
of the road. In what does ours differ from many a 
more reputable trade ? Depend on it, my friend, aM 
men love two hands in their neighbour's purse, 
though only one in their own. Men*s principles are 
all alike ; the only difference lies in the mode of car-* 
Tying them into effect. Conquerors, for instance, 
make free with the territories of their neighbours* 
People of fashion borrow, and do not pay. Bankers, 
treasurers, brokers^ clerks, and traders of all kinds, 
wholesale and retail, give ample Uberty to their wants 
to overdraw on their consciences. I shall not men- 
^ioo. the hangers-on of the law ; we all know how it 



goes with them. At the same time it must be 
allowed that they have more humanity than we have; 
for as it is often our vocation to take away the life 
of the innocent for plunder, it is sometimes theirs for 
fee and reward to save the guilty. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The attempt of Gil Bias to escape^ and its success. 

After the captain of the banditti had thus apolo- 
gised for adopting such a line of life, he went to bed. 
For my part, I returned to the hall, where I cleared 
the table, and set every thing to rights. Then I went 
to the kitchen, where Domingo, the old negro, and 
dame Leonarda had been expecting me at sapper. 
Though entirely without appetite, I had the good 
manners to sit down with them. Not a morsel could 
I eat ; and, as I scarcely felt more miserable than I 
looked, this pair so justly formed to meet by nature, 
undertook to give me a little comfort. Why do you 
take on ao, my good lad ? said the old dowager : you 
ought rather to bless your stars for your good luck. 
You are young, and seem a little soft ; you would 
have a fine kettle of firfi of it in the busy world. You 
might have fallen into bad hands, and then your 
morals would have been corrupted; whereas here 
your innocence is insured to its full value. Dame 
Leonarda is in the right, put in the old negro gravely, 
the world is but a troublesome place. Be thankful, 
my friend, for being so early relieved from the dan- 
gers, the difficulties, and the affiictions of this miser- 
able Ufe. 
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\ bore thb prosing very quietly, because I should 
have got no good by putting myself in a passion 
. about it. At length Domingo, after playing a good 
knife and fork, and getting gloriously muddled, took 
himself off to the stable. Leonarda, by the glim* 
mering of a lamp, shewed me the way to a vaidt 
which served as a last home to those (^ the corps 
who died a natural death. Here I stumbled upon 
something more hke a grave ' than a bed. This is 
your room, said she. Your predecessor lay here as 
long as he was among us, and here he lies to this 
day. He suffered himself to be hurried out of life in 
his prime : do not you be so foolish as to follow his 
example. With this kind advice, she left me with 
the lamp for my companion and returned to the 
kitchen. I threw myself on the little bed, not so 
much for rest as meditation. O heaven ! exclaimed 
I, was there ever a fate so dreadful as mine ? It is 
determined then that I am to take my leave of day* 
light ! Beside this, as if it was not enough to be 
buried ative at eighteen, my misery is to be aggra- 
vated by being in the service of a banditti ; by passing 
the day with highwaymen, and the night in a charneU 
house. These reflections, which seemed to me very 
dismal, and were indeed no better than they seemed^ 
4et me crying most bitterly. I could not conceive 
what cursed maggot my uncle had got in his head^ 
to send me to Salamanca ; repented running away 
£rom Cacabelos, and would have compounded fojthA 
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torture. But, considering how vain it was to. i^ut 
(he door when the steed was stolen, I determined^ 
instead of lamenting the past, to hit upon some ek^ 
|)edient lor making my escape. What I thought I, is 
it impossible to get off? The cut-throats are asleep; 
cooky and the black will be snoring ere long. Why 
cannot I> by the help of this lamp, find the passage 
bj which I descended into these infernal regions ? I 
am afraid indeed my strength is not equal to lilting 
the trap at the entrance. HoweTer^ let us see. 
faint heart never won fair lady. Despair will lend 
me new force, and who knows but I may succeed ? 

Thus was the train laid for a grand attempt I 
got up) as soon as Leonarda and Domingo were 
likely to be asleep* With the lamp in my hand, I 
4itole out of the vault, putting up my prayers to all 
the spirits in paradise, and ten miles round. It was 
with no small difficulty that I threaded all the wind- 
ingpi of this new labyrinth. At length I found myself 
at the stable door, and perceived the passage which 
was the object of my search. Pushing on I madft 
my way towards the trap with a light pair of heels 
and a beating heart : but, alas ! in the middle of my 
career I ran against a cursed iron grate locked fast, 
with bars so close as not to admit a hand between 
Ihmn. I looked rather foolish at the occurrence oi 
this new difficulty, which I had not been aware of at 
my entrance, because the grate was then open. How^ 
#ver^ I tried what I could do by fumbling at the barik 
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Then for a peep at the lock ; or whether it could not 
be forced ! When all at once my poor shonlderv 
were saluted with five or six good strokes of a bull'» 
pizzle. I set up such a shrill alarum, that the den 
of Cacus rang with it ; when looking round, who 
should it be but the old negro in his shirt, holding a 
dark lanthom in one hand, and the instrument of my 
punishment in the other. Oh, ho ! quoth he, my 
merry little fl^ow, you will run away, will you ? No, 
bo! you must not think to set your wits against nine, 
I hea^d you all the idiile.. You thought you shoukl 
find the grate open, did not you ? You may. take it 
for granted, my friend, that henceforth it will always 
be shut. When we keep any one here against his 
will, he must be a cleverer fellow than you to make 
his escape. 

In the mean time, at the howl I had set up, two or 
three of the robbers waked suddenly ; and not know- 
ing but the holy brotherhood might be falling upon 
them, they got up and called their comrades. With- 
out the loss of a moment all were oh the alert. 
Swords and carabines were put in requisition, and 
the whole posse advanced forward almost in a state 
of nature to the place where I was parleying with 
Domingo. But as soon as they learned the cause of 
the uproar, their alarm resolved itself into a peal of 
laughter. How now, Gil Bias, said the apostate son 
of the church, you have not been a good six hours 
with us, and are you tired of our company already ? 
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You must have a great objectioii to retirement. Why, 
what would you do if you were a Carthusian friar? 
G^ along with you, and go to bed. This time you 
shall get off with Domingo's discipline ; but if you 
are ever caught in a second attempt of the same 
kind, by Saint Bartholomew I we will flay you alive. 
With this hint he retired, and the rest of the party 
went back to their rooms. The old negro, taking 
credit to himself for his vigilance, returned to his 
stable : and I found my way back to my charnel- 
house, where I passed the remainder of the night ia 
weeping and wailing. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Gil BlaSy not being able to do what he HkeSy does what 

he can, 

Foit the first few days, I thought I should have 
^yen up the ghost for very spite and vexation. The 
lingering life I led was nearly akin to death itself; 
but in the end my good genius whispered me to play 
the hypocrite. I aimed at looking a little more 
cheerful ; began to laugh and sing, though it was 
sometimes on the wrong side of my mouth : in a word, 
I put so good a face on the matter, that Leonarda 
and Domingo were completely taken in. They 
thought the bird was reconciled to his cage. The 
robbers entertained the same notion. I looked as 
brisk as the beverage I poured out, and put in my oar 
whenever I thought I could say a good thing. My 
freedom, far from offending, was taken in good part. 
Gil Bias, quoth the captain one evening, while I was 
playing the buffoon, you have done well, my friend, 
to banish melancholy : I am delighted with your wit 
and humour. Some people wear a mask at first 
acquaintance : I had no notion what a jovial fellow 
you were. 

My praises now seemed to run from mouth to 
mouth. They were all so partial to me^ that, not to 
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miss my opportunity ; — Gentlemen, quoth I, allow 
me to tell you a piece of my mind. Since I have 
been your guest, a new light breaks in upon me. I 
have bid adieu to vulgar prejudices, and caught a 
lay at the fountain of your illumination. I feel thai 
I was bom to be your knight companion. I. languish 
to make one among you, and will stand my chance 
6f a haker with the best. All the comply cried 
Hear ! — I was considered as a promising member of 
the senate. It was then determined unanimously to 
give me a trial in some inferior department ; after- 
wards to^ bespeak me a good desperate encounter in 
which I might show my prowess ; and if I answered 
expectation, ta give me a high and responsible em- 
ptoyment in the commonwealth. 
' It was necessary therefore to go on exhibiting a 
eopy of' my countenaiice, and doing my best in my 
office of cup-bearer. I was impatient beyond mea- 
sure ; for I only aspired after the honours of the 
sitting, to obtain the liberty of going abroad with the 
rest; and I was in hopes that by running the risk of 
getting my neck into one noose I might get it out of 
another; This was my only chance. The time 
nevertheless seemed long to wait, and I kept my eye 
On Domingo, with the hope of outwitting him : but 
the thing was not feasible ; he was always on the 
watch. Orpheus as leader of the band, with a com- 
plete orchestra of performers as good as himself, 
could not have soothed the savage breast of thk 
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Cerberus. The truth is, }yj the by, that for fear of 
exciting his suspicion^ I did not set my wits agai|ist 
him so much as I might have done* He was on the 
look-outy and I was obliged to play the pnide, or my 
virtue might have come into disgrace. I therefore 
stopped proceedings till the time of my probation 
shoidd expire, to which I looked forward with impa- 
tience, just as if I was waiting for a place under 
government. 

Heaven be pndsed, in about six months I gained 
my end. The commandant llolando addressing his 
^iment, said : Comrades, we must stand upon ho- 
nour with Gil Bias. I have no bad opinion of our 
young candidate; we shall make something of himc 
If you will take my advice, let him go and reap hig 
first han'^est wiik us to-morrow on the king's high^. 
way. We will lead him on in the path of honour. 
'Hie robbers applauded the sentiments of the captain 
with a thunder of acclamation ; and to shew me how 
much I was considered as one of the gang, firomi that 
moment they dispenaed with my attendance at the* 
. side-board. Dame Leonarda was reinstated in the 
office from which she had been discharged to make 
loom for me. • They made me change my dress, 
which consisted in a plain short cassock a good 
deal the worse for wear, and tricked me out in the 
spoils of a gttitlemltn lately robbed. After thi& 
inauguration, I made my arrangements: for my first 
osinipaig^. ... 

VOL. I. D 
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CHAPTER VIUJ 

Oil Bla9 goes out wiih the gang, and performs am 

esspkii 'On the highutay. 

Is i waft pastmididgfat in the month of S«f4eiftbi»^ 
when I issued from the subterraneous abode as o&cti 
of the fraternity. I was armed, like them^ witba 
carabwe^ twopistolsv a sword and a bayonet, and i 
was mounted on a very good horse, the^ proper^ xift 
the gentleman in whose costume I appeared. I faadt 
lived so long Uke amole under groundy that the day--. 
bfeiak could not fail of dazzling me : but my^eyea ^t> 
reconciled to it by degrees. 

We passed close by Pontferrada, and were detei* 
mined to lie in ambush behind a small wood «kirting 
the road to Leon. There we were waiting fco^ what<r. 
esffiSifortune might please to throw. in our way, when, 
wia eq>ied a Dominican fnar, mounted, contcaryitOt 
the rabric of those pious fathers, on .a shabby nude^ 
Gbd 'be praised, exclaimed the captain with a sneec^i 
t|Bft>ia a noble beginning for Gil Bias. . Let falm^. 
and)t|rounce that, monk : we will bear witness to lat^ 
^^lalifications. The connoisseurs were all of opini0A, 
that: this commission suited my talents to a hair^ and-, 
edior^d me.to domybest. Gentlemen, quo^ I, 
you shall have no reason to complain. I wfUiStdpr. 
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this holy&therto his birth-day suit, and gweyofu- 
complete right and title to his mole. Nb^ no, said 
Rolando, the beast would not be worth its fodder: 
only bring us our reverend pastor's purse; that is all 
we require. Hereupon, I issued from the wood and 
pushed up to the man of God, doing penance all the 
time in my own breast for the sin I was committing.' 
I could have liked to have turiied my baqk upon my 
fdlows at that moment ; but most of them had the 
advantage of better horses than mine : had they seen* 
me making ofP, they would havci been at my heels, 
and would soon have caught me, or perhaps would 
have fired a volley, for which I was not sufficiently^ 
case-hardened. I could not therefore venture on so 
perilous an alternative ; so that claiming acquaint-' 
ance wkh the reverend father, I asked to lobk at hit, 
purse, and just put out the end of a pistol. He 
stopped ishort to gaze upon me ; and, without deeming 
much frightened, said, My child, you are very young; 
this is an early apprenticeship to a bad trade Father, 
replied J, bad as it is, I wish I had begun it sooner.- 
What! my son, rejoined the good friar, who did not 
understand the real meaning of what! said, how say 
yoii ? What blindness I give me leave to place befbte 
your eyes the unhe^py- condition. Come, come, 
faliher I interrupted I with impatience, a truc!ie widi -■ 
your^uk»ralit}, if you please. My busmess on the- 
higb todd is not to hetir ^mena. Money makM- 
my mare to go. Money! Md he, in^ ajodk^of' 

i>2 
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gurprizd ; you hate a poor opinion of Spanish charity^ 
if you think that people of my stamp have any occa-< 
sion for such trash npon their travelg. Let me hxh 
deceive you. We are made welcome wherever wet 
go, atid pay for our hoard and lodging by our^rayerg^ 
In shorty we carry no cash with us on the road ; but 
draw drafts upon Providence* That is all very well^ 
replied I ; yet for fear your drafts should bt dlsIuH 
floured^ you take care to keep about y^yii a little 
supply for present need. But come Ikther, let us 
make an end: my comrades in the wood are in a 
hurry ; so your money or your life. At these words, 
which I pronounced with a determined air» the friar 
l^^aa to thtuk the business grew seriQus. Since 
needs musty Said he» there is wherewithal to satisfy 
your craving. A word and a blow is the ^^nly dietoric 
with ypu gentlemen. As he said this, he drew a large 
leathern pnrse from under his gown, and threw it on 
the ground. I ^en told him he might make the best 
of his way : and he did not wait for a second bidding, 
but stuck his heels into the mule, which^ giving the 
li^ to my opinion, for I thought it on a par with my 
uncle's. Set off at a good round pace. While he was 
riding for his life, I dismounted. The purse was 
none of the lightest. I mounted again, and got back 
.t9 the wood, where those nice observers were waiting^ 
with impatience to congratulate me on my success* • 
I;C0uld hardly get; my foot out of the stirrup^ so eager 
were^th^ytQ dhake hands with me. . Courag^^ Gijl 
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Bias, said Rolando; you have done wonders* I 
Jiave had my eyes on you during your whole per- 
formance, and have watched your countenance. 
J have no h^tation in predicting that you will 
become in time a yery accomplished hig^wayr 
man. The lieutenant and the rest chimed in witk 
the prophecy, and assured me that I could not fail 
iDf fulfilling it hereafter. I thanked them for th^ 
elevated idea they had formed of my talents, and 
promised to do all in yny power not to discredit their 
penetration. 

After they had lavished praises, the effect rather of 
their csuidour than of my merit, they took it into 
their heads to examine the booty I had brought under 
my convoy. Let us see, said they, let us see how a 
friar*s purse is lined. It should be fat and flourish- 
ing, continued one of them, for these good fathers 
do not mortify the flesh when they travel. The cap- 
tain imtied the purse, opened it, and took out two Or 
three handfuls of little copper coins, an Agnus-Dei 
here and there, and some scapularies. At sight of 
flo novel a prize, all the privates burst into an immo- 
derate fit of laughter. God be praised ! cried the 
lieutenant, we are very much obliged to Gil Bias ; 
his first attack has produced a supply, very season- 
able to our fraternity. One joke brought on another. 
These rascab, especially the fellow who had retired 
from the church to our subterraneous hermitage, 
began to make themselves merry on the subject. 
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They said ft thousand good thitigs, stich as shifiwM 
'at once the sharpness of their xnts, and the profli* 
•gacy of their morals. They were all on Ae broad 
^grkk except myself. It was impossible to be butt 
-and marksman too. They each of them shot their 
bolt at me> and the captain said : Faith, Gil Bias, I 
would advise you as a fiiend not to set your wit a 
second ttme against ^e church: the biter may be 
bit ; for you must live some time longer among «•, 
bdfore you are a match for them. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A more seriotts incident, 

Ws louBged 8Ji)0ut ^e wood for the gmiteryait 

^4he<lay} without lighting on- any trareller to pay 

'toll- for the friar. At leng^ we were begiumig to 

wear our homeward way» as if confining the feats of 

•the d|ty to this laughable adventure, which fonushed 

^ pl^itiful' fund of. conversation, when we g;ot intel- 

$^;eiice ^f a carriage on the road drawn hy four 

^tiles. They were comkg at a hard gaUop, with 

'Sute0 Outriders "viFho seemed to be well armed. Ro- 

:la4do i»dered the troop to halt, rand hold a council, 

.^e resist of whose deliberations was to attack the 

Meiny« We were regularly drawn up in batde 

.^array; and marched to meet the caravan. In spite of 

4he iqi^ause . I had gained in the wood, I foltan 

kiosing sort of a tremor come overrme, with a chill 

in 'my veins and t chattmiiig in my teeth thatseenied 

•lobode mend good. As it never ndns but it pours, 

(I was in the front of the battle, hoaaaned in-between 

the captain and the lieutenant, who had given me 

.-tfaat.post oC hotiour, that I might lose no time in 

.leatotttg to staadifire. Rolando, observing the low 

«bb bS'SLyvmrn^ >gpirito, ^loek^ and 
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muttered in a tone more resolute than, courtly: 
Hark ye ! Gil Blas^ look sharp about you 1 1 gire you 
fair notice^ that if you play the recreant^ I shcdl lodge 
a couple of bullets in your brain. I believed him a» 
firmly as my catechism, and thought it high time not 
to neglect the hint; so that I was obliged to lay an 
embargo on the expression of my iears^ and to think 
only of recommending my soul to God in silence. 

While all this "was going on^ the carriage and 
horsemen drew near. They suspected what sort of 
gentry we were; and guessing our trade by our 
badge, stopped within gun-shot They had carabines 
4nd pistols as well as ourselves. While they wer^ 
preparing' to give us a brisk reception, there jumped 
out of the coach a well-looking gentleman richly 
dressed. He mounted a led horse, ftnd put himseV 
at the head of his party. Though they wefe but 
four agaiast nine, for the coachman kept \m seat 6ik 
the box, they advanced towards ua with a confidence 
calculated to redouble my terror. Yet I did not 
forget, though trembling in every jomt, to hold my^ 
i^elf in readiness for a shot : but, to give a candid 
relation of the affair, I blinked and looked the other 
way in letting off my piece ; so that from the hamT- 
lessness of my fire, I was sure not to have murder to 
answer for in another world. 

I shall not give the particulars of the engagement; 
though present, I was no eye-witness i and my fear, 
while it laid h6id of my imagina^tiohj^ drew a veil dVec 



ibe ftnticipated horror of the sight AU I know about 
the matter is^ that after a grand discharge of mus? 
qnetry^ I heard my companiona hallooing Victory I 
Victory I as if their lungs were made of leather. At 
this shout the terror which had made a forcible entry 
on my senses wa& ejected; and I beheld the four 
horsemen stretched lifeless on the field of battle. On 
our side, we had only one man killed. This was 
the renegade parson, who had now filled the measure 
of his apostasy, and paid for jesting with scapularies 
and such sacred things. The lieutenant received a 
slight wound in the arm; but the bullet did little 
more than graze the skin. 

Master Rolando was the first at the coach-door. 
Within was a lady of from four to five-and-twenty, 
beautiful as an angel in his eyes, in spite of her sad 
condition. She had fainted during the conflict, and 
her swoon still contii^ued.. While he was fixed like 
a statue on her charms, the rest of ns were in pro- 
found meditation on the plunder. We began by 
securing the horse»of the defunct ; for these animals, 
frightened at the repost of our pieces, had got to a 
little distance,, after the loss of their riders. For the 
mules, they had not wagged a hair, though the 
coachman had jumped from his box during the en- 
gagement to make his. escape. We dismounted for 
the purpose of unharnessing and loading them with 
some trunks tied before and behind the carriage. 
This settled, the captain ordered the lady, who had 
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not yetvecowred her fiEueulfieSy lo beiciUm hoirlnlMidt 
before ^6 best mounted of tiiQ^spbbers ; thm^'kaviDg 
the carriage and the ^iMttsedcarcuiiei by the toad 
tide, me carried off widi as the lady, the iiniias and 
the horses. 
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CHAPTER X. 

t^ l0d^*s triBOment /hm the robb^s. Hik^vekMof 
the gie^af de^n^ conceiO^by iM Bias, 

- The nigfat had another hour to run, 'when we 
lUnrived at our subterraneous mansion. The first 
4hing we did was to lead our cavahry to the stable, 
where 'We were obliged to groom them onrselTies, as 
Ihe old negro had been c'onfined to hicr bed for fluree 
days, with a violent fit of the gout, and an^uniiiersal 
A^imatism. He had no member supple but ^ his 
tongue ; and that he employed in testifying his indigf- 
Nation by the most horrible impieties. Leaving this 
wretoh to curse and swear by himself, we went to 
the kitchen to look after the lady. So suocetsAd 
were our attentions, that we succeeded in recovering 
her^fiEom her fit But when she had once more the 
tse of her Senses, and saw herself encompassed^ by 
strangers, she knew the extent of- her 'mifforftme, 
and fcfauddered at the thought Al thati grief -* and 
dctspair together could present^ of images the most 
distressing^ appeared defnfoted in her eyes> i^ch'riie 
lifbeA. up to h<6aven, a» if in xeproadi for the indig- 
Mkie»> she was threatened ^with. Then^ giving- w&y 
at 6Dce to these dreadfiil apprehensioiis,' she fdl 
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again into a swoon, her eyelids closed once morey, 
and the robhera thought that death was going ta 
snatch from them their prey^ The captain, therefore, 
judging it more to the purpose to leave her to herself 
than to torment her with any more of their assist- 
ance, ordered her to be laid on Leoiuada's bed, and 
at all events to let nature take itS; course^ 

We went into the hall, where one of the robbers, 
who. had beevbred a surgeon, looked iait' the lieu-^ 
tenant's arm and put a plaister to it. After thii^ 
scientific operation, it was thought ^pedient tc^ 
cixamine the baggage. Sonie of the trunks were 
filled with laces and lin^n, others with Various 
articles of wearing. apparel: but the last contained, 
some bags of coin; a circumstance highly approved 
by the receivers general^ of the estate. After this 
mvestigation, the cook set out the side-board, laid 
the' cloth, and' served up supper. Our conversation 
rah first on the g^^ victory we had achieved. On* 
this subject said Rolando, directing himself to me^ 
Confess the truths Gil Bias*: you cannot deny that 
you were devilishly frightened. I oandidly admitted 
the fact; but promised to. fight like a crusader,, after 
my second or third campat^ HewHpon: dl the 
company took my pact, alleging the sharpness of the 
action in my excuse, wad that it was very well for a 
H^iace, not yet accustomed to the'smell of powder. 
' We next talkedof the mules and horses just added 
toJ-onr' siibterrane'ous stiid.. It was dfetesmined to» 
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9tt off the next mommg before day-break, and seU 
them at Mansilla, before there was any chanoe. of 
<}ttr expedition having got wind* Thia teaolntiott 
lakes, we fuushed our supper, and returned to the 
kitcheit to pay our respects to the lady« We found 
her in the same condition. Nevertheless, though 
the dregsr of life seemed almost esdiausted, some of 
these pbaichers could not help casting a wicked leer 
at her, and giving visible signs- of a aaotion within 
them, which wotrld have broken out into ot^ acl^ 
had not Rolando put a spoke in their wheel, by re* 
presentmg that they ought at least to watt till the 
lady had got rid of her tenrors and squeamishness, 
and could come in for her share of the amusement; 
Their re^ct for the captain operated as a check to 
the incontinence of their' passions. Nothing else 
^oiild have saved the lady ; nor would death itself 
probably have secured her from violation^ 

Agam therefore did we leave this unhappy female 
k> her melancholy fate. Rolando contented himself 
withcbargtug Leonarda to take care of her> and We 
all separated for the night. For my pert, ^^ik I 
Went to bed, instead of courting slBep, my thoughts 
were wholly taken up with the lady's, misfortunes. I 
had no doubt of her being a woman of quality, and 
diought'her lot on that account so much the more 
piteous. I could not paint to myself, without shud.-* 
dering, the horrors which awaited her; and felt 
myself as senisihly a&ctedby tbem, as if united to 
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I&er&ythe ties' of blood- br'fnsDdsbip.. At ^g^^ 
%fter hairing svfficiently .beiNJl^d'her destinyy'l 
muJHulim tbie meafts'bf preserving ber boi»>ur/firDm 
iti^pIfeient'dilngiar, apd* n^yself froni a longer ,ri^e 
fai'lhtsidungeon. I considered, that the obln^ro 
dosdd'nqt «tir,' and recollected that since bis illness 
'tb6>coQk.bad die key of the grate. That tkangbt 
iMihiied'*iny fancy, and gkve birtk^ to a project^not 
to be^'htizslrded lightly : the slages of itii exeevfioa 
^^^ere^the foiloiving. 

- r {>r^tended tO' have tbe.cbolici A lad in ike 
ehb^ cannot help whining and groaning; but Invent 
ftnther,' and cried out lustily, as loud as my Inigt 
should let me. Tins roused iny gentle friends, and 
faroCight them about me, to know what the deuce was 
th& matter. I informed them that I had a swinging 
IBt of the gripes, and to hu^oiir the idea^ . g*niuihed 
my teeth, made all manner of wry faces till I looked 
19ce a'bedlai6ite, and twisted my limbs as if I had 
been g;ding to be delivered of an heathen oracle. 
.Thdn ( becaime ealm sdl at once, as if my pains had 
libatcMl. The next -minute, I flounced up and down 
npbn: alf bed,.and threw my arms about at random. 
In a wotd, I played ndy piart so well^ that theie more 
^xperi^ced })erfonners, knowing as they Were, suf^ 
fered tUsmselv^s to be throwiioiFtiieir guards and to 
Ijeii^vd thai m.^ malady was real. All at once did 
they "busy thehis'elVes for my relief. One btou^it me 
a: botdeol brandy^ andi fo^sed ni^e to gnlp down 
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jialf of it;*aiiotfaery'nt'Spiteof my r^mobstFaiicet, 
Iqpplied «xl of sweet dmonds in a very offiinfiive 
mamier: a third went and made a napkin baniing; 
hoij to be clapped upon my stomach. In vain did 
I cry mercy; they attributed my noise 'tO' the vio- 
lemse of tny disorder, land went on inflii;fMg positive 
€vil by way of remedy for that which was artiiteial. 
At last, able to bear it no longer, I was bUig^ 
to swear diat I was better, and etitreat I9i6m to 
give me quarter. They left off killing me with 
Miiidness, and I took care not iti^ complain anjr more, 
forfi^ar of experiencing their tender ' attentions a 
«econd time. 

'. Hiis scen^ lasted nearly thihee hours. .After whtek 
tlie robbers, calculating it to be'near dacy- breaks' pre* 
(Mffed fbrth^ir journey to MansiHa. t was for getting 
ftp; as if I had set my heart on being ' o^ the party ; 
tittt that they would not allow. No, no, Gil Bias, 
said signer Rolando, stay here/ my lad t your cholic 
nay tetum. You shall go with «s af)f6ther time; 
td^y you are not in travelling d(Afdltion. I did 
tfot think it prudent to urge my att€ndaii'<*e too much, 
for fear of being taken at my word ; but only aff^ted 
great disappointmifent, witlfso nattrrail an air, that 
Itey all went off without the slightest misgiving of 
. my design. AfteT their departure, for ^tf^hieh I had 
^nityed most fermitly^ I ssdd to myself: Nowis your 
line, Gil Bias, to'be firm and resdved. Arm your- 
fekf with courage lo^ go tHirough y^th an * tfit^rist 
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■o ptopkiouBly begun.. Domingo is tied by the leg, 
and Leonarda maj shew her teeth, but she cannot 
bile. Pounce down upon opportunity while it offers; 
you may wait long enough for another. Thus did I 
spirit myself up in soliloquy* Ha^ng got out of bed, 
I laid hold of my sword and pistols; and away I 
went U> the Idtehenb But before I made my appear*^ 
ancCy I stopped to hear what Leonaida was talking 
about to the fait incognita, who was come to h^ 
Senses, and on a view of her misfortune in its extr&r 
mity, took on most desperately. That is right, 
my girU said the old hag, cry your eyes out,, sob 
away plentifully, you know the good effect of wo^ 
Shell's tears. The sudden shock was too much for 
you : but the danger is over, now the engines cah 
play. Your grief will abate by Uttle and little, and 
you will get reconciled to living with our gentle* 
m^n, who are very good sort of people.. Yoa wiH 
be better off than a prikieess. You da not know 
how fond they will be of you. Not a day will pass 
without your being obliged to some of them. Many 
a woman would give one of her eyes to be in yous 
place. 

' I did not allow Leonarda time to go on any longer 
with this babbling.^ In I went,: and putting, a pistol 
to her breast, insisted with a menacing air on her 
delivering up the key oC the grate* She did mot 
know what to make of my behaviour; and, though 
almost in the last stage of Ufe,. had such a propensity 



io linger on the road, as not to venture on a'refuBal. 
With the key in my hand, I directed the following 
i^peech to the distressed object of my compassion : 
Madam, heaven sends you a deliverer in me ; follow, 
and I will see you safe whithersoever you wish to be 
conducted. The lady was not deaf to my proposal, 
viiiich made such an impression on her grateful heari^ 
that she jumped up with all the strength she had left, 
threw herself at my feet, and conjured me to save 
her honour. I raised her from the ground, and 
assured her she might rely on me. I then took some 
ropes which were opportunely in the kitchen, and 
vnth her assistance tied Leonarda to the kga of a 
large table, protesting that I would kill her if she 
only breathed a murmur. After that, lighting it 
candle, I went with the incognita to the treasury, 
where I filled my pockets with pistoles, single and 
double, as full as they could hold. To encourage 
the lady not to be scrupulous, I begged she w(mld 
think herself at home, and make free with her owir. 
With our finances thus recruited, we went towards 
the stable, where I marched in with my pistols 
cocked. I was of opinion that the old blackamoor, 
for all his gout and rheumatism, would not let me 
saddle and bridle my horse peaceably, and my reso* 
lution was to put the finishing hand to all hii 
ailments, if he took it into his head to play the chiirlt 
4^ut, by ^ck>d tuck| he was at that moment in luic]^ 
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Iffdti, that I stole the dteed without his p^^eiviBg; 
linit the door was open. The lady in the mean time 
was wBiting for rnte. We were not long in thsfeaitiDg 
Ihe'^sbsage lending to the outlet; butrt^hedflie 
grate/bpeixed it, and at last got to the trap. Much 
ido^ there was to lift it, which we could aofhave 
done^ but for the new strength we borrowed frofn* Ae 
Ju>pe8r of ohr ^cape. 

Day was beginning to dawb, when ^e e fa ai ge d 
firom s&at abyss. Our first object was to- get asrAur 
from it as possible* I jumped into the saddlsi'lbe 
ludy got up behind me, and taking the ^isi pathlhat 
ofier^, we soon gilloped out of the forest - CdriAig 
to sdine cross-roads, we took our chance. I trem^iiid 
for* fear of its leaditig to Mansilla, and our eac^ta- 
tering Rolando and his comrades. LuckBy. isy 
i^^pniiensions ml^ere unfounded. We got to .Astei%a 
l>ytwo o'clock in the afternoon. The people Ibbked 
ht ns'os 'if ihey had never seen such a sight ^before, 
a8'9 woman riding behind a man. We alighted .at 
thetetilin. I immediat^y ordered a pajrtndgeMft&d 
a young rabbit to the spat. While my oiitani were 
in atrain of execution, the lady was shewn to.it r<k)m, 
irhdre We began to scrape acquaintance with one 
another; which We had not done on the road, on 
wxobnt of the speed we made. She expressed a 
tfigl^'Bense of my services, ^nd told me thai alter so 
^IMidemlady' a cdnduo^ shv cduldaot aUow herself 
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to think me one of the gang from whom I had 
rescued her. I told her my story, to confirm her 
good opinion. By these means, I entitled myself to 
her confidence, and to the knowledge of her mis- 
fortunes, which the recounted to die following 
effect 
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CHAPTER XL 

t 

The hisiory of donna Mencia de Mosquera. 

• 

I WAS bom at Valladolidy and am called donna 
Mencia de Mosquera. My father don Martin, after 
spending most of his family estate in the service^ 
was killed in Portugal at the head of his regiment* 
He left me so little property, that I was a bad match, 
though an only daughter. I was not however with- 
out my admirers, notwithstanding the mediocrity of 
my fortune. Several of the most considerable cava- 
liers in Spain sought me in marriage. My favourite 
was don Alvar de Mello. It is true he had a prettier 
person than his rivals; but more solid qualities 
determined me in his fiivour. He had wit, discre* 
tion, valour, probity ; and in addition to all these, an 
air of fashion* Was an entertainment to be given ? 
His taste was sure to be displayed. If he appeared 
in the lists, he always fixed the eyes of the beholders 
on his strength and dexterity. I singled him out 
from among all the rest, and married him. 

A few days after our nuptials, he met don Andrew 
de Baesa, who had been his rival, in a private place* 
They attacked one another sword in hand, and don 
Andrew fell. As he was neph6w to the conregidor 
of Valladolid, a turbulent maui violently incensed 
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against th^ house of Mello, don Alvar thought he 
conkL not«oon enough make his escape* He returned 
home speedily, and told me what had happened 
while his horse was getting ready. My dear Menciar 
said he at length, we must part You know the cor-» 
regidor : let us not flatter ourselves ; he will hunt me 
even to death. You are unacquainted with his 
influence ; this empire will he too hot to hold me* 
He was so penetrated by his own grief and rnine^ a» 
not to be able to articulate further. I made him take 
some cash, and jewels : then he folded me in his 
arms, and we did nothing but mingle our sighs and 
tears for a quarter of an hour. In a short time the 
horse was at the door. He? tore himself fnHsi me, 
and left me in a condition not easily to be expressed. 
It had been well if die excess of my aflliction had 
destroyed me! How mudi pain and trouble might 
I have escaped by death i Some hours after don 
Alvar was gone, the corregidor became acquainted 
with his flight. He set up an hue and cry after him, 
sparing no pains to get him into hb power. My 
husband however eluded his pursuit, and got into, 
safe quarters; so that the judge, finding himself 
reduced to confine his vengeance to the poor satisfac-* . 
tion of confiscating, where he meant to execute,, 
laboured to good purpose in his vocation. Don 
Alvar's little property all went to the hammei** 

I remained in^ a v^ comfortless situation, with 
scarcely the means of subsistence. A retired lifis. 
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was bestAiiited to my circiinutUUices^ with a fiil§^ 
female aenrant. I passed my hours in ilameii^»g»' 
not an indigence, which. I bore patiently* but ths, 
absence of a beloved husband, of whom I tttek^^ 
no accounts* He had indeed pledged himself, in the' 
melancholy moments of our parting, to be punctaal 
in acquainting me with his destiny, to whatever piart 
of the world his evil star might conduct him. And yet. 
saven. years rolled on without my hearing of him. My 
su^nee respecting hisiate afELicted me. most deeply.; 
Ai..last. I heard of his falling in battle, , under the: 
pArtugfuese banner, in the. kingdom of Fez. A .man 
newly returned from Africa brought me the acooont, 
with the assurance that he had be^i well acquamled 
with don Alvar de Mello; had served. with him in. 
the army, and had seen him drop in the action. To 
tlus narrative. of facts he added several collateial; 
circumstances, which left ihe nc^room to' doubt of my 
httsband*s premature death. 

About this time, don Ambrosio Mesia Canrfflo, 
marquia^le la Guardia, arrived at Valladohd. . He; 
was one of diose elderly noblemen who, with that, 
good breeding acquired by long experience in courtly * 
throw 'their years into the bade ground, andielain 
the Dscnky of making themselves agreeable to our. 
sex. One day, he happened by^acdident to hear.the. 
story of .don: Alvar ; and, from the part I bore' in it. 
and the. description. 4>f my person, there axoae a 
desire- of beiftg bette- acquainted. To sati^ hia^ 



f^ Ymmsde interest with one of my rehdonaj 
ta inviteime to her bouse. The gentleman tras one 
of- the partjoi This first interview made not the les^'. 
impvession oa his hearty for the traces of 80frow> 
which were too obvious on my countenancek.. He 
was touched by its melancholy and languishing ex- ^ 
pression, which gave him a favourable forepast of. 
my constancy. Respect, rather than any wanner > 
sentiment, might perhaps be the inspirer of his wishes. 
For he told me mcMre than once what a omiracle of* 
good faith he considered me, and my. husband's fate, 
as enviable in this respect, however lamentable in- 
others. In a wordy he was struck with, me at firft< 
sight, and did not wait for a review of my pretensions, 
but at Once took the resolution of making me hia- 
wife. 

The intervention of my kinswoman was adopted 
as the means of -inducing me to accept his proposal. 
She paid me a visit ; and in the course of conversation 
l^aaded, that as my husband had submitted to the 
decree of providence in the kingdom of Fez, accord- 
ing-, lo very credible accounts, it was no longer- 
rational to coop up my charms. I had shed tears > 
enough xyver a man to whom I had been united but 
for a few moments, as it were, and I ought to avail : 
myself of the present offer, and had nothing to do 
hot to atep^ into happiness at once. In furtheranoe 
of .these arguments, she set forth the old marquis*s 
pedigra^ his wealth and high character : but in vain ^ 
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did her eloquence e:q>atiate on his endowmenie^ for 
I was not to be moved. Not that my mind niia^ 
gave me respecting Don Alvar's death ; nor thai the 
apprehension of his sudden and unwelcome appear^ 
ance hereafter^ checked my inclinations. My little 
likings or rather my extreme repugnance to a second 
marriage, after the sad issue of the first, was the sole 
obstacle opposed to my relation's urgency. Neither 
was she disheartened : on the contrary^ her zeal for 
don Ambrosio resorted to endless stratagems. All 
my family were pressed into the old lord's service. 
So beneficial ai match was not to be trifled with I They 
were eternally besetting, dunning, and tormenting 
me. In fact, my despondency, which increased from 
day to day, contributed not a little to my yielding* 
As there was no getting rid of him, I gave way to 
their eiiger suit, and was wedded to the marquis de 
la Guardia» The day after the nuptials, we went to 
a^ very fine castle of his near Burgos, between Gi^al 
and Rodillas. He conceived a violent love for me : 
the desire of pleasing was visible in all his actions : 
the anticipation of my slenderest wishes waff lus ■ 
earliest and his latest study. No husband ever- 
regarded his wife more tenderly, no lover could' pour 
forth more devotion to his mistress. Nor would it 
have been possible for me to steel my heart against a 
return of passion, though our ages were so dispropor- 
tioned, had not every soft sentiment been buried iii • 
dcm Alvar's grave. But the avejiues of a constant 
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heart are barred algainst a (Second itimate. Hie 
memory of my first husband threw a damp on •!! the 
kind efforts of the second. Mere gratitude was a 
cold retribution for such tenderness ; but it was all 
I h^d to give. 

Stich was my temper of nnnd| wheki^ taking the air 
tftxe day at a window in my apartment, I perceived a 
peasant-looking man in the garden, viewing me with 
fi!Ked attention* He appeared to be a common la- 
bourer. The ci^umstance soon passed out of my 
thoughts ; but the next day, having again taken my 
station at the windo^r, I saw him on the self-same 
6pot, and again found myself the object of his eager 
gaze. This seemed strange ! I looked at him in my 
turn ; and, after an attentive scrutiny, thought I could 
trace the features of the unhappy don Alvar. This 
seeming visit from the tombs roused all the dormant 
agony of my soul, and extorted from me a piercing 
scream. Happily, I wais then alone with In^s, who 
of sdl my women engaged the largest share of my 
confidence. I told her what surmise had so agitated 
my spirits. She only laughed at the idea, and took 
it for granted that a slight resemblance had impoised 
on my fancy. Take courage, madam, said she, and 
do not be afraid of seeing your first husband. What 
likelihood is there of his being here in the disguise 
of a peasant? Is it even within the reach of credi* 
bility that he is yet alive ? However, I wiU go dowa 
into the garden, and talk with this rustic. I will 

VOL. I. £ 



74 OIL BLAS. 

anawer for finding out who he is^ and wUl return in 
all possible haste with my intelligence. In^s raii on 
her errand like a lapwing; but soon returned to my 
apartment with a face of mingled astonishment and 
emotion : M adam, exclaimed she, your conjecture is 
but too weU grounded ; it is indeed don Alyar whom 
you have seen ; he made himself known at once, and 
pleads for a private interview. 

As I had the means of admitting don Alvar instan- 
taneously, by the absence of the marquis at Burgos, 
I commissioned my waiting-maid to introduce him 
into my closet by a private staur cdise« Well may you 
imagine the hurry and agitation of tnj spirits. How 
could I support th6 presence of a. man, who was 
entitled to overwhelm me with reproaches ? I faint^ 
at his very foot-fall as he isntered. They were about 
me in a moment ; — he as well as In^s; and when they 
had recovered me from my swoon, don Alvar said : 
Madam, for heaven's sake, compose yourself. My 
presence shall never be the cause of pain to you ; 
nor would I for the world e^qpose you to the slightest 
anxiety. I am no sav^ husband, come to account 
with you for a sacred pledge ; nor do I impute to cri- 
minal motives the second contract you have formed. 
I am weU aware that it was owing to the importunity 
of your friends : your persecutions from that quarter 
are not unknown to me. Besides, the report of my 
death was current in Y alladolid ; and you had so 
much the more reason to give it credit, as no letter 
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from me gave you any assuraiice to the contrary. lo 
short, I am no strainer to your hahitu of life wcq 
oar cruel separation; and lamtr that necessity not 
lightness of heart, has throim you into the aims .... 
Ah ! sir, interrupted I with sobs, why will you mak« 
excuses for your unworthy wife? She is guilty, 
since you survive. Why am I not still in the forlorn 
state, in which I languished before my marriage with 
doo Apabrosio ? Fatid nuptials.!— alas ! but for these, 
I should at least have had the consolation in my 
wretcfa^dneSf of seeing the ol^ect of my first vows 
again without a blush« 

My dear Mencia, replied don Alvsur? with a look 
which marked how deeply he was penetrated by my 
contrition, I make no complaint of you ; and far from 
upbraiding you with your present, prosperity^ as 
heaven is my witness, I return it thanks for the 
&vours it has showered.on you. Sinc^ the sad day 
of my departure from Valladolid, my own fate has 
ever be^ adverse. My life hai^ been but a tissue of 
nusfortune ; and, as a surcharge of evil destiny, I 
had no means of letting you hear from me. Too 
secure in your afiection, I could neither think nor 
even dream but of the condition, to which my fatal 
love might have reduced you. Donna Menciain 
tears wa^ the lovely, but killing spectre that haunted 
me : of all my miseries, your dear idea was the most 
acute. Sometimes, I own, I felt remorse for the 
^njsporting crime of having pleased you. I wished 

s2 
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you had lent an ear to the suit of some happier rivaf, 
since the preference with which you had honoured 
me was to faU so cruelly on your own head. To tut 
short my melancholy tale; — after seven years of 
buffering, more enamoured than ever, I determined ' 
to see you once again. The impulse was not to be 
resisted ; and the expiration of a long slavery having 
furnished me with the power of giving way to it, I 
have been at Valladolid under this disguise at the 
hazard of a discovery. There, I learned the whole 
story. I then came to this castle, and found the 
means of admission into the gardener's service; who* 
has engaged me as a labourer. Such was my stra- 
tagem to obtain this private interview* But do not 
suppose me capable of blasting, by my continuance 
here, the happiness of your future days. I love you 
better than my own life ': I have no consideration 
but for your repose ; and it is my purpose, after thua 
unburdening my heart, to finish in exile the sacrifice 
of an existence, which has Itwt its value since no 
longer to be devoted to your Service. 

No, don Alvar, no, exclaimed I at these words ; 
you shall never quit me a second time. I will be the 
companion of your wanderings ; and death only shall 
divide us from this hour. Take my advice, replied 
he, live With don Ambrosio : unite not yourself with 
my miseries ; but leave me to stand under their undi- 
vided weight. These and other such entreaties he 
used ; but the more willing he seemed to sacrifice 
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himself to my welfare, the less did I feel disposed to 
take advantage of his generosity. When he saw me 
resolute in my determination to follow him, he all at 
once changed his tone ; and assuming an aspect of 
more satisfaction : Madam, sttd he, since you still 
love don Alvar well enough, to prefer adversity with 
him before your present ease and affluence, let us 
then take up our abode at Betancos, in the interior 
of Cralicia. There I have a safe retreat. Though 
my misfortunes may have stripped me of my effects, 
they have not alienated all my friends: some are yet 
•fidthfol, and have furnished me with the means of 
<*aTrying you off* With their help I have hired a 
carriage at Zamora ; have bought mules and horses, 
and am accompanied by perhaps the three boldest 
of the Galieians. They are armed with carabines 
and pistols, waiting my ordera cut the village of 
Rodillas. Let us avail ourselves of don Ambrosio's 
absence. I will send the carriage to the castle gate, 
and we will set out without loss of time. I con? 
sented. Don Alvar flew towards Rodillas, and 
shortly returned with his escort. My women, from 
the midst of whom 1 was carried off, not knowing 
what to think of this violent proceeding, made their 
escape in great terror. In^s only was in the secret ; 
but she would not link her fate with mine, on 
account of a love affair with don Ambrosio^s favourite 
man. 
I got into the carriage therefore with don Alvar, 
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taking nothing with me but my clothes and some 
jewels of my own before my second mamage ; for I 
could not think of appropriating any. presents of the 
marquis. We travelled in the direction of Galicia, 
without knowing if we should be lucky enough to 
reach it We had reason to fear don Ambrosio*8 
pursuit on his return, and that we should be over- 
taken by superior numbers. We went forward 
for two days without any alarm, and in the hope ai 
being equally fortunate the third, had got into a 
very quiet conversation. Don Alvar was relating 
the mdancholy adventure which had occasioned the* 
rumour of his death, and how he receverod his free* 
dom, after five years of slavery, when yel^terday we 
met upon the Leon road the banditti you were with. 
He it was whom they killed with all his attendants, 
and it is for him the tears flow, which you see me 
shedding at this moment. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
A disagreeable interruption. 

DoNKA Mencia melted into tears as she finished 
this i^ecital. I allowed her to give a free passage to 
her sighs : I even wept myself for company, so natural 
18 it to he interested for the d&icted, and especially 
for a lovely female in distress. I was just going to 
. tok her what she meant to do in the present con- 
junctare, and possibly she was going to consult me 
OQ the same subject, if our conversation had not 
been interrupted : but we heard a great noise in the 
inn, which drew our attenti<Hi whether we would or 
1^0. It w^ no less thcui the arrival of the corregi^ 
dor, attended by two algtiazilis and their mairshalmen. 
They cMk into thfe room where we were. A young 
gentlieman in their train caiaie first up to me, and 
began taking to pieces the difibrent articles of my 
dress. He had no occasion to exaniine them long. 
By saint James, exclaimed he, this i& my identical 
doublet ! It is the very thing ; and as safely to be 
challenged as my horse. You may coinmit this 
spark on my riecognizance ; he is one of the gang 
who have an undiscovered rietreat in this country. 

At this discourse, which gave me to understand 
i&y aQcuser to b^ the gentleipan robbed, whose spoils 
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to my confusion were exclusively my own, I was 
without a word to say for myself, looking one way 
and the other, and not knowing where to fix my 
eyes. The corregidor, whose office was suspicion^ 
set me down for the culprit; and presjuming on the 
lady for an accomplice, ordered us into separate 
Custody. This magistrate was none of your ^m 
gallows-preaching fellows : he had a jocular epigram^ 
matic sort of countenance* God knows if his heart 
lay in the right place for all that ! As soon as I was 
committed, in came h0 with his pack. They knew 
their trade, and began by searching njye. Wha^ a 
forfeit to these lords of the manor ! A% every handr 
ful of pistoles, what little eyes did I see them make ! 
The corregidor was absolutely out of his wits ! It 
was the best stroke within the memory of justice I 
My pretty lad, said his worship with a softened toQe> 
we only do our duty : but do not you tremble for 
your bones before the tim^ ; you will not be broken 
on the wheel, if you do not deserve it. These blood-^ 
suckers were emptying my pockets all the time with, 
their cursed palaver, and took from me what their 
betters of the shades below had the decency tp 
leave, my uncle*s forty ducats. They stuck at no* 
thing I Their staunch fingers, with slow but certain^ 
scent, routed me out from top to toe : th^y whisked 
me. round and round, and stripped m/e even to the 
shame of modesty, for fear some sneaking portraijt of 
the king should slink between my shirt s^d skuu 
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When they could sift me no further, the conegidor 
thought it time to begin his examination. J told a 
plain tale. My deposition was taken dovn ;. and the 
sequel was, that he carried in his train his blood* 
hounds, and my little property, leaving me to tos$ 
without a rag upon a beggarly whisp of straw. 

Oh the miseries of human life I groaned I, wh^ I 
found myself in this merciless and solitary condition. 
Our adventures here are whimsical, and out of all 
time and tune« From my first outset from Qyiedo, 
I had got into a pleasant round of difficulties : hardly 
had I worked myself out of one danger, before I 
soused into another. Coming into town here, how 
could I expect the honour of the corregidor's ac- 
quaintance ? While thus communing with my own 
thoughts, I got once more into th^ cursed doublet 
and the rest of the paraphernalia which had got me 
into such a scrape ; then plucking up a little courage. 
Never mind, Gil Bias, thought I, do not be chicken- 
hearted. What is a prison above ground^ after so 
brimstone a snuffle as thou hast had of the regions 
below? But, alas ! I hollow before I am out of the 
wood ! I am in more experienced hands than those 
«f Leonarda and Domingo. My key will not open 
ihis grate ! I might well say so : for a prisoner with- 
tmt money is like a birdwilh its wings clipt ; one must 
be in full feather, to flutter out of distance firom these 
^ol-birds. . 

' JBut we le^ a pagrtjidge and a young lablHt on: Ae 

js5 
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»pit ! How they got off I know not : but my^snpper 
was a bit of sailow^omplexioned bread, with s^ 
pitcher of water to render it amenable to mastication! 
and thus was I destined tO' bite the bridle in my 
dungeon. A fortnight was pretty well without deetng 
a soul but my keeper, who had orders that I shotild 
want for nothing in the bread and water way! 
Whenever he made his appearance, I was inclined 
to be sociable, and to parley a little to get rid of the 
blue devils: but this majestic minister was above 
reply ; he was mum ! he scarcely trusted his eyes, 
but to see that I did not slip by him. On the six^ 
teenth day, the corregidor strutted in to this time : 
You are a lucky fellow I I have news for yon. The 
lady is packed off for Burgos. She came und» my 
examination before her departure; ctnd her answeiAs 
went to your ezcu^Mition. You will be at large tUs. 
very day, if your carrier from PegnaAorto Cacabeloi 
agrees in the same tale. Hd is now ia Astorga. I 
have sent for him ; and expect him here : if he con^ 
firms the story c^ the tortare, you are youip owii 
master. 

At these words. I wa» ready to: jump dut of my 
skin ibr joy. The business was settled ! I thanked 
the magistirate for the abridgment of justice inA 
which he had deq^ned to &vour i^e ; stud wasgettiag^ 
to the fatg end of iny con^lkkietit, when the muleteer- 
arrived, with an attendant before and b^hiifcd. I 
knew tiie feUow'a fece.: but.he, bavmg As. a t&litter 
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ofcourse sold my cloak-bag with the contents, from 
a deep-rooted affection to the money which the sale 
had brought, swore lustily that he had no acquaint- 
ance with me, and had never seen me in the whole 
eourse of his life. Oh ! yoii yillain, exclaimed I, .go 
down on your knees .and own that you have sold my 
clothes. Prythee, have some regard to truth ! Look 
in my face : am not I one of those shallow young 
fellows, whom you had the wit to threaten with the 
cack in the corporate town of Cacabelos? The 
muleteer turned upOA his toe, and protested he had 
not the honour oi my acquaitttaBce. As he persisted 
in his disavowaly i was recommitted tot forther exa- 
mination. Patieftce oAce more ! It was only reducing 
fieaits and ^ists to the level of bvead and water, and 
regaSng the oidy sense I had the means of using 
with the sight of my tongue-tied warden. But wh^n 
I reflected how Mttle ittbocence would avail to 
extricate me from the cktehe^of the law, the thought 
was death : I paafed for ifty subterraneous paradise. 
Take it for all in all, said I, there were fewer griev- 
ances tihaA in this, dungeon. I was hail fellow well 
met with the baaaditti ! I bandied about my j^es 
with the best of them, rind lived on the sweet hope 
of an escape ; whereoEt my innocence here will only 
fe a pa8]^rt to the galleys*. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

The lucky means by which OH Bias escaped frcm^ 
prison, and hi» travels afterwards. 

While I passed the hours in tickling my hncj> 
with my own g^y thoughts, my adventures, word for 
word as I had set my hand to them, were current 
about the town^ The people wanted to make a show 
of me I One after anothar, there they came, peep^ 
ing in, ajt a Uttle window of my prison, not too capa-^ 
eiou9 of day-light; and when they had looked about 
them, off they went I This raree-show was a noTelty^ 
Since my commitment, there had not been a living, 
creature at that window, which looked into axourt 
where silence and- horror kept guard. This gave me 
to understand that I was become the town-talk^ and 
I knewnpt whether to divine good or evil from the 
omeiu 

One of my first visitors was the Ixtde chorister of 
Mondognedo, who had a feUow-fediag with mefor 
the rack, and an. equally light pair of heels« I knew 
l^m at once^ and he had no qualmsi about admow- 
kdging me as. aa acquaintaiice. We exchanged 
a kind gre^ng; then compared notes since our 
separation*. I was obliged to relate my adventures 
in due form and order.. The chorister, oi^ his part. 
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fold me what had happened in the inn at Cacabelosy 
between the muleteer and the bride^ after we had 
taken to our heels in a panic. Then, with a friendly 
assurance at partings he promised to leave no stone 
unturned for my release. His companiona of mere 
curiosity, testified their pity for my misfortune; 
asuuring me that they would lend a helping hand to 
ijie little chorister, and do their utmost to procure 
ipsy freedom. 

They were no worse than their word. The cor- 
tegidor was applied to in my favoury who, no longer 
doubtfid of my innocence, above all when be had 
heard the chorister's story, came three weeks after- 
wairds into my cell. Gil Bias, said he, I never stand 
shilly-shally : begone, you are free ; you may take; 
yourself off whenever you please. But, tell me, if 
you were carried to the forest, could you not discover 
ihe subterraneous retreat? No, sir, replied I : as I 
only entered in the night, and made my escape before 
day-break, it would be impossible to fix upon the 
9pot. Thereupon the magistrate withdrew, assuring 
me that the gaoler should be ordered to give me free 
egress; In fact, the very next moment the turnkey 
garner into my dungeon,, followed by one of his out- 
fidi^g estabUshmenty with a bundle of clothes under 
tiis ann. They, both of theni stripped me with the 
utmost ftdemnityy and without uttering a single syl-^ 
\able,^ of my doublet and breeches,, which had the 
^on^ur to b^ made of a bettermost cloth almost new ; 
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then, having rigged me in an old frock, they shoved 
me out of their hospitable mansion by the shonlders: 
The taking I was in to see myself so ill equipped, 
acted as. a cooler to the usual transport of prisoners. 
at recovering their liberty. I was tempted to escape 
from the town without delay, that I might withdraw 
from the gazfrol the people,, whose prying eyes I 
could not encouMer but with pain. My ^titude 
however got the better of my diffidence. I went to 
diank the liltle chorister, to whom I was so much 
•bilged. He could not help <^uckl]ng when be saw 
me. That is your trim, is it? said he. As far as I 
see, you cannot complain that your case has not 
been sifted to the bottom. I have nothing to say 
against the laws of my country, replied I ; they are 
as just as need be. I only wish their officers would" 
take after them ! They might have spared me my 
suit of clothes ! I havo^ paid for them over and over 
again. I am quite of yoor mind,. rej<Hned he ; but 
they would tefi yo« that these are little formalities, 
of old standing, which cannot be dispensed with.. 
Whajt! you are fidoUsh enough to suppose, for 
mstance, that your horse bas been restored to its:; 
right owner? Not a woid of it, if you please: thebeast 
is at thk present m the stables of the register,, where- 
it has been impounded as- a witness to be brought 
iilte court: if the poor gentlttnan comes off w^ the. 
eiQpper, he will be so much iii pocket. Bat let us*, 
ehaiige the sttl^dct.. What is your pfam? Wbatdoi 
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^u mean to do with younelf ? I have an mclina- 
ticm, said I, to take the road for Burgos. I may light 
on my rescued lady ; she wiU give me a little ready 
eash: I shall then buy a new short cassock, and 
betake myself to Salamanca, where I shall see what 
I can make of my Latin^ All my trouble is, how tb 
get to Burgod : one must liye on the road. I undet-^ 
stand you, replied he. Take my purse : it is rather 
liunly lined, to.be sure; but you know a, chorister's 
dividends are not like a bishop'&i. At the same thde 
he drew it from his pouch, and inserted it between 
my hands with so good a grace, that I could not do 
otherwise than accept it, for want of a bett». 1 
thanked him as though he had made me a present of 
a gold mine, and tendered him a thousand proinises 
of recotopence, to be duly honoured and punctually 
paid at docHu's-day. With this I left him, and 
scitflied out of the town, not pajjng my respects, to 
aiy other benefactors ; but giving them a thousand 
blesbihga horn my heart. 

The .little ch(»isfter had reason for speaking mo* 
totly of iu3 piirse ; it was not orthodox. By good 
buck, I had been used for these two months to a yery 
dender dief, and had stiU a little small change left 
when I reached Ponte de Mula, not f&r firom Burgos, 
i felted there to enquire after donna Menda. The 
hostesa of (he inn I put up at Was a litde withi^ted, 
spiteful, emaciated lit of mortality. 1 saW at a 
glance,, by the mouths she made at me asidle, that my 
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frock did not hit her fancy ; and I thought it a proof 
of her taste. So I sat myself down at a table ; eat 
bread and cheese, and drank a few glasses of execra- 
ble wine, such as innkeepers technically call chasse- 
coquin.. During this meal, which was.of a piece with 
the outward appearance of the guestj I did my utmost 
to come to closer quarters with my landlady* Did 
she know the marquis de la Guardia? Was his 
eastle far out of town ? Above all, what was become 
of my lady marchioness ? You ask many questions 
in a breath,, replied she, bridling with disdain. But 
I got out of her, though by hard pumping, that don 
Ambrosio*s caatle was bul a short leagueirom Ponte 
de Mula. 

After I had done eating and drinking, as it was 
night, I thought it natural to. ge to bed, and asked 
for my roonu A room for you ^ shrieked my land- 
lady-, darting at me a glance of contempt and pride;: 
I have no rooms for fellows who make their supper 
on a bit of cheese. All my beds are bespoke. There 
are people of fashion- expected, and our aGC(M[nmo- 
dations are all kept for them. But I willv not be 
unchristian : you may lie in my bam^^ I supposie you» 
soft skin will not be incommoded by the feel of straw* 
She spoke truth without knowing it I took it allin 
silence, and slunk to my roosting-place, where I fell 
l»leep like a man, the excess of whose labours utq 
his ready passport to the blessings of repose,^ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
Donna Mencia*$ reception of him at Burbot. 

I "WAS no sluggard, but got up the next morning 
betimes. I paid my bill to the landlady, who was 
Already stirriiig, and seemed a little less lofty and 
in better humour than the evening before; a cir- 
cumstance I attributed to the endeayours of three 
kind guardsmen belonging to the holy brotherhood. 
These gentlemen had slept in the inn: they were 
evidently on a very intimate footing with the hostess ; 
Bnd doubtless it was for guests of such note that all 
the beds were bespoke. 

I enquired in the town my way to the castle where 
I wanted, to present myself! By accident I made up 
^ a man not unhke my landlord at Pegnaflon He 
was not satisfied with answering my question to the 
point ; but informed me that don Ambrosio had been 
dead these three weeks, and that the marchioness 
kis lady had taken the resolution of retiring to a 
<^nveht at Burgos^ which he named. I proceeded 
inunediately towards that town, instead of taking 
the road to tiie castle, as I had first meant to do, and 
flew at once to the place of donna Mencia's retreat. 
I. besought the attendant at the turning-box to tell 
A^ Udy that. a young maiji just discharged from 
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prison at Astorga wanted to speak with her. The 
nun went on the message immediately. On her 
return, she shewed me into a parlour, where I did not 
wait long before don Ambrosio*s widow appeared 
at the grate in deep mourning. 

You are welcome, said the lady. Four days ago 
I wrote to a person at Astorga, to pay you a visit as 
from me, and to tell you to come and see me the 
moment you were released from prison. I had no 
doubt of your being discharged shortly : what I told 
the corregidor in your exculpation was enough fn 
that An answer waa brought that you had heeik set 
at liberty, but that no one knew what was become of 
you. . I was afraid of ndt seeing you any more, and 
losing the pleasure of expressing my gratitude. Kever 
mind, added she, observing my confuliion at making 
my appearance in so wretdied a garb ; your dress is 
of very little consequence. After the important ser* 
Vice you have rmidered me, I should be the most 
uxigratd^ of my sex, if I were to da nothing for ymi 
in retUHL I undertake therefore to better your con- 
dition: it is my duty, and the means are in my 
power. My fortune is large enough to pay my de6l 
of obligation to you, without putting myself to ineon- 
venience. 

You know, continued she, my story up to the 
time JWhen we both were committed to prison. I wiQ 
now tell you what has happened tti md since. When 
tbe corridor at Astorga had sent nie to Burgos, 
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idler having heard from my own lips afiutfaful recital 
of my adventores, I presented myself at the castle of 
Ambrosio. My return thither esdted extreme sur- 
prize: bat they told me that it was too late; the 
marquis, as if he had been thunderstruck at my 
flighty fell sick ; and the physicians despaired of his 
recovery. Here was a new incident in the melan- 
choly tragedy of my fate. Yet I ordered my arrival 
to be announced. The next moment I ran into his 
chamber, and threw myself on my knees by his bedr 
side, with a feoce running down with tears and an 
heart qypressed with the most lively sorrow. Who 
sent for you hither ? said he as soon as he saw me ; 
are you come to ccmtemplate your own. contrivance ? 
Was it not enough to have deprived me of life ? But 
was it necessary to satisfy your heart's desire, to be 
an eye-witness of my death ? My lord, replied I» 
In^s must have told you that I fled with my first hus- 
band ; and, had it not been for the tad accident 
which has taken him from me for ever, yOn n(ever 
would have seen me more* At the same time, I 
acquainted, him that don Alvar lUkd beeii killed by a 
banditti, whose captive I had consequently been in 
a subterraneous dungeon. After relating the par- 
ticulars of my story to the end, don Ambrosio held 
out te me his hand. It li ^isiough, said he tiffection- 
ately, I will make no more complaints. Alas 1 Havo 
I in .fact any right to., reproach you ? You were 
thrown once more in the way of a beloved husbandi 
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and gave me up to follow his^ fortunes : csaik I blame 
such an instance of your affection ? No, madam, it 
would have been vain to resist the will of fate. For 
that reason I gaye orders not to pursue you. In my 
rival himself I could not but respect the sacred rights 
with which he wa» invested, and even the impulse of 
your flight seemed to have been communicated by 
some superior power. To close all with an act of 
justice, and in the spirit of reconciliation, your return 
bither has re-established you completely in my affec-* 
tion. Yes, my dear Mencia, your presence fiU& me 
with joy : but, alas I I shall not long be sensible to 
it I feel my last hour to be at hand. No sooner 
are you retired to me, than I must bid you an eternal 
farewells At these touching expressions, my teazs 
flowed in torrents. I felt and expressed as much 
affliction as the human heart is capable of containing, 
I question whether don Alvar's death, doting on him 
as I did, had cost me more bitter lamentations. Don 
Ambrosio had given way to no mistaken presage <tf 
his death, which happened on the following day; 
and I remained mistress of a considerable jointure, 
settled on me at our marriage. But I shall take care 
to make no unwer^y use of it. The world shall not 
see me, young as I still am, wantoning in the arms 
of a third husband. Besides that such levity seems 
irreconcileable with the feelings of any but the pro* 
fligate of our sex, I will frankly own the relish of 
life to be extii\ct in me ^ so that I mean, to end my 
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days in thia conTent, 'and to become a bene&ctress 
toit. 

Such was donna Mencia*s diBconrse about her 
future plans. She then drew a purse frbm beneadk 
herirobe> and put it into my hands, with tlus address : 
Here are an hundred ducats simply to Aimish out 
your wardrobe. That done^ come and see me again. 
I mean not to confine my gratitude within such nar-^ 
row bounds. I returned her a thousand thanks, and 
promised solemnly not to quit Burgos, without taking 
leave of her. Having given this pledge, which I had 
every inclination to redeem, I went to look out for 
some house of entertainment. Entering the first I 
met with, I asked for a room. To parry the ill 
opinion my frock might convey of my finances, I told 
the landlord that however appearances might be 
against me, I could pay for my night*s lodging as 
well as a better dressed "gentleman. At this speech, 
the landlord, whose name was Majuelo, a great ban- 
terer in a coarse way, running over me with his eyes 
from top to toe, answered with a cool, sarcastic grin, 
that there was no need of any such assurance : it 
was evident I should pay my way liberally, for he 
discovered something of nobility through my dis- 
guise, and had no doubt but I was a gentleman in 
▼ery easy circumstances. I saw plainly that the 
rascal was laughing at me ; and, to stop his humour 
before it became too convulsive, gave him a little 
insight into the state of my purse. I went so far as 
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to count over my ducats on a table be&se.him* and 
perceived my coin to haye inclined him to a more 
respectful judgment I begged the fayaav of bim to 
send for a tailor. A broker would be better, said 
he; he will bring all sorts of appsxel, and yon will 
be dressed up out of band. I approved of this ad- 
vice, and determined to follow it; but, as the day 
was on the point of closing, I put off my purchase 
^1 the morrow, and thought only of getting a good 
supper, to make me amends for the miserable 6ie 
I had taken up. with since my escape from the 
forest. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Gil Bias dresses himself to mare advaniagCf amd 
receives a second present from the lady. His e^pii- 
page on setting out from Burgos. 

Thxy served me up a plentiful fricassee of sheep's 
trotters, almost the whole of which I demolished. 
My drinking kept pace with my eating : and when I 
could staff no longer, I went to bed. I lay comfort- 
ably enough; and was in hopes that a sound sleep 
would have the kindness without delay to commit a 
friendly invasion on my senses. But I could not 
dose an eye, for ruminating t>n the dress I should 
choose. What shall I do, thought I ? Shall I fol- 
low my first plan ? Shall I buy a short cassock, and 
go to Salamanca to set up for a tutor ? Why should 
I adopt the costume of a licentiate? For the pur- 
pose of going into orders ? Do I feel an inward call ? 
No! If I have any call, it is quite the contrary way. 
^ had rather wear a sword than an apron; and 
push my fortune in this world, before I think of the 
next 

I made up my mind to take on myself the appear- 
^ce of a gentleman. Waiting for the day with the 
S^atest impatience, its first dawn no sooner greeted 
"^7 eyes, than I got up. I made such an uproai^ in 
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the inn, as to Wake the most inveterate sleeper^ ^i 
called all the servants out of bed, who retomed 
my salute with a volley of turses. But they found 
themselves under a necessity of stirring, and I let 
them have no rest, tMl they had sent for a bioken 
The g^entleman soon made his. appearance, followed 
by two lads, each lugging in a great bundle of green 
cloth. He accosted me very civilly, to the following 
efTeCtt Honoured sit, you are an happy man to- have 
been tecommended to me rathet than any one else. 
I do not mean to give my brethren an ill word : God 
Ibrbid I should offer the slightest injury to their repa<» 
tation I They have none to spare. But, between pur* 
selves, there is not one of them that has any bowels; 
they are more extortionate than the Israelites. Hiere 
is not a broker but myself) that has any moral sense. 
I keep within the bounds of a reasonable profit. I 
am satisfied with a pound in the penny;— no, no! — 
that is wrong :— with a penny in the pound. Thanks 
to heaven, I get forward fair and softly in the 
world. 

The broker, after this preface, which T like a fool 
took for chapter and verse, told his journeymen to 
undo their bundles* They shewed me suits of every 
colour in the rain-bow, and exposed to sale a great 
choice of plain cloths. These I threw aside with 
contempt, as thinking them too undrest; but they 
made me try on one which fitted me as well a» if I 
had been measured for it, and just hit my fancy, 
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fikough it was a little the worse for wear. It was a 
doublet -with slashed sleeves, with breeches and a 
clotk, the whole of blue velvet with gold embroidery. 
I felt a little hankering after, this particular article, 
and attempted to beat down the price. . The broker, 
who saw my inclination, told me I had a very correct 
taste. By all that is sacred ! exclaimed he, it is plain 
you are no yonnker. . T ake this widi you ! That dress 
was made for one of the first nobility in the kingdom, 
and has not been on his back three times. Look at 
the velvet; feel it: nothing <:an be richer or of a betr 
ter colour; and for the embroidery^ come now! tell 
truth: did you ev» see better workmanship? What 
is the price of it? said L Only i^ty ducats, replied 
he. I have refused the money, or else I am a liar. 
The alternative. could not fail in one proposition or 
the other. I bid five and fcnrty: two or three and 
twenty would have been nearer the mark. My wor- 
% master, said the broker cooUy, I never ask too 
mucl^.. I have but one price. . But here, added he, 
holding .up the suits I had thrown aside ; take these : 
I can afibrd to sell them a better bargain. All this 
only inflamed my eagerness to buy what I was cheap- 
ening; and. as I had no idea that he would have made 
^y abatement, I paid him down sixty ducats. When 
he saw how easily a fool and his money were parted,- 
l vetiiy believe that, in spite of the moral sense, he 
heartily repented not having taken a hint from the 
extortionate Israelite. But reconciling himself as 
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well as he could to the small profit, to which he proHi 
fessed to confine himself, of a pound . upon a penny, 
he retreated with his journeymen. I was not suf- 
fered to forget that they must have .something foe 
their trouble. 

r had now a cloak, a ddublet^ and a rery deceJit 
pait of breeches. The rest of my ward robe was to 
be thought of: and this took up .the whole morning. 
I bought someUnen, a hat, silk stockings,: shoes, and 
a sword ; and- concluded by putting on my pur** 
chases. What pleasure was it to see myself so well 
accouteredl My eyes were never cloyed, as it were, 
with the richness of my attire. Never did peacocklook 
at his own plumage with less philosophy. On that 
very day, I paid a second visit to donna Mencia, whd 
received me with her usual affability. She thanked 
me over again for the service I had rendered het^ 
On that subject, rapid was the interchange of com- 
pliments. Then, wishing every kind of success, sh^ 
bade me farewel, and withdrew, without -giving* me 
any thing but. a ring worth thirty pistoles, which she 
begged me to keep as a remembrance. ' • 

I looked very foolish with my ring! I had reekonecb 
on a much more condiderabie present Thus, litUe 
satisfied with the lady*s bounty, I measured back my 
steps in a very musing attitude: but as I entered the 
inn-door, a man overtook me, and throwing off his 
wrapping cloak, discovered a large bag under his 
arm. At the vision of the bag, apparently full of 
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tuizeitt coin, I stood gaping, as did niQSt of the qpm- 
panj.present. The voice of angel or archangel could 
not hxre been sweeter, than when this messenger of 
earthly dross, laying the bag upon the table, said : 
Signer Gil Bias, the lady marchioness desires her 
compliments^ I bowed the bearer out, with an ao* 
cumulation of fine. speeches ; and as soon as his back 
was turned, pounced upon the bag, like a hawk upon 
its quarry, and bote it between my talons to my cham- 
ber. I untied it without loss of time, and the con- 
tents were ; — a thousand ducats ! The landlord, who 
had overheard the bearer, came in just as I had done 
counting them, to know what was in the bag. The 
sightof my riches displayed upon a table, struck him 
itt a very forcible manner. What the devil ! here is 
a som of money! So, sol you are the man! pursued 
he with a waggish sort of a leer, you know how tOr- 
tickle the — fancies of the ladies! Four and twenty 
hours only have you been in Burgos, and marchion- 
esses, I warrant you, have surrendered at the first 
summons ! 

This discourse was not so much amiss. I was 
half inclined to leave Majuelo in his error; for it flat- 
tered my vanity. I do not winder young fellows are 
fond of passing for men of gallfti^try . But as yet the 
purityof my morals was proq^^gainst the suggestions 
of my pride. I undeceiyed!'my landlord, by telling 
him donna Mencia*s stdry, to which he listened very 
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atfeentirely. Afterwards I let him into the state oC 
my aiiairs; and, as he seemed to take an interest in 
them, besought him to assist me with his advice. 
He mminated for some time; then said with a seri- 
oas air: Master Gil Bias, I have taken a liking to 
yon; and since yon are candid enough to open your 
heart to me, I will tell yon sincerely what I think 
would suit you best. You were evidently bom for 
a court life: I recommend it to you to go thitberi and 
to get about the person of some (WQaiderable noble^ 
man. But make a point either of getting at his se- 
crets, or administering to his pleasures; unless you 
do that, it will be all lost time in his family. I know 
the great: they reckon nothing upon the zeal and at- 
tachment of a real friend; but on}y care for pimping 
sycophants. You have besides Qinother string to 
your bow. You kre young, with fm attractive per- 
son : parts out of the question, for t|iey are not at all 
necessary, it is hard if you cannot turn the head of 
some rich widow, or handsome wife with a broom- 
stick for her husband. Love may ruin men of for- 
tune; but it makes amends by feathering the nests of 
those who have none. My vote therefore is for Ma- 
drid : but you must not make your appearance there 
without an establicdiment. There, as elsewhere, 
people judge by the outside; and you will only be 
respected according to the figure you make. I will 
£nd you a servant, a tried domestic, a prudent lad; 
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in a word, a fellow of my own creation. Buy a 
couple of mules; one for yourself, the other for him : 
and set off as fast as you can. 

This counsel was too palatable to be refused. On 
the day following, I purchased two fine mules, and 
bargained with my new servant. He was a young 
man of thirty, of a very simple and godly appearance. 
He told me he was a native of Galicia, by name Am- 
brose de Iiamela. Other servants are selfish, and 
think they never can have wages enough. This fel- 
low assured me he was a man of few wants, and 
should be contented with whatever I had the good- 
ness to give him. I bought a pair of boots, with a 
portmanteau to lock up my linen and my money. 
Having settled with my landlord, I set out from 
Burgos the next morning before sun-rise, on my way 
to Madrid. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Shemng that prosperity will slip thrtmgh a mans 

fngers. 

We slept at Duengnas the first night, and reached 
Valladolid on the following day, about four o'clock 
in the afternoon. We alighted at the inn of the most 
respectable appearance in the town. I left the care 
of the mules to my fellow, and went up to a rootn 
whither I ordered my portmanteau to be carried by 
a waiter. As I felt a little weary, I threw myself on 
a couch in my boots, and fell asleep inyoluntarily. 
It was almost night when I awoke. I called for Am- 
brose. He was not to be found in the house; but 
made his appearance in a short time. I asked him 
where he had been : he answered in his godly way, 
that he was just come from church| whither he went 
for the purpose of thanksgiving, by reason that we 
had been graciously preserved from all perils and 
dangers between Burgos and Valladolid. I com- 
mended his piety; and ordered ^chicken to be roasts 
ed for supper. '%\ 

At the moment when I was giving this order, my 
landlord came into my room with a light in his hand. 
That cursed candle served tQ i^troduce % lady^ hand* 
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^ome but not youn^, 'and very richly attired. She 
leant upon an uahcir, none of the youngest, and a 
little blackamoor was her train-bearer. I was under 
n6 siiKall kurprice wh^ this fair incognita, with a pro- 
foimdiobeisance, .begged to know if my name might 
happen: to be signor Gil Bias of SantiUane? I had 
no sooner blundered out yes^ than she released her 
sweet h&i)d &om Ihe custody of the usher, and em- 
bn^i^rmeTwith a transport of joy, of which I knew 
less'^aod' less what to make. Heaven be praised, 
cried she,' {for all its mercies! You are he, noble sir, 
thi(^ vQlyjmait 'of iirhom I was in. quest. By this in- 
troduction; Iwa^ reminded of my friend the parasite 
at PegnajBor^ aind was. oh the point of suspecting the 
lady t6 'bee no better than an.honeBt^woman should 
be:f bait hel^^ale gave me a much Jiigher opinion of 
her. I ohiy cbntkmed she, ib^t cousin to donna 
Mei«cm}de Mosquera, whom you have ^so greatly be- 
lri^d!ed«"iclt wasbut thia morning I received a letter 
from ^er.v -l^bib writes . me word that having learnt 
yoiir intention of going to Madrid, she wish^ me to 
lecerfeyou hibspita^ on your journey, if you went 
^ wayv \f(ir these two hours have I been parading 
^6 toiifn;' .'From 'inn to innhave I^neto inform 
B^ysett what -strangers were iii the house; and I 
gathered from tfa^landlord's ; description, that you 
^e ihofft'likely to have been my coiasin's deliverer, 
^ce then I ha?e found you out, you shall km>w by 
^q>metpoe taj gratitude to the friends of nly &mily , 
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and especuJly to my dear ccmsin's liero. You inH 
take up your abode, if yoa pleaae, at my bouse. 
Your accommodatioiis will be better. I iviahed to 
excuse myself; and told tbe lady that I could not be 
so troublesome : but ber inqpottunities were more than 
a match for my modesty. A caniiB^ was waitingat 
the door of the inn to conyey us. She saw my port* 
mantean taken care of with ber own eyes, because, 
as she justly obsenred, there were a greAt many light* 
fingered gentry about Valladolid — to be sure there 
were a great many ligbt-fingered gentry about 
ValladoUdy as she justly observed 1 In short, I got 
into the carriage with ber and the old usher, and suf* 
fered myself to be carried off bodily firom the inn, to 
the great annoyance of the landlord, who saw himself 
thus weaned from all the little perquisites he bad 
reckoned on from my abode under bis roof. 

Our carriage, having rolled on some distance, st<^ 
ped. We alighted at the door of a handsome house, 
and went up stairs into a well famished apartment, 
illumin&ted by twenty or thirty wax candles. Several 
servants were in waiting, of whom the lady enquired 
whether don Raphael was cdme. They answered. 
No. She then addressed herself to me: Signor Gil 
Bias, I am waiting for my brother's return from a 
country seat of ours • about two leagues ^ distant. 
What ail agreeable surprize will it be to him to find 
a man under his roof to whom our family is so much 
indebted ! At the very moment she had finished this 
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pretty speech, we heord a noises and were informed at 
the same time that it was occasioned by the arrival of 
don Raphael. This spark soon made his appearance. 
He was a young man of portly figure and genteel 
manners. I am in ecstacy to see you back again, 
brother, said the lady; you will assist me in doing, the 
honours to signer Gil Bias of Sahtillane. We can 
iiever do enough to shew our sense of his kindness 
to our kinswoman, donna Mencia. Here, read this 
letter I have just received. Efon Raphael opened the 
envelope, and read aloud as follows: ''My dear 
Camilla,' aignor Gil Bias of Santillane, the saviour of 
ny honour and my life, has just set out for court. 
He will of course pass through Valladolid. I conjure 
you by' our family connection, and still more by our 
indissoluble friendship, to give him an hospitable re- 
ception, and to detain him for some time as your 
guest. I flatter myself that you will so far oblige me, 
and that my deliverer will receive every kind of polite 
attention from yourself, and my cousin don Raphael. 
Your affectionate cousin,, 

<* Burgos^ Dokka Mencia.*' 

What ! cried don Raphael, castmg his eyes again 
over the letter, is it to this gentleman my kinswoman 
owes her honour and her life? Then heaven be 
praised for this happy meeting. With this sort of 
language, he advanced towards me'; and squeezing 
me tightly in bis arms : What joy to me is it,, added 
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ke, to have tbe honour of jseeiitg signor Oil Bias of 
SantiUane ? My cousin the mardiioiiess had no need 
to press our hospkality . Had she oiily told us sunply 
that you were passing through Vailaddid^ that voold 
have been enough* My sister Camilla and I shaHbe 
at no loss how to conduct oursielves towards a yomig 
gentleman, who has con£rarred an obligation^ not to 
be repaid, on her of all our fiunily most lend^Iy be- 
loved by us. I made the best answer I could to these 
speeches, which were followed by many others of the 
same kind, and intarlarded with a thous^d bows 
and scrapes. But Lord bless m^, he has hit boots 
on! The servants w^e o^ered in, to take theo, 
off. 

We nesct went into anothes roomV where the dodi 
was laid. Down we sat at table, the brother, sister, 
and myself. They paid me an hundred compliments 
during supper. Not a word. escaped me, but^i^ 
magnified it into an admirable hit! It was impos- 
sible not to observe the assiduity with which tibeyboth 
helped me out of every disk. Don Raphael often 
pledged me to donna Mencia's health. Itcould not 
refuse the challenge; and it looked a little as if 
Camilla, who was a very good companion, ogled at 
me with no (|uestionable meaning. I even thought 
I could perceive that she watched .her opportianly,, 
as if she waa afraid of being.detected by her brother. 
An oracle could not have^convtnced me more tenly 
tfaaiithe: lady was eai^ght; and I looked forward ^ a 
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a little delicate amusement from the discovery, 
during the short time I wa& to staynt Valladolid. 
That hope- was my tempter to comply with the 
request ihey made me, of condescending to pass a 
few days with. them. They thanked me kindly for 
indulging them with my company; and' Camilla's 
restrsdnedy but visible transport^ confirmed me in 
the opinion diat I was not altogether disagreeable in 
her eyes. 

Don Raphael, finding I had made up my mind to 
be his guest for a few days, proposed to take 'me to 
his oountiry-*housew The descr^tibn of it was mag- 
nificent, and the round of amusements he meditated 
for me was not to be described. At one time^ said 
he, we Will take the diversiim of the chaoe, at another 
tiiat of fishing ; and whenever yon have a mind for a 
saunter, we have charming woods and gardens. In 
addition, we shall have agrseable society. ^ I flatter 
myself, you will not find the time hang heavy on 
your hands. I accepted the invitation, and it was 
agreed we should go. to this fine country-house the 
following day. We rose from table with this plea- 
sant scheme in our mouths. Don Raphael seemed 
in ecstasy. Signer Gil Bias, said he,embmoing me, 
I leave yoti with my sister. I am going presently to 
give the necessary orders, and send invftationsround 
tet .the families I wish to be of the party. With thec^ 
words, he sallied forth from the rdom where we weie 
sittmg. I went on chatting with the lady> whose 
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topics of dificoune did not bely the glances of her 
expressive eyes. She took me by the hand, and 
playing with my ring : You . have a mighty pretty 
brilliant there, said she ; but it is small. Are you a 
judge of jewellery ? I answered, no ! I am sorry 
for that, resumed she : because I was in hop'es you 
could have told me what this is worth. As she 
uttered these words, she shewed me a large ruby, on 
her finger ; and, while I was looking at it, said : An 
uncle of mine, who was governor, of the Spanifiih 
settlements in the Philippine isles, gave me this 
ruby. The jewellers at Valladolid value it at three 
hundred pistoles. It cannot be worth less, saiii'I, 
for it is evidently a veiy fine stone. Why then 
since you have taken a fancy to it, replied she^ an 
exchange is no robbery. In a twinkling she whisked 
off my ring,- and placed her own on my little fin- 
ger. After this exchange, a genteel way enougb-'of 
making a present, Camilla pressed my hand and 
gazed at me with expressive tenderness; then, ail 
at once breaking off the conversation, wished me 
good night, and retired to hide her blushes, as if she 
had been ready to sink at the indiscreet avowal of 
her sentiments. 

No one hitherto had trod less in the paths of gal- 
lantry than myself I Yet I could not shut my eyes 
to the vista vision, opened ta me by this precipitate 
retreat.' Under these circumstaiices, a country 
excursion might have its charms. Full of this flat- 
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tering idea, and intoxicated with the prosperous 
condition of my affairs, I locked myself into my 
bed-room, after having told my servant to call i£e 
betimes in the morning. Instead of going: to sleep, 
I gave myself up to the agreeable reflections which 
my portmanteau, snug upon the table,^ and my ruby 
excited in my breast. Heaven be praised, thought I, 
though misfortunes have been my lot, I am untotu- 
nate no longer. A thousand ducats here, a ring of 
three hundred pistoles value there ! I am in cash for 
a considerable time. Indeed Majuelo was no flat- 
terer, I see clearly. The ladies of Madrid will take 
fire like touchwood, since the green sticks of Valla- 
dolid are so inflammable. Then the kind reg^dsof 
the generous Camilla' arrayed themselves in all 
their Jchanns, and I tasted by anticipation the 
amusements don Raphael was preparing forme at 
his villa. In the mean while, amid so many images 
of pleasure, sleep was ' on the watch to strew his 
poppies on my couch. As soon as I felt myself 
drowsy, I undressed and went to bed. 

The next morning, when I awoke, I found it 
rather late. It was odd enough that ray servant did 
not make his' appearance, after such particular orders. 
AmlK'ose, thought I to myself, my devout Ambrose 
' is either at church, or abominably lazy this morning. 
But I soon let go this opinion of him to take up a 
vorse ; for getting out of bed, and seeing nib port- 
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manteau, I suspected jhki to have stolen it during 
the night. To clear up my suspicions, I opened my 
chamber-door, and called thexelifeious rascal over 
and over again* An old man answered, saying: 
Wh^t is ybur (Measure, sir ? All your folks left my 
hduaebefere day-break. Yom* house ! How now ! 
fizdaimed I : am I not under don RaphaeFs roof? I 
do not know the gentleman, said he. You are in a 
ready > &misbed lodgiiig, and I am the landlord.. 
Yieaterday evening, an hour before your arrival, the 
lady who supped with you came hither, and engaged 
this- suite of apartments for a nobleman of high rank, 
travelling incognitOy as she called it. She paid me 
beforehand. I was now in the secret. It was plain 
enough what sort of people Camilla and don Riq>lneL 
were ; and I conjectured that my servant, having 
wormed himself into a complete knowledge of my 
concerns, had betrayed me to these impostors. 
Instead of blaming myself for this sad accident, and 
considering that it could never have happened but 
for my indiscretion in so unnecessarily betraying my 
confidence to Majuelo, I gave bad language to the 
poor harmless dame fortune, and cursed my ill star 
in a hundred different formularies. The master of 
the iready furnished lodging, to whom I rdated the 
adventure, which perhaps was as much his as mine, 
showed some little outward sensibility to my afflic*- 
tion. He lamented ov^r me, and protested he was- 
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deeply mortified that sttch a play should have been 
acted in his house : but I verily believe, notwith- 
standing his fine words, that he had an equal share 
in the cheat with mine host at Burgos, to whom I 
have never dmiied Ae meni of so ingenious an in* 
vention. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

'The'tneasures Oil Bias took after the adventure of the 

ready furnished lodging. 

After the first transports of my grief were over, 
I began to consider, that instead of giving way to 
remorse, I ought rather to bear up against my ill 
fate. I summoned back my resolution^ and by way 
of comfort> said to myself as I was dressing : I am 
still in luck that the knaves have not carried off my 
clothes and what little money I had in my pocket. 
I gave them some credit for being so considerate. 
They had even been generous enough to leave me 
my boots, which I parted with to the landlord for a 
third of their cost. At last I sallied out of the ready 
furnished lodging, unincumbered, heaven be praised, 
with baggage or attendance. The first thing I did 
was to go and see if my mules were still at the inn,' 
where we alighted the evening before. It was not to 
be supposed that Ambrose would have neglected a 
due attention to them ; and it would have been well 
for me if I had always taken such exact measure of 
his character. I learned that he had not waited for 
the mornings but had been careful to fetch them off 
over night. Under these circumstances, satisfied I 
should never see them again, any more Uian my 
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portmanteau, I walked sulkily along the streets, 
musing on the future plans I should adopt. I was 
tempted to go back to Burgos, and once more have 
recourse to donna Mencia; but, regarding this as an 
abuse of that lady*s goodness, and being aware 
moreover what a fool I should look like, I thought it 
best to forego that idea. I made a vow too for the 
future to be on my guard against women : I could 
have sent the chaste Susanna to the house of cor- 
rection. From time to time my ring caught my eye : 
it was a present from Camilla ! and I was ready to 
burst with anguish. Alas 1 thought I, I am no judge 
Of jewellery, but I shall be, by experience of these 
hucksters who exchanges without a robbery. I need 
not go to a jeweller to be told I am an ass ! I can 
see my own face in my ruby. 

Yet I did not neglect to know the truth respecting 
the value of my ring, and shewed it to a lapidary, 
who rated it at three ducats. At such an estimate, 
though as much as I expected, I made a formal sur- 
render to the devil, of the Philippine isles, the 
governor and his niece ; or rather, I only restored his 
own subjects to their lawful sovereign. - As I was 
going out of the lapidary's shop, a young fellow 
brushed by' me, and on looking round, made a full 
stop. I could not recollect his name at first, though 
his features were perfectly familiar to me. How 
now, Gil Bias, said he, are you ashamed of an oid 
acqufkintance ? or have two years so altered the son 
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of Nunez the barber, that you do not know him? 
Do not you recollect Fabricio, your towsfiman and 
schoolfellow ? How often have we kept, before doc- 
tor GodineZy iipon universals and metaphyBics ! 

These words did not flow so fleist as tay recollec- 
tion: and we eibbrabed with mutual ^od will. 
Well, my friend, resumed he, I am overjoyed tb meet 

with ybu« Words foil short But, how ia this ? 

Why you look like — as heaven is my judge, you aie 
dressed like a grandee 1 ^ A gentleman's sword^ silk 
stockings, a velvet doublet and cloak, embroidered 
with silver ! Plague take itil this is getting on m 
the world with a vengeance. I will lay a wager you 
are in with soihe old mOnied harridan. You reckxm 
without your host, said' I; my affaits are not so pros- 
perous as you imagine. That will not do for me, 
replied he, I know better things : but you have a 
mind to beclose. And that fine ruby on your finger, 
master Gil Bias, whence comes that, if I may be so 
bold ? It comes, quoth I, from an infemai jftde. 
Fabricio^ my dear Fabricib, far from being pbint, 
quint, and quator^e with the ladies of Valladolid, 
you are to know, my firiehd, that I am their complete 
bubble. 

I uttered these last wordii so ruefolly, that Fabricio 
saw pls^nly some trick had been played upon me. 
He was anxious to learn why I iwas out of humour 
with the lovely sex. I had no difficulty in satisfying 
his curiosity ; but as the story was a long one, fmd 
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besides we had no mind to part in a hurry, we went 
into a coffee-house to foe a little more at our ease. 
There I recounted to him, during breakfast, ail that 
had happened to me since my departure from Oriedo. 
My adventures he thought whimsical enough ; and 
testifying his 83rmpathy in my present uneasy cir- 
cumstances, added : We must make the best, my 
good lad, of all our misfortunes in this life. Is a 
man of parts in distress ? He waits patiently for 
better luck. . Such an one, as Cicero tmly observes-, 
never suffers himself to be humbled so low, as to 
forget that he is a man. For my own part, that is 
just my character : in or out of favour there is no 
sinking me : I always float on the surface of ill-luck. 
Pot example, I was in love with a girl of sokne family 
at Oviedo, and was beloved by her in return : I asked 
W of her father in marriage, he jefusied. Many a 
young fellow would have died of^ief ; but no ! mark 
^J spirit, I carried off the little baggage. She was 
lively, heedless, and coquettish; pleasure conse- 
quently was always i^ipermost to the prejudice of 
<^^« I took her with me for six months backwards 
^d forwards about Gallicia : thence, adopting my 
^te for travelling, she had a mind to go to Portu- 
gal; but' in Other company : more food for despair. 
Yetl did tiot give in under the weight of this new 
^ffli<:tion-; but improving on Menelaus, thought 
^y^f ihuch dbhged to the Paris who had whispered 
H^ t^e Q$x <^f my Helen, for ridding me of a bad bav-^ 
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gain: I therefore determined to keep the peace. 
After that, not finding it conyenient to return to the 
Asturias and balance accounts with justice, I welit 
forward into the kingdom of Leon, spending between 
one town and another all the loose cash remaining 
from the rape of my Indian princess ; for we had both 
of us bird-limed our fingers at our departure from 
Oviedo. I got to Palencia with a solitary ducat, out 
of which I was obliged to buy a pair of shoes. The 
remainder would not go far. My situation became 
rather perplexing. I began already to be reduced 
to short allowance : something must h6 done. I 
resolved to go out to service. My first place was 
with a woollen-draper in a large way, whose son 
was a lad of wit and fashion : here was a complete 
antidote to fksting ; but then there was a little awk- 
wardness. The father ordered me to dog the son, 
the son begged my assistance in imposing on the 
father : it was necessary to take one side or other. 
Entreaties sound more musical than commands ; and 
my taste for music got me turned out of doors. The 
next service I entered into was with an old painter, 
who undertook, as a matter of favour, to teach me 
the principles of his art;' but he was so busy in 
feeding me with knowledge/ that he forgot to give 
me any meat. This neglect of substance for shadow 
disgusted me with my abode at Palencia* I came 
to Valladolid, where, by the greatest good luck in 
the world, I was hired by a governor of the hospital ; 
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lam with him still, and delighted with my quarters. 
My master, signor Manuel Ordonnez, is a . man of 
profound piety. He always walks with his eyes cast 
downwards, and a large rosary in his hand. They 
say that from his early youth, having been a close 
inspector of the poor, he has interested himself in 
their affairs with unwearied zeal. Charity draws 
down a blessing on the charitable : every thing has 
prospered with him. What a favourite of heaven ! 
The more he does for the poor, the richer he grows. > 
As Fabricio was going on in this manner, I inter- 
rupted him. It is well you ore satisfied with your 
lot; but, between ourselves, surely you might play 
your part better in this world. Do not you believe 
It, Gil Bias, replied he ; be assured that for a man of 
my temper, a more agreeable situaition could not 
possibly have been devised. The trade of a lacquey 
is toilsome, to be sure, for a poor creature ; but for a 
lad of spirit, it is all enchantment. A superior 
genius, when he gets a service, does not go about it 
like a lumpish simpleton. He enters into a family 
^ viceroy over the master, not as an inferior minis- 
ter* He begins by measuring the length of bis 
employer's foot; by lending himself to his weak* 
loesses, he gains his confidence, and ends with; 
leading him by the nose. Such has been my plan of 
operation at the govemor*s. I knew the pilgrim at 
once by his staff: his wish was for an earthly canon- 
ization. I pretended to believe him the saint he 
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wished to be taken for : hypocrisy costs nothiagji 
Nay^ I went further ; for I took pattern by him ; and 
playing the same part before him which he plajftri 
before others, I out-cozened the tosener, and by 
degrees got to be majoT domty^ I am in hopes some 
day or other, under his wing, to have the finger^ of 
the poor's-box. It may bring a blessing upon me as 
well as another ;. for I have caught the flame hook 
him, and already feel deeply for the interests of 
charity. 

These are fine hopes, my dear Fabricioi replied I ; 

and I congratulate you upon them. For my part, I 

am determined on my first plan. I shall straightway 

convert my embroidered suit into a cassock, repair to 

Salamanca, and there, enlisting under the banner of 

the university, fulfil the sacred duties of a tutor. A 

fine scheme ! exclaimed Fabricio, a pleasant conceit ! 

What madness, at your age, to turn pedant ! Are 

you aware, you stupid fellow, what you take upon 

yourself by that choice ? As soon as you are settled, 

all the house will be upon the watch, your most 

trivial actions will be minutely sifted. Vou will lead 

a life of incessant constraint : you must set yourself 

off with a counterfeit outside, and affect to entertmn 

a double set of the cardinal virtues in your bosoou* 

You will not have a moment to bestow on pleasure* 

The everlasting censor of your pupil, your days will 

pass in teaching grammar, and administering saintly 

reprehension, when he shall say or do any thing 
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ag)^tidt decjC^nun. After so much labourand con^^ 
fiaemeill^ wkat .wiU ]t>e your reward? If the: Uttle 
gentleman is a pickle^ they will lay the blame on 
your bad management I and you. will be kick^ out 
of the family, it may be witho^lt your stipend. Do 
not tell me then of a tutor*s emplpyment ; it is worse 
than a cure of souls. But talk as much as you will 
about a lacquey's occupation; that is «l sinecure,^ 
and pledges you to nothing. Supppse one's master 
not to. be immaculate ? A servant of superior geniug 
will flatter his vices, and not unfirequently turn them 
to account. A footman lives at his ease in a good 
family. After having eat and drank his fill, he goes 
to bed peaceably, without troubling himself who 
pays the bills. ^ 

I should never have done, my dear fellow, pursued 
he, were I to enumerate all the advantages of ser- 
vice. Trust me, Gil Bias, discard for ever your 
foolish wish of being a tutor, and follow my example.^ 
Sa be it: but, Fabricio, replied I, governors like 
yours are not to be met with every day ; and if re- 
solved to go to service, I should like at least to get 
a good situation. Oh ! you are in the right, said he, 
and that shall be my concern. I will get you a com- 
fortable place; if it was only to snatch a fine fellow 
from the jaws of the university. 

The near approach of poverty with. which I wa$ 
threatened, and Fabricio^s apparent good case, 
having more weight with me than his arguments, I 



120 OtL BLAft. 

determined to wear a livery. On wfaidi we sallied 
f(vth from the tareniy and my townsman said : I am 
going to introduce you to a man, to whom most of 
the servants resort when they are on the ramble ; he 
has eves-droppers about him to pick up all that 
passes in families. He knows at once where the 
servants are going away, and keeps a correct regis- 
ter, not only of vacant places, but of vacant masters, 
with their good and bad properties. The fellow has 
been a friar in some convent or other. In short, he 
it was who got me my place. 

While we were conversing about so singular an 
office of intelligence, the son of Nunez the barber 
took me into a street which had no thoroughfare. 
We went into a mean house, where we found a man 
about fifty writing at a table. We wished him good 
day, with quite as much humflity as became ns : but, 
whether it was from natural pride, or that, from a 
habit of seeing none but lacqueys and coachmen, be 
had got a trick of receiving his company whh an 
easy freedom, without rising from his seat, he just 
gave a slight nod. He seemed surprised that a 
young man in embroidered velvet should want a 
place ; he had rather expected me to have wanted a 
servant. However, he was not kept long in doubt, 
since Fabricio said at once : Signor Arias de Lon- 
dona, give me leave to introduce one of my best 
friends. He is a youth of good connections, whom 
adverse circumstances have reduced to the necessity 
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of tfii^g to a^rrice. Have the goodness to provide 
for- Iiim handsomely^ and you may trast to his grati- 
tude' Gentlemen, replied Arias coolly, this is the 
way with you all ; before you are settled, you make 
the finest promises in the world : but afterwards, 
Lord help us ! your memories are very short The 
deuce ! replied Fabricio, why you do not complain 
of me ? Have not I done the thing genteelly ? You 
ought to have done it much better, rejoined Arias : 
your place is better than a clerk in a public office, 
and you paid me as if I had quartered you upon a 
poor author. Here I interfered, and told master 
Arias, that to convince him I was not a shabby 
fellow, I would make my acknowledgments before* 
hand; at the same time taking out two ducats, with 
an assurance of not stopping there if he got me into 
agood birth. 

He seemed to like my mode of dealing. There are, 
said he, some very good places vacant. I will give 
you a list of them, and you shall. take your choice. 
With these words, he put on. his spectacles, opened 
a register on the table, turned, over a few of the 
leaves, and began reading to thu effect: Captain 
Torbellino wants a footman; a hasty, hair-brained, 
humoursome chap; scolds incesstmtly, swears, kicks 
his servants, and very often cripples them. Go on 
to the next, cried I, at this picture ; such a captain 
wUl never do for me. My sprightliness made Anas 
smile, and he went on with his catalogue thus: 
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Donna Menuela de Sandoval, a superannuated dow* 
ager, peevish and fantastical, is ifl want at tiiiia veiy 
time ; she keeps but one, and him never for four and 
twenty hours. There has been a livery in the houses 
for these ten years, which fits every new-comer, whe- 
ther tall or short. They only just try it on ; so tilat 
it is as good as new, though it has had two thousand 
owners. Doctor Alvar Fanez wanta a journeyman; 
an eminent member of the faculty ! He boards his 
family very handsomely, has every thing comfortable 
about him, and gives very high wages ; but he u a 
little too fond of experiments. When he gets a parcel 
of bad drags, which happens very^ften, there: is a 
pretty quick succession of new servants. 
. Oh! I do not in the least doubt it, interruptbd 
Fabricio with a horse-laugh. Upon my word you 
give a fine character of your customers. Patience, 
said Arias de Londona ; we have not ytet got to the 
end : there is varietyenough. Thereupon .he con- 
tinued to read on : Donna Alfonsa de Solis, an old 
devotee, who lives two thirds of her time at church, 
and always keeps her servant at her apron-Btring, 
has been in want for thiese three weeks. The Ucen- 
tiate S^dillo, an old prebendary of the chapter here, 
turned away his servant yesterday evening ..... 
Halt there, signor Arias de Londona, cried Fabricio 
at that passage; we will stick to the church. The 
licentiate S^dillo is one of- my master's firiends, and 
I am very well acquainted with him. I know he has 
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for his housekeeper an ol^ hypocrite, called damt 
Jacintha, who.is complete mistress of the family. It 
is one of the best houses in Valladolid. A very idle 
life, and plenty of excellent meat and drink. Besides, 
his reverence is an old, gouty, infirm man, likely 
soon to make his will: there is a legacy to be looked 
after. That is a delightful prospect for one of our 
cloth ! Gil Bias, added he, turning round to me, let 
us lose no time, my friend, but go immediately to 
the licentiate's house. I will introduce you myself, 
and give you a character. At these words, for fear 
of missing such an opportunity, we took a hasty leave 
of signer Arias, who assured me, for my money, that 
if I failed here, he would do something as good for 
me elsewhere. 
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CHAPTER tH£ FIItST. 

Pabrido introduces OH Bias to the UcenHate Sidillo, 
<»»d procures km a reception. The domestic eco^ 
ifwmyt of thai der^yman. . Picture of his house- 
keeper. 

▼VE were so dreadfully afraid of offending against 
l^e regular hourtf of the old licentiate^ that we made 
but' a hop, fikip» and jump, from the street with one 
<Mitlet«'to''lhe prebendal: residence. ^ The gates were 
charred : but we venttued <to anQOunce our airival. 
A girl of ten years old, the housekeeper's professed 
niece, and slander could not gainsay the relation- 
^Pf opened the door to us. As we Risked to speak 
with hia reverence, dame Jacintha made her appear- 
^ce. She was a lady of ripe person and parts, but 
hy no means past her prime ; and I was particularly 
attracted by the clearness of her complexion. She 
w6re ii long woollen gown of the most ordinary 
<iua]ity, widi a large lea&em girdle, whence hung 
suspended a bunch of keys on one side, and on the 
iOlfaer a Ivemendotis string q( beads. As soon as we 
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got a glimpge of her, we made our obeisances with 
all possible reyerence. She returned our salutation 
with similar good-breeding, but with an air of mo- 
desty, and eyes communing with the g^und. 

I have been told, said my feUow-senrant, that the 
reverend the licentiate S6dillo wants an honest lad, 
and I have one at his service with whom he will be 
well satisfied. The superintendant of the household 
turned up her eyes at these words, with a significant 
side-glance at me ; and, finding it difficult to recon- 
cile my laced jacket with Fabricio's exordium, asked 
if it was this fine gentleman who was come s^r the 
place. Yes, said the son of Nunez, it is this interest- 
ing and engaging youth. Just as you see him, the 
ups and downs of this transitory life have' compelled 
him to wear an epaulette : but fate will have made 
him ample amends, added he with an affected lan- 
guish, if he is so happy as to be an inmate here, and 
to profit by the society of the virtuous Jacintha. The 
patriarch of the Indies might have sighed for the 
virtuous Jacintha at the head of his establishment 
At these words, this withered branch of piety with- 
drew her penetrating regards from me, to contemplate 
this courteous spokesman. Struck with certain lines 
which were not new to her, in his face, I have some 
floating idea of having seen you before, said she; but 
my memory wants a hit. Holy Jacintha,, re(riied 
Fabricio, it is enough for me to have been blessed 
with your pious notice. Twice have I been under 
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'tiiiK Venerable roof with my master, si^or Manual 
Ordonnez, govemor of the hospital. Ah I just so, 
' answered the lady chamberlain, I recollect ! You 
-are an. old acquaintance. Well-a-day now ! Your 
▼ery belonging to signor Ordonnez is enough to 
prove you a youth of merit and strict propriety. A 
servant is known by his place, and this lad could not 
have a better sponsor. Come along with me ; I will 
introduce you to signor S6dillo. I am sure he will 
be glad to engage a lad at your recommendation. 

We followed dame Jacintha. The canon lived in 
the lower part of the house, in a comfortable suite of 
wainscoted apartments. She begged us to wait a 
moment in the anti-chamber, while she went in tf) 
the licentiate's room. After some private parley with 
• him, merely that he might know what he was about, 
she came to tell us we might walk in. We kenned 
the old cripple, inmiersed in an elbow chair, with a 
pillow under his head, cushions under his arms, and 
his legs supported on a large stool, stuffed with 
down. We were no niggards of our bows as we 
advanced ; and Fabricio, still taking the lead, not 
only repeated over again what he had said to the 
housekeeper, but set about extolling my merit, and 
-expatiated m an especial manner on the honours^I 
had gained in the schools under doctor Godinez on 
all metaphysical questions; as if it was necessary 
•for a prebendary's footman to be as learned as his 
master. However that might be, it served as a tub 
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to the whale. Besides, dame Jacintha did not 
forbidding, and my surety received the followii^ 
answer : Friend, I receive into my service the lad^ou 
recommend. I like him well enough ; and as Ibr Us 
morals, they cannot be much amiss, since he prese&ts 
himself under the wing of a domestic belongiag €o 
signer Ordonnez. 

As soon as Fabricio saw me safe landed, he •■•^ 
a low bow to the prebendary, a still lower to the 
lady, and withdrew m high good humour, wMsperiag 
in my ear that we shonld meet again, and ^lat I had 
only to make good my footiag. As soon as he luyd 
left the room, the licentiate enquired my name, iwfey 
I had left my native place; and drew me on by his 
questions to relate my adventures before dame 
Jacintha. They ivere both highly amdsed, aboi« 
all by my ladt rencounter. Camilla and don 
'Haphael gave such play to their risible muscles, tihat 
I thought old chalkstone would have burnt : for, as 
he laughed with all his might, so violent a cough iatd 
hold of him, as went very near to have carried h^ 
off. His will was not tnade. What an alarm for 
the housekeeper! Trembling, distracted, cff tike 
flew to the good man's succour, and, just liise a 
nurse with a puking child, paddled about his fote^ 
head and tapped him on the back. Luckily it was 
a false alarm : the old gentleman left off coughing, 
and the housekeeper tormenting^ him. When it was 
over, I was for going on with my na,rrative ; but 
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Same Jadntha, in awe of a second fit, set herself 
Itgainist it She therefore took me with her out of 
the room to a wardrobe where, among several suits, 
was that of my predecessor. This I wks to take, 
and leave my t)wn in its room, Ivhich I was not sorry 
to see laid Up safe, in the hope it might be of fUi^er 
use. After this^ we went together to get dinner 
ready. 

I knew what 1 was about in the art of dressing 
meat. ' Bame Leonarda, with whom 1 had served 
my time, might have passed for a very decent plain 
cook ; but a mere turnspit to dame Jacintha. The 
hctter might almost have borne away the bell from 
the archbishop of Toledo^s man. She was mistress 
of everything; gravy soups, of the most delicious 
texture 'and relish ; and for made dishes, she could 
season them up, or soften them down to the most 
delicate or voluptuous palate. At dinner-time we 
returned to his: reverence's apartment. While' I was 
arranging the grand concern close by his ann chair, 
the lady of all work crammed a napkin under the 
old boy's chin, and pinned it behind his back^ With- 
out losing a moment, in marched I with a stew, fit 
to be set before the first goumoiahd in Madrid, and 
tW9 courses,, to hkve tickled thie gilb of a "i^ceroy, 
only that dame Jacittha had touched die spice-box 
with discretion, for fear of exasperating the 'gout. 
At the firet glimpse of this goodly mess, my old mas- 
tefr,, whom I conceived to have lost the use of his 
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limbs, made me to imdentand that his anus were 
exempted from the interdict He availed himself of 
their assistance, to get dear of his pillow and 
cashi<ms, and proceeded gaily to the attack. His 
hand shook, to be sure ; but some how or other it 
contriyed to do its duty. He sent it backwards and 
forwards fast enoag^ ; thoagh it brought but half its 
cargo to the landing-place at a lading : the table- 
cloth and napkin took toll. I carried off the soup 
when he had done, and brought in a partridge flanked 
by two roast quails, which dame Jacintha cut up for 
him. She took care to make him take a good 
draught of wine, a little lowered at proper interTal|, 
out of a lai^, deep, silver cup, which she held ttT 
his mouth, as if he had be^i an infant. He winged 
the partridge, and came down slap-dash upon all 
the rest of the dishes. When he had done cram- 
ming,^ that saint of the sauce-pan unpinned his 
Xiapkin, ranstated his pillow and cushions; then, 
leaving him composed in his arm-chair to the enjoy- 
ment of hi^ usual nap after dinner, we took away, 
and demolished the remainder with appetites worthy 
of our marten 

The dinner of to-day was the ordinary bill of fare^ 
,Ottr canon played the best knife and fork in the chi^i- 
ter. But the supper was a mere bauble; seldom 
more than a chicken and a little confectionary. I 
larded my inside in this house, and led a good easy 
life. There was but one awkward circumstance ; and 
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ihat was sitting up with my master, to save the ex- 
.pence of a nurse. Besides a strangury, which k^t 
him on the fidget ten. times in an hour, he was very 
.much given to perspire ; and in that event, I shifted 
him. Gil Bias, said he on the second night, you are 
.an active, clever fellow; I foresee that we shall jog 
on very well together. I only just give you a hint to 
keep in with dame Jacintha ; the girl has been about me 
for these fifteen years, and manages all my httle m$it- 
.ters ; she comforts my outward man, and I cannot do 
too much for her. For that reason, you are to know, 
that she is more to me than all my family. There is 
nephew, my own sister's son; why I have turned 
out of doors, only to please her. He had no re- 
gard for the poor lass : and so far from giving her 
credit for all her little assiduities, the saucy rascal 
swore she did not care a farthing for me I But now- 
a-days, young people think virtue and gratitude all 
a farce. Heaven be praised, I am rid of the varlet. 
What, claim has blood, in comparison with unquest- 
ionable attachment? I am influenced by a give and 
take principle in my connections. You are right, sir, 
replied I; gratitude ought to be the first thing, and 
natural affection the last. Ay! resumed he; and my 
will shall be a comment on that text. My house- 
keeper shall be residuary legatee ; and you shall have 
a comer in a codioil^ if you go on as well as you have 
begun. The footman I turned off yesterday has lost 
a good legacy,, by not knowing where to bit the right 
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nail on the head. If the Uoddiead had not obliged 
me, by his iU behavioor, to send him packing, I -vrould 
have made a man of him: but the%eggar on hone- 
back gave himself airs to dame Jacintha! Then 
master lazy-bones did not like sitting np! I might 
pass the night as I could, provided he had no trouble 
with me. Oh, the unfeeling scdundrel ! exclaimed I, 
in the true spirit of Fabrido, he waanot a man to be 
about so good a master. Hie lad for your money 
should be a humble, but confidential friend; he 
should not make a toil of what ought to be a plea- 
sure, but think nothing of going through fire and 
water for your ease. 

These professions were not lost upon the licentiate. 
Neither were my assuranceft of due submission to 
dame Jacintha's authority less acceptable. Puffing 
myself off for a servant, who was not afraid of work, 
I got through my business as cheerfully as I could. 
I never complained of my nursery. Though to be 
sure it was irksome enough; and iTthe legacy had 
not tettled my stomach, I should have sickened at 
the nature of my employment. It is true I got seme 
hours rest during the day. The housekeeper, to do 
ber justice, was khid enough to me; owing to the in- 
sinuating manner in which I wormed myself into her 
good graces. Suppose me at table, with her and her 
niece Infesilla! I changed their plates, filled thdr 
glasses, never thou^t of my own dinner before they 
had every thing they wanted.' This was the way te 
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thrive in their esteem. One day when dame Jacintha 
was gone to market, finding myself alone with In^silla, 
I began to make myself agreeable. Were her father 
and mother alive ? On ! no, answered she ; they have 
been dead this long, long time; for my good aunt 
says they have, and I have never seen them. I re- 
ligiously believed the little innocent, though her an- 
swer was not of the clearest; and she got into such 
an humour of talking, as to tell me more than I want- 
ed to know. She informed me, or rather I inferred 
it from her artless simplicity, that her good aunt had 
a good friend,, who lived likewise with an old canon. 
The temporalities of the church were under his ad- 
ministration? and these lucky domestics reckoned 
upon entwining the spoils of their masters round the 
pillars of the hymeneal temple, into whose sanctuary 
they had penetrated by anticipation. Dame Jacintha, 
as I have said before, though a little stricken in years, 
had still some bloom. To be sure, she spared no 
pains to cherish it: besides, daily evacuations, she 
took plentifril doses of all-powerful jelly. She got 
her sleep in the night too, while I sat up with my 
master. But what perhaps contributed most to the 
freshness of this everlasting flower, was an issue in 
each leg, of which I should never have known, but 
for that blab In6silla. 
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CHAPTER II. 

TTie canorCs illness; his treatment; the consequence ; 

the legacy tq Gil Bias.. 

I STAIJO three months with the licentiate S^Uo, 
"without complaining of bad nights. At the end of 
that time he fell sick. The distemper was a fever ; 
^d it inflamed the gout. For the first time in his 
life, which had been long, he called in a physician. 
Doctor Sangrado was sent for ; the Hippocrates of 
Valladolid. Dame Jacintha was for sending for the 
lawyer first, and touched that string; but the patient 
thought it was time enough, and had a little will of 
his own upon some points. Away I went therefore 
for doctor Sangrado; and brought him with me. A 
tall, withered,, wan executioner of the sisters three, 
who had done all their justice for at least these forty 
yearsi This learned forerunner of the undertaker 
had an aspect suited to his office: his words were 
weighed to a scruple; and his jargon sounded grand 
in the ears of the uninitiated. His arguments were 
mathematical demonstrations : and his opinions had 
the merit of originality. 

After studying my master's symptoms, he began 
with medical solemnity. The question here is, to re* 
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medy an obstructed perspiration. Ordinary prac- 
titioners, in this case, would follow the old routine of 
salines, diuretics, volatile salts, sidphur and mercury; 
but purges and sudorifics are a deadly practice! 
Chemical preparations are edged tools in the hands 
of the ignorant. My methods are more simple, and 
more efficacious. What is your usual diet? I lire 
preitty much upon soups, replied the canon, and eat 
my meat with a good deal of gravy. Soups and 
gravy! exclaimed the petrified doctor. Upon my 
Vrord, it is no won4er you are ill. High living is a 
poisoned bait; a trap set by sensuality, to cut short 
the.days of wretched man. We must have done with 
palnpering our appetites: the more insipid, the more 
wholesome. The human blood is not a gravy ! Why 
then you must give it such a nourishment^ as will as- 
similate with the particles of which it is composed. 
Yckf drink wine, I warrant you? Yes, said the licen- 
tiate, but diluted. Oh! finely diluted, I dare say, 
rejoined the physician. This is licentiousness with 
a vengeance! A frightfid course of feeding! Why 
you ought to have died years ago. How old are 
you ! . I am in my sixty-ninth year, replied the canon. . 
^ I thought, quoth the practitioner, a premature old 
^e is always the consequence of intemperance* 
If you had only drank clear water all your life, and 
)^ad been contented with plain food, boiled apples 
for instance, you would not have been a martyr to 
^0 gout, and your limbs would have performed their 
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functions with lubricity. But I do not despair of 
setting you on your legs again, provided you giv^ 
yourself up to my management. The licentiate pro- 
mised to be upon his good behaviour. 

Sangrado then sent me for a surgeon of his own 
choosing, and took from him six good porringers of 
blood, by way of &. beginning, to remedy this obsti*- 
nate obstruction. He then said to the surgeon: 
Master Martin Ohez, you will take as much more 
three hours hence, and to-morrow you will repeat the 
operation. It is a mere vulgar error, that the blood 
is bf any use in the system: the faster you draw it off, 
the better. A patient has nothing to do but to keep 
himself quiet: with him, to live is merely not to die; 
he has no more occasion for blood than a man in it 
trance': in both cases, life consists exclttsively in pul- 
sation and respiration. When the doctor had or^^ 
dered these frequent and copious bleedings, headded 
a drench of warm water at very short interval^,, 
maintaining that water in sufficient quantities was 
the grand secret in the materia medica. He then- 
took bis leave, telling dame Jaciatha and me with 
an air of confidence, that he would anK#er for the 
patient's life, if his system was fkirly pursued. • The 
housekeeper, though protesting i^ecr^y against thit 
new practice, bowed to his superior authority. In 
fact, we set on the kettles in a hurry; ahd, as th^ 
physician had desh-ed us above aH thMgs to give him 
enough>we began with pouring down two or thre^ 
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pints at as many gulps. Anboar after^ we beset him 
ftgain; then^ retorning to tbe attack time after time, 
we fairij poured a deluge into bis poor stomach. 
The surgeon, <)n the other hand, takmg out the blood 
as we put in the water, we reduced the old caooa to 
death*8 door, in less than two days. 

This venerable ecclesiastic, able to hold it out no 
longer, as I pledged him in a large glass of his new 
cordial, said to me in a fiednt voice: Hold, Gil Bias, 
do not give me any more, my friend. It is plain death 
wiU come when he will come, in spite of water; and, 
though I have hardly a drop of blood in my veins, 
I am no better for getting rid of the enemy. The 
ablest physician in the world can do nothing for us, 
when our time is expired. Fetch a notary: I will 
make my will. At these last words, pleasing enough 
to my fiemcy, I affected to appear unhappy; and con- 
cealing my impatience to be gone: Sir, said I, yeu 
tue not reduced so low, thank God, but you may yet 
recover. 'No, no, interrupted he, my good fellow, it 
is all over. I feel the gout shifting, and the haiid of 
death is upon me. Make haste, and go where I told 
you. I saw, sure enough, that he changed every 
i&oment; and the case was so urgent, that I ran as 
fast as I could, leaving him in dame Jacintha's care, 
^0 was more afraid than myself of his dying without 
a will. I laid hold of the first notary I could find; 
Sb, said I, the licentiate S6dillo, my m,aster, is draw- 
ing near his end; he wants to settle his afiiurs; there 



138 OIL BLAft. 

18 tiot ft UMMnent to be lost The notary was a dap* 
per little old fellow, who loved his joke; and en- 
quired who was our physician. At the name of 
doctor Sangrado, hurrying on his cloak and hat: For 
mercy's sake! cried he, let us set off with all possible 
speed; for this doctor dispatches business so fast, 
that our fraternity cannot keep pace with him. That 
fellow spoils half my jobs. 

With this sarcasm, he set forward in good earnest, 
and, as we pushed on, to get the start of the grim 
tyrant, I said to him: Sir, you are aware that a dying 
testator's memory is sometimes a Uttle short; should 
my master chanc&-to forget me, be so good as to put 
in a word in my favour. That I will, my lad, replied 
the little proctor; you may rely on it. I will urge 
something handsome, if I have an opportunity. The 
licentiate, on our arrival, had still all his faculties 
about him. Dame Jacintha was by his bed-side, 
laying in her tears by wholesale. She had played 
her game, and bespoken a handsome remembrance. 
We left the notary alone with my master^ and went 
together into the antichamber, where we met the sur- 
geon, sent by the physician for another and a last 
experiment. We laid hold of him. Stop, master 
Martin, said the housekeeper, you cannot go into 
signor S6dillo's room just now. He is giving his last 
orders; but you may bleed away when the will is 
made. 

We were terribly afraid, this pious gentlewoman 
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and I, lest the licentiate should go off with his will 
half finished; but, by good luck, the important deed 
was executed. We saw the proctor come out, who 
finding me on the watch, slapped me on the shoulder, 
and said with a simper: Gil Bias is not forgotten. 
At these words, I felt the most lively joy; and was 
80 well pleased vdth my master for his kind notice, 
that I promised myself the pleasure of praying for his 
soul after death, which event happened anon ; for 
the surgeon having bled him once more, the poor old 
man, quite exhausted, gave up the ghost under the 
lancet* Just as he was breathing his last, the phy* 
sician made his appearance, and looked a little 
fooUsh, notwithstanding the imiversality of his death- 
bed experience. Yet, far from imputing the accident 
to the new practice, he walked off, affirming with 
intrepidity, that it was owing to their having been 
too lenient with the lancet, and too chary of their 
warm water. The medical executioner, I mean the 
surgeon, seeing that his functions also were at an 
end, followed doctor Sangrado. 

As soon as we saw the breath out of our patron^s 
hody, dame Jacintha, In^silla, and myself, joined in 
^ decent chorus of funeral lamentation, loud enough 
to produce a proper e£fect in the neighbourhood. 
'Ihe emblem of a life to come,^ though she had more 
reason than any of us to rejoice, took the soprano 
part, and screamed out her afflictions in a most pa- 
thetic manner. The room in an instant was crowded 



140 OIL BLAS. 

with people, attracted less by compassion than cnrio- 
sity. The relations of the deceased no sooner got 
wind of his departure, than they pounced down tipon 
the premises, and sealed np every thing. FrcM'liie 
housekeeper's diistress, they thought there "v^as %i 
will: but they soon fbund their mistake, knd that 
there was one without a flaw. When it was opened, 
and they learned the disposition of the testator's 
principal property, in favour of dame Jacintha Hx^ 
the little girl, they pronounced his funerU oratite 
in terms not a little disparaging to Ms memory. ^HSsf 
gave a broad apostrophe at the same time to Iffie 
godly legatee, and a few blessings to me in my tuYn. 
It must be owned I had earned them. The liceii- 
tiate, heaven reward him for it, to secure my r^em- 
brances through life, expressed himself thus^ in a 
paragraph of his will : Iteniy as OU Bias has already 
some little smattering of Hieraturey to encourage his 
studious habitSy I give and bequeath to himmt/'li^raHf, 
aU my hooks and my manuscripts^ without any'drM- 
back or exception. ^ 

I could not conceive where this said library might 
be: I had never seen any. I only knew of 'some 
papers, with five or six bound books, on two litde 
deal shelves in my master's closet: and that waa my 
legacy. The books too could be of no great use to 
me : the title of one was. The complete Man-cook ; 
another, A Treatise on Indigestion, with the Methods 
of Cure; the rest were the four parts of the brefiaiy, 
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half eaten up by the wonns. In the article of mann- 
scripts^ the most curious consisted of documents rela* 
ting to a law-suit in which the prebendary was once 
engaged for his staU. After having examined my 
^ legacy with more minuteness than it deserved, I made 
over my ri^t al^d title to these invidious relations) 
I even renounced my liva79 and took back my own 
suit, claiming my wages as my only reward. I then 
went.te look out for another place. As for dame Ja- 
cindia, .besides her residue under the will, she had 
some^nug little articles, which by the help of her 
good i6riend> she had apprqpriated to her own use 
during the last illness of the licentiate. 
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CHAPTER m. 

Gil Bias enters into doctor Sangrado*s service, and 
becomes a famofis pracHHoner, 

I DETERMINED to throw myself in the way of 
signor Arias de Londona, and to look out for a new 
birth in his register: but as I was on my way to No 
Thoroughfare^ who should come across me but doc- 
tor Sangrado, whom I had not seen since the day of 
my master's death. I took the liberty of touching 
my hat He kenned me in a twinkling, though I 
had changed my dress; and with as much warmth 
as his temperament would allow him: Hey-day! said 
he, the very lad I wanted to see : you have never 
been out of my thought. I have occasion for a 
clever fellow about me, and pitched upon you as the 
very thing, if you can read and write. Sir, replied I, 
if that is all you require, I am your man. In that 
case, rejoined he, we need look no further. Come 
home with me; it will be all comfort; I shall behave 
to you like a brother. You will have no wages; but 
then every thing will be found you. You shall eat 
and drink according to the true faith, and be taught 
to cure all diseases. In a word, you shall rather be 
my young Sangrado than my footman. 
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I closed in ^th the doctorNi proposal, in the hope 
of becoming an Esculapius under so inspired a mas- 
ter. He carried me home on the spur of the occa- 
sion, to instal me in my honourable ^employment; 
which honourable employment consisted in writing 
down the name and residence of the patients who 
sent fdr him in his 'absence. There had indeed been 
a register for thi^ purpose, kept by an old domestic; 
but she had not the gift of spelling accurately, and 
wrote a most perplexing hand. This account I was 
to keep. It might truly be called a bill of mortality ; 
for my members all weilt from bad to worse during 
the short time they continued hi this system. I was 
a sort of book-keeper for the other world, to take 
places in the stage, and to see that the first come 
were the first served. My pen was always in ray 
hand; for doctor Sangrado had more practice than 
wy physician of his time in Valladolid. He had got 
into reputation with the public by a certain profes- 
sional siang, humoured by a medical face, and some 
extraordinary cases, more honoured by implicit faith 
than scrupulous investigation. 

He was in no want of patients, nor consequently 
of property. He did not keep the best house in the 
world: we lived with some little attention to econo- 
my. The usual bill of fare consisted of peas, beans, 
boiled apples or cheese. He considered this food as 
best suited to the human stomach, that is to say, as 
most amenable to the grinders, whence it was to en- 
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oounter the process of digeatton. NeTertheksBy easy 
as was their passs^y he was not for stopping the way 
with too much of them; and^ to be sure, he was in 
the right But though he cautioned the maid and 
me against repletion in respect of solids, it was made 
up by free permisMon to drink as much water as we 
liked. Far from prescribing us any limits there, he 
would tell us sometimes: Drink, my children; health 
consists in the pliability and moisture of the parts. 
Drink water by pails full; it is an universal dissd- 
vent; water liquefies all the salts. Is the coarse of 
the blood a little sluggish? this grand principle sets 
it forward: too rapid? its career is checked. Our 
doctor was so orthodox on this head, that he drank 
nothing himself but water, though advanced in years. 
He defined old age to be a natural consumption 
which dries us up and wastes us away: on this prin- 
ciple, he deplored the ignorance of those who call 
wine old men's milk. He maintained that wine 
wears them out and corrodes them, and pleaded with 
all the force of eloquence against that liquor, fetal in 
common both to the young and old, that friend with 
a serpent in its bosom, that pleasure with a dagger 
under its girdle. 

In spite of ihese fine arguments, at the end cf a 
week, a looseness ensued, with some twinges, which 
I was blasphemous enough to saddle on the uttiver- 
sal dissolvent, and the new-fashioned diet. I staled 
my symptoms to my master, in the hope he would 
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relax the rigour of his regimeiiy and qualify i^y meals 
witk a little wine; IhU his hostility to 'that liquor was 
inflexible. If you. hftv^e not philosoj^y enough, said 
hfi^ for pore water, there are innocent infusions to 
strengthen the stomach, against the nausea of 
aqueous quaffings. Sage, for example, has a very 
pretty flavour; and if you wish to heighten it into a 
debauch, it is only mixii]^ rosemary, wild poppy, 
and other simples, but no compounds. 

In vain did he crack off his water, and teach me 
the secret of composing delicious messes. I was so 
abstemious^ that, remarking my moderation, he said: 
In good sooth, Gil Blas» I marvel not that you are 
no better than you are; you do not drink enough, 
my friend. Water taken in a smaU quantity serves 
only to separate the p^cles of bile, and set them 
in action ; but our practice is to drown them in a co- 
pious drench. Fear not, my good lad, lest a super- 
abundance of liquid should either weaken or chill 
your stomach: far from thy better judgment be that 
silly fear of unadulterated drink. I will ensure you 
against all consequences; and if my authoidty will 
not serve your turn, read Celsus. That oracle of ibe 
ancients makes an admirable panegyric on water; in 
short, he says in plain terms that those who plead ap 
inconstant stomach in favour of wine, .publish a libel 
on their own bowels, and make their organization a 
pretence for their sensuality. 

As it would have been ungenteel in me to haye rup 
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riot on my entrance into the career of practice, I afV 
fected thorough conviction : indeed I thought there 
was something in it. I therefore went on drinking 
water on the authority of Celsus, or to speak in sci- 
entific terms> I began to drown the bile in copious 
drenches of that unadulterated liquor; and though I 
f(^t myself more out of order from day to day, preju- 
dice won the cause against experience. It is evident 
therefore that I was in the right road to the practice 
of physic. Yet I could not always be insensible to 
the qualms, which increased in.my frame, to that 
degree, as to determine me on quitting doctor San- 
grado. But he invested me in a new office which 
changed my tone. Hark you^ my child, ssod he to 
me one day, I am not one of those hard and ungrate- 
ful masters, who leave their household to grow grey 
in service without a suitable reward. I am well 
pleased with you; I have a regard for you: and .with- 
out waiting till you have served your time, I will 
make your fortuQe. Without more ado, I will initiate 
you in the healing art, of which I have for so many 
years been at the head. Other physicians make the 
science to consist of various unintelligible branches ; 
but I win shorten the road for you, and dispense with 
the drudgery of studying natural philosopky, phar- 
miacy, botany, and anatomy. Remember,.iny friend, 
that- bleeding and drinking warm water are the two 
grand principles ; the true secret of curing all the dis- 
tempers incident to humanity. Yes, this marvellous 
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secret which I reveal U> you, and which nature, be- 
yond the reach of my colleagues, has failed in rescu- 
ing froAi my keb, is comprehended in these two arti- 
cles/ namely, bleeding and drenching. Here you 
have the sum total of my philosophy ; you are tho- 
roughly bottomed in medicine, and may raise your- 
self to the summit of fame on the shoulders of my 
long experience. You may enter into partnership &t 
once, by keeping the books in the morning, and going 
otit to visit patients in the afternoon. While I dose 
the nobility and clergy, you shall labour in your vo- 
cation among the lower orders; and when you have 
felt your ground a little, I will get you admitted into 
our body. You are a philosopher, Gil Bias, though 
you have never graduated: the common herd of them, 
tho\igh they have graduated in due form and order, 
aie libely to run out the length of their tether without 
knowing their right hand from tlieir left. 

I thai^ed the doctor for having so speedily ena- 
bled me to serve as his deputy; and, by way of ac- 
knowledgmg his goodness, {»'omised to follow his 
i^stem to the end of my career, with a magnanimous 
indifference about the aphorisms of Hippocrates. 
But that engagement was not to be taken to the 
letter* This tender attachment to water went against 
the grain, and I had a scheme for drinking wine 
every day snugly among the patients. I left off 
wewrin'g my own suit a second time, to take up with 
one of 'my master's and look like an inveterate prac- 

h2 
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titioner. Alter which, I InnoQght my medical dieociM 
into i^ay ; leaving them to look t» the ereiA lAotti it 
might concern. I began on an alguaal in a pleiariqr' 
he was condemned to be bled with the utmost rigow 
of the law, at the siune time that the system wao ta 
be replenished copiously widi watert Next I nacftde 
a lodgment in the yeins of a pastry-oook^ wko K>ai>ad 
like a lion by reason of gouty spasms. I stood <» 
no more ceremony with his blood than' with thaitof 
the alguazil, and laid no restriction on hia taste lor 
simple liquids. My prescriptions brought me n 
twelve rials; an incident so auspicious in^ my preles^ 
sional career, that I only wished fcM'^ie plagues of 
Egypt on all the hale subjects of Valladotid- As I 
was coming out of the pastry-oook's. whom should { 
meet but Fabricio, a total stranger since the dealbof 
the licentiate S6dillo? He looked at me with asto* 
nishment for some seconds : then s^ap a laugh with 
dl his mighty and held his sides. Ho had no reason 
to be grave : for I hada cloak traiiUBg on the gvoud, 
with a doublet and breeches of laiyr times my naAml 
dimensions. I was oertakily a complete original. I 
suffered him to make merry as long as he lifaed, aad 
could^scarcelyhelp joining in the ridiciide: but I kept 
a guard on my muscles, to preseive a becoming dig- 
nity in pubKc, and the better to enact the f^ysicitti, 
whose part in society is not that of a buffoon. If ^ 
absurdity of my iappearance excited Fabrioio's m^- 
rhnent, my affected gravity added zest to it; and 



when he kad nearly exhausted his lungs : By all (he 
powers, @ril BlaEd,^iio1ihhey thou art in complete mas- 
querade. Wh6 the Idevil hjBis -dressed you up in this 
manner? Fair and 'Softly, 'iny friend, replied I, fair 
and softly; 1^ a liCtle on your good behaviotnr wkh 
a modem HippocraA^.. 'Understafiid me to be the 
substitute of doctor Sangrado, the most eminent phy^ 
sician -ip Ysdladolid* I haye lived with him these 
three veelcs.. ; He has bottomed me thoroughly in 
mecHciBe;: and, as .he. cannot. perform the obsequies 
of all the patients who send for him, I visit a part of 
them, io take ^e burden off his conscience. He 
does execution in great families, I among the vulgar. 
Vastly well, replied Fabricio; that is to say, he 
grants you a lease on the blood of the commonalty, 
but keeps to himself the fee-*simple of the fashionable 
world. I wish you jo^ of your lot; it is a pleasanter 
line of practice among the populace than among 
great folk. Long live a snug connexion in the 
suburbs ! a man's mistakes are easily buried, and his 
murders elude all but God's revenge. Yes, my brave 
^Jf your destiny is truly enviable: in the language 
of Alexander, were I not Fabricio, I could wish to be 
Gil Bias. 

To shew the son of Nunez the barber that he was 
not much out in his reckoning on my present hap- 
piness, I chinked the fees of the alguazil and the 
pastry-cook ; and this was followed by an adjourn- 
ment to a tavern, to drink to their perfect recovery. 
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The wine was yery fair; and my.impatienee for the 
well-known smack made me think it better than it 
was. I took some good long draughts; and, with- 
out gainsaying the Latin oracle, in proportion as I 
poured it into its natural reservov, I felt my accom- 
modating entrails to owe me no grudge for the hard 
service into which I pressed them. As for Fabricio 
and myself, we sat some time in the tavern, making 
merry at the expense of our masters, as> servants are 
too much accustomed to do. At last, - seeing the 
night approach, we parted, after engaging to meet 
at the same place on the following day after dinner. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Gil Bias goes on practising physic with equal success 
. and ahiUty, Adventure of the recovered ring, 

I WAS no sooner at home, than doctor Sangrado 
came in. I talked to him about the patients I had 
seen, and paid into his hands eight remaining rials 
of the twelve I had received for my prescriptions. 
Sight rials! said he, as he counted them: mighty 
little for two visits ! But we must take things as we 
find them. In the spirit of taking things as he found 
^em, he laid violent hands on six, giving me the 
other two: Here, Gil Bias, continued he^ see what a 
foundation to build upon. I make over to. you the 
fourth of all you may bring mel You will soon fea- 
ther your nest, my friend ; for, by the blessing of 
providence, there will be a great deal of ill health 
Ws year. 

1 had reason to be content with my dividend: 
8*nce, having determined to keep back the third part 
of what I received in my rounds, and afterwards 
touching another fourth of the remainder, half of the 
^hole, if arithmetic is any thing more than a decep- 
tion, would become my perquisite. This inspired 
nae-with new zeal for my profession. The next day, 
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as soon as I had dined, I resumed my medical para- 
pheraalia, and took the field once more. I visited 
several patients on the list, and treated their several 
complaints in one invariable routine. Hitherto, 
things went on under the rose, and no individual, 
thank heaven, had risen up in rebellion against my 
prescriptions. But let a physician's cures be as ex- 
traordinary as they will, some quack or other is al- 
ways ready to rip up his reputation. I was called in 
to a grocer's son in a dropsy. Whom should I find 
there before me, but a little black-looking physician, 
by name doctor Cuchillo, introduced by a relation of 
the family. I bowed round most profoundly; tnit 
dipped lowest to the personage whom I took to have 
been invited to a consultation with me. He returned 
my complunent with a distant air; then, having 
stared me in the face for a few seconds, Signor 
doctor, said he, I beg pardon for being inquisitive: I 
thought I had been acquainted with all my brethren 
in Valladohd; but I confess your physiognomy is al- 
together new. You must have been settled but a 
short time in town. I avowed myself a young pnu> 
titioner, acting as yet under the direction of doctor 
Sangrado. I wish you joy, rej^ied he politely; you 
are studying under a great man. You must doubt- 
less have seen a vast de^l of sound practice, young 
as you appear to be. He spoke this with so easy an 
assurance, that I was at a loss whether he meant it 
seriously, or was laughing at me. While I yf9^ 
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tiotmilig oyer my refdy, the gtooer, seiziiig on the 
idpport^ty, Siidd: Gentlemen, I am persuaded of 
ycHiT both bemg perfectly competent in your art: 
have the goodness without ado to take the case in 
lumd, and devise some effectual means for the i^sto- 
ration of my son's health. 

Thereupon the little pube-counter set himself 
•about xeT&ewing the patient's {situation; and after 
liaring dilated to me on all liie symptoms, asked me 
what I thought the fittest method of treatment I 
am of opinion^ replied I, that he should be bled once 
a 'day, and drink as much warm water as he can 
swallow. At tliese words, our dimiautive doctm* 
4Nud to me with a malicious simper : And so you 
think such a ;CQiirse will save the patient? Never 
doabt it, exclaimed I in a confident tone; it must 
produce that effect, because it is a certain method of 
ciiie for all distempers. . Ask signer Sangrado^ At 
liiat rate,, retorted he, Celsus is altogether in the 
wrong; for he contends, that the readiest way to cine 
a dropsical subject, is to let him almost die of hunger 
and thirst.. Oh I as for Celsus, interrupted I, he is 
no oracle of mine; as fallible as the meanest of uis : 
i ofiten have occasion to bless myself^ for going con- 
4rary to Jus d<^:mas. I discover by your language, 
said Cuchillo, ^e safe and sure method of practice 
doctor Sangrado instils into his pupils. Bleeding 
and drenching are the extent of his resources. No 
iroftder 90 many worthy people are cut off under his 

h5 
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direction .... No defam&tion! interrapted I witfr 
some acrimony: a member of the faculty bad better 
not begin throwing atones. Come, come^ my learned 
doctor, patients can get to the other world without 
bleeding and wann water; and I question whether 
the most deadly of us has ever signed more pass.- 
ports than yourself. If you have any crow to pluck 
with ^gnor Sangrado, write against him; he will an* 
sweryou, and we shall soon see who will hare the 
best of the battle. By all the saints in the calendar! 
swore he in a transport of passion, you little know 
whom you are talking to. I have a tongue and a 
fist, my friend: and am not afraid of Sangrado, .wfao, 
with all his arrogance and affectation, is but a ninny. 
The size of the httle death-dealer made me hold his 
anger cheap* I gave him a sharp retort: he sent 
back as good as I brought, till at last we came to 
cuffs. We had pulled a few handfuls of hair firom 
each other's heads, before the grocer and his kins- 
man could part us. When they had brought this 
about, they feed me for my attendance, and retained 
my antagonist, whom they thought the more skilfid 
of the twa 

Another adventure succeeded close on the heels 
of this. I went to see an huge chanter in a fever. 
As soon as he heard me talk of ws^m water, he 
shewed himself so averse to this specific, as to foil 
into a fit of swearing. He abused me in all possible 
shapes^ and threatened to throw me out at window- 
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I waa in a greater hurry to get out of his house thai^ 
to get in. I did not choose to see any more patients 
that day; a^d r^aired to the inn where I had agreed 
to itfeet'Fabricio. He was there first. As we found 
ouiBelves in a tippling humour, we drank hard, and 
returned to our employers in a pretty pickle, diat is 
to say, so so in the upper story. Signor Sangrado 
was not aware of my being drunk, because he took 
the lively gestures, which accompanied the relation 
of my quarrel mth the little doctor, for an effect of 
the agitation not yet subsided after the battle. 
Besides, he-caitoe in for his share in my report; and 
feeling himself nettled by Cuchillo, You have done 
we)^ Gil Bias, smdhe, to defend the character of 
our practice against this^ little abortion of the faculty. 
So he takes upon him to set his face against watery 
drenches in dropsical cases? An ignorant fellow ! 
I maintain, I do, in my own person, that the use of 
them may be reconciled to the best theories. Yes, 
water is: a cure for all isorts of dropsies, just as it is 
good for rheumatisms and the green sickness. It is 
excellent too in those feve]:B where the effect is at 
once to parch and to chill, and even miraculous in 
those disorders ascribed to cold, thin, phlegmatic 
and pituitous htimoiurs. This opinion may appear 
strange to young praotkionj^rs like Cucbillo; but it is 
right orthodox in the best and soundest systems : so 
that if persons of that description were capiable of 
tt^ing a philosophicaL view, instead- of crying me 
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down, they would become my most zealous advo^ 
eates. 

In his rage, he never suspected me of drii^dag: 
for, to exasperate him stiil more against the little 
doctor, I had thrown into my recital some circum- 
stances of my own addition. Yet, engrossed as he 
was by what I had told Mm, he could not help taking 
notice that I drank more water than usual that 
evening. 

In fact, the wine had made me very thirsty. Any 
one but Sangrado would have distrasted my being 
so very dry, as to swallow down glass afber gls»s : 
but as for him, he took it for granted, in the suoi}^- 
city of his heart, that I began to acquire a relish f^ 
aqueous potations. Apparently, Gil Bias, said he 
with a gracious smile, you have no longer such a 
dislike to water. As heaven is my judge ! you quaff 
it off like nectar. It is no wonder^ my friend, I was 
certain you would take a liking to that liquor. S&, 
replied I^ there is a tide in the affairs of men: with 
my present lights, I would giveiall the wine in VaUa-'^ 
dolid for a pint of water. This answer delighted the 
doctor, who would not lose so fine an importunity of 
expatiating on die excellence of water. He under- 
took to ring the changes once more in its praise, not 
like an hireling pleader, but as an enthusiast in the 
cause. A thousand times, exclaimed he, a thousaad 
and a thousand times of greater value, as being more 
innocent than our modern taverns, were those batii# 
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of ages past, whillier the people went not shamefully 
to squander their fortunes and expose their lives, by 
swflHng diemselves with wine^ h«it assembled there 
for die decent and economical amusement of drink- 
idg warm water. It is difficult enough to admiite Uie 
patriotic forecast of those ancient potiticians, who 
established places of public resort, where water was 
dealt o«it gratis to all comers, and who confined wine 
to the shops of the apothecaries, that its use might 
be prohibited but under the direction of physicians. 
What a stroke of insdomi It is doubtless to preserve 
the seeds of that antique frugality> emblematic of the 
golden age, that persons are found to this day, Ulee 
you and me, who drink nothing but water, and are 
persuaded they possess a prevention or a cur^ for 
every ailment, provided our warm water has never 
b(^ed; for I have observed that water, when it 
has boiled, is heavier, and sits less easily on the 
stomach. 

While he was holding forth thus eloquendy, I was 
in danger more than once of splitting my sides with 
laughing. But I contrived to keep my countenance : 
nay, more; to chime in with the doctor^s theory. I 
found fault with the use of wine, and pitied mankind 
for having contracted an untoward relish to so per- 
nicious a beverage. Then, finding my thirst not 
sufficiently allayed, I filled a large goblet with water, 
and filter having swilled it like a horse: C!ome, sir, 
said I to my master, let us drink plentifully of this 
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benefidal liquor. Let us make those earlyestablisb* 
ments.of dilution you so much regret, to live again 
in your house. He clapped his hands in ecstacy at 
these words, and preached to me for a whole hcuc 
about suffering no liqiiid but water to pass my lips* 
To confinn the habit, I promised to drink a large 
quantity every evening; and, to keep my word widi 
less violence to my private inclinations, I went to 
bed with a determined purpose of going to the taren^ 
jesirery day. 

The trouble I had got into at the grocer's did not 
discourage meffrom; phlebotomizing and prescribing 
warm water in the usual course. Coming out of a 
house where I had been visiting a poet in a phrenzy, 
I was accosted in the street by an old woman who 
cconQ up and asked me if I was a physiciaa. I said 
yes. As that is the case, replied she, I entreat you 
with all humility to go along with me. My nie«e 
has been ill since yesterday, and I cannot conceive 
what is the matter with her. I followed the old lady 
to ber house,, where I was.«hewu into a very decent 
room, occupied by a female who kept, her bed. I 
went near, to consider her case. Her features struck 
me from, the first ;. and I discovered beyond the pos^ 
sibility of a mistake, after having looked at her some 
little time, the she-adventurer who had played the 
part pf . Camilla so. adroitly. Foe her part, she did 
nojt seem to recollect md al all, whether from the op^^ 
priart^fuon of her disorder, or from my dress as a phyp» 
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sician rendering me not easy to be known again, s. I 
took her by the hand, to feel her pulse; and saw my 
ring upon her finger. I was all in a twitter at the 
discov^y of a valuable, on which I had a claim both 
in law and equity. Great was my longing to make 
a snatcl^ at it; but considering that these fair ones 
¥POuld set up a great scream^ and that don RAphael 
or some other defender of injuied innocence might 
nuih in to their rescue, I laid an embargo on my prtr 
vateerittg. I thought it best, to come by my own in 
an. honest way, and to consult Fabricio about the 
means. To this last course I stuck. In the mean 
time the old woman urged me to inform her with 
what disease her niece was troubled. I was not fool 
enough to own my ignorance ; on the contrary,, I took 
i^n myself as a man of science, and after my masr 
ter^s example, pronounced solemnly that the disorder 
aecrued to the patient from the defect of natural 
perspiration; that consequently she must lose blood 
as soon as possible, because if we could not opea 
one pore, we always open another: and I finished 
my prescription with warm water^ to dp the thing 
methodically. 

I sdiorteaed my yisti as much a» posstible, and ran 
te the son of Nunez, whom I met just as he was 
Soing out on an errand for his master. I told hiiQ 
my new adventiue, and asked his advice about lay- 
»9g an information, against Camilla. Pooh! Non* 
seftse! ii^plied he; that would not be the way to ge^ 
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ycMir ring agwi. Hhmc gentry iSbkak Testitetio& 
double troable. Catt to mind your imprisonmeBl ftt 
Astorga; your hone, yoor Bionny> yonr yery clothes^ 
did not tlwy nil centre in the hands of justice? We 
Binstintlier setonrwits to work fo the leooyery of 
yonr dismend. I take on mysetf the charge of in* 
fenting some slralngeM for Ibat pnipose. I witt 
deliberalff on it in my way to the hospital, wiMie I 
liaTe to say but two words firom my master to the 
purveyor. Do you wait for me at our house of 
call, and do not be on the firet: I will be witfi yea 
shortly. 

I bad waited however more than tfatee hours at 
the ai^xiintedplaoey when he arrived. I^daotfan^ 
him again at first. Besidoi tfaait he had dianged his 
dress and platted his hair, a pair of false whisken 
covei^ half his lace* He wore an immense swoid 
with ahiltof at least three feet in circumference, and 
maiched at the head of five men of as swaggering 
an air as himself, with bushy whiskers and^imig 
rapere. Qood day to you, ugaot Gil Bias, said he 
by way of salutation; beholden alguazil upon a new 
construction, and marshalmen of like materials in 
these brave fellows my con^>anions« We have only 
to be shewn where the woman lodgea who pnikined 
the diamond^ and we will obtain restitutioiv take »y 
wotd for it I hugged Fabrioia at this discourse,, 
whioh let me into the plot, and testified loudly my 
'«{)prdval of the^i^iedient. Ipaid my taqpects abfo 



OIL BLAS. 161 

to the masquerading marshafanen. They were three 

servants and two journeymen barbers of his acqnunt- 

ance^ whom he had engaged to act Ihis force. I 

ordered whie to be served round to the detachmenty 

amd we went all together at night-fail to Camilla's 

residence. The door was shut, and we knodced. 

The old woman, taking imy companions to be on the 

scent of justice, and knowing they would not come 

into that neighbourhood for nothing, was terribly 

frightened. Cheer up again, good mother, said 

Fabrido ; we are only come here upon a little business 

Which will be soon settled. At these words we made^ 

our entry, and found our way to the sick chamber, 

tinder the guidance of the old dowager who walked 

before us, and by favour of a wax taper which she 

carried in a silver candlestick. I took the light, went 

to the bed-side, and, making Camilla take particular 

notice of my features, Traitress, said I, call to mind 

the too credulous Gil Bias whom you have deceived. 

Ah! tbou wickedness personified, at last I have 

caugkt thee. The corregidor has taken down my 

deposition, and ordered this alguazil to arrest you. 

Come, oflicer, said I to Fabricio, do your duty. 

There is no need, replied he, swelling his voice, to 

inflame my severity. The face of that wretch is not 

new to met she has long been marked with red 

letters iti my pocket-book. Get up, my princess> 

dress your royal person with all possible dispatch* 
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I will be your squire, and lodge you in durance vile, 
if you have no objection. 

At these words, Camilla, ill as she was, observing 
two marshalmen with large whiskers ready to drag 
her out of bed by main force, sat up of herself, 
clasped her hands in an attitude of supplication ; and 
looking at me ruefully, said, Signer Gil Bids, have 
compassion on me: I call as a witness to my entrea- 
ties the chaste mother whose virtues you inherit. 
Guilty as I am, my misfortunes ai*e greater than my 
crimes. I will give you back your diamond; so do 
not be my ruin. Speaking to this effect, she drew 
my ring from her finger, and gave it me baek. But 
I told her my diamond was not enough, and that she 
must refund the thousand ducats they had embezzled 
in the ready-furnished lodging. Oh! as for your 
ducats, replied she, ask me not about them. That 
false-hearted deceiver, don Raphael, whom I have 
not seen from that time to this, carried them off the 
very same night. O ho! my little darling, said 
Fabricio in his turn, that will not do : you had a hand 
in the robbery, whether you went snacks in the profit 
or no. You will not come off so cheaply. Your 
having been accessary to don RaphaeFs manoeuvres 
is enough, to render you liable to sm examination. 
Your past life is very equivocal; and you must have 
a good deal upon your conscience. You will have 
the goodness, if you please> just to step into the town- 
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jail, and there unburden yourself by a general con- 
fession.. This good old lady shall keep you com* 
paay ; it is hard if she cannot tell a world of curious 
stories, such as Mr. Coiregidor will be delighted to 
hear. 

. The two women^ at these words, brought every 
engine of pity into play to soften us. They fiUed the 
air with cries, complaints,, and lamentations.. While 
the old woman on her knees, sometimes to the al- 
guazil and sometimes to his attendants, endeavoured 
to melt their stubborn hearts, Camilla implored me, 
in the most touching terms, to save her from the 
hands of justice. I pretended to reUnt. Officer, 
said I to the son of Nunez,, since I have, got my dia- 
mond, I do not much care about any thing else. It 
woold be no pleasure to me to be the means of pain 
to that poor woman ; I want not the death of a stjmer* 
Out upon you, answered he,, you set up for humaniiy ! 
you would make a bad tipstaC I must do my er- 
rand. My positive orders are to arrest these virgins 
of the aun; hia honour the corregidor means to make 
an example of them. Nay ! for mercy*s sake, replied 
r, pay some little deference to my wishes, and slacken 
a Uttle of your severity, on the groimd of the present 
these ladies are on the point of o£fering to your accep- 
tance. - Oh! that is another matter, rejoined he;. iiiJ^t 
is what you may call a figure of rhetoric suited to all 
capacities and all occasions. Well, then, let us see, 
wb,9X haye they to give me ? I have a pearl necklace, 
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said CamiUay and drop ear-riags of considerable 
raltte. Yes; but, iatetrapted he rou^y, if these 
ardcles are the produce of the Pldlippme isles, I w&L 
have none of them. You may take ikem in pofect 
safety, replied she: I warrant them real. At the 
same time i^e mnde the old wcmian bring a little box^ 
whence i^he took oat the necklace and ear^cings, 
which she pat within the grasp of this incomiptiMe 
minister. Though he was much such a judge of 
jewellery as myself, he had no doubt of liie drofw 
being real, as well as the pearls. These tiinkets, 
said he, after having looked at &em minntely, seem 
to be of good quality and fashion: and if the silver 
candlestick is thrown into tte bargain, i would not 
answer for my own honesty. Yon had better aot, 
said I in my tutn to Camilla, fbr a trifle, reject so 
moderate and lair a composition. While nttering 
these n^erds, I retumed the taper to the old woman, 
and handed the candlestick over to Fabricio, who, 
Stopping there because perhaps he esfMod nothing 
else that was portable m the room, said to the two 
women : Farewell, my dainty misses ; set yosff beasts 
at rest, I will report you to his worship the coiTegidor> 
as purer' than unsmutohed snow. We can turn him 
round omr finger; and never tell him the truth, bat 
when we are not paid for our Ues. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Sequel rftke foregoing adventure, Gil BUu retire$ 
jfrom practice, and from the neighhourkood of 
VMidoUd. 

AFT^m haying tbus earned Fabricio*s plan into 
e&cty we. took our leave of Camilla*& lodgii^^ 
kttg^ng ourselves on a success beyond our expect^ 
tioQ ; for we had only reckoned on the ring. We 
earned off without ceremony all we could get besides. 
Far from making it a point of eonsci^ce n<»t to steal 
from a description of ladies, whose names are com- 
monly associated with rogues, we thought to cover 
some scores of other sins by so meritcMrious an action^ 
Gentlemen, said Fabricio, when we were in Ihe 
stmet, my counsel is for returning to our tavern, and 
devoting the night to a regale. To-morrow we will 
sell the eandlestick, the necklace, the drop ear -brings, 
and then share the prize-money m&e broUiter adven- 
tarers, after which every man shall tramp home 
again, and make the best excuse he can to his mas- 
ter. His worship the alguaziVs idea seemed equally 
bnght and judicious. We returned ramk and< file to 
the tavern, some in the pious hope of finding a 
plausible excuse for having slept abroad, others in a 
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desperate in^fference about being turned out of 
doors without a character. 

We ordered a good supper to be got ready, and 
sat down to table with our 'physical and mental 
powers in full vigour. The relish was heightened by 
a thousand pleasant anecdotes. Fabricio, of all 
men in the world, having die happy knack of a chair- 
man in a company of jovial spirits, kept the table in 
a roar. There escaped from him I know not how 
many charges of true Castilian wit, worth fnore 
either in the schools of philosophy or the exchange 
of commerce than the drug of Attic salt. While we 
wete in a full peal of laughter, we were made to 
laugh on the other side of our mouths by an unfore- 
seen occurrence. There appeared at table a man of 
no contemptible prowess, followed by two other as 
ill-looking dogs as ever existed. After this specimen 
we had three others, and reckoned up to. a dozen; 
matching in by triplets. They were armed with 
carbines, swords and bayonets. We could not mis- 
take their office, and were at no loss to guess their 
business. At first we had a mind to be Tefractory ; 
but they beset us in an instant, and kept us under, 
as much by their numbers as by their weapons. 
Gentlemen, said the captain commandant in a jeer- 
ing strain, I have been informed by what ingenious 
artifice you have recovered a ring from the custody 
of a lady no better than- she should be. Undoubt- 
edly, the device was admirable, and well de^rves a 
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civic crown : the patriotism of our police \i^ill not be 
found wanting. Justice, with her lodgings to let for 
gentry of your description, will not be deficient in 
her acknowledgments for so brilliant a display of 
genius. The company to whom this introductory 
address was directed, looked a little sheepish on the 
occasion. Our countenances fell ; and Camilla had 
her full reyenge. Fabricio however, though pale 
and puzzled, made an attempt at a defence. Sir, 
said he, we did it in the innocence of our hearts, and 
of course we shall be forgiven this not immoral fraud. 
What the devil, replied the commandant in a rage^ 
do you call this a not immoral fraud? Moral or 
immoral, it may bring you to the gallows. Besides 
that the power of restitution is too sacred to be 
assumed by the individual, you have made away 
with a candlestick, a necklace, and a pair of drop 
ear-rings : and what is worse, you have committed 
your rascalities in the livery of the law. Scoundrels 
dressing themselves up like the pillars of morality to 
undermine its very foundation ! I shall wish you 
much joy if you are condemned to nothing worse 
than mowing the salt marsh. When he had im? 
pressed it on our convictions that the affair was even 
more serious than our first feai's, we threw ourselves 
on his mercy, and implored him to have pity on our 
tender years ; but his stubborn heart was relentless. 
He rejected moreover the proposal of relinquishing 
the necklace, ear-rings and candlestick; nay, he was 
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deaf to the rketoric of my nog ; p^hap« beca^ae I 
oflered it before too many witnesses : in shoi^ Be 
was the most obdurate, dog of his kenneL lU 
ordered my companions to be haodcu&d, aj»d s^ 
us in a body to the public prison. As we wec^ oa 
our way^ one of the marshalmen acquainted oie that 
Camilla's old vixen, suspecting us not to be liceosed 
scouts of justice, had dogged us to the tayem; aad 
having satisfied her doubts, in revenge mform/Bd 
against us to the patrole. 

We were seai^ihed ifi the first instance. Away 
went the necklace, the ear-rings and the candlestick. 
They picked my pocket of my ring, anc^ my ruby of 
thePhilippine isles; withouteven sparing the few fees 
I had received in the forenoon for my prescriptioaiffi : 
so that it was plain, trade was carried on by ihe 
same firm at Valladolid as at Astorga, and that all 
Uiese reformers held die same creed. While they 
rifled me of my trinkets and money, the lord m 
waiting of the patrole made known our adventure to 
the inferior agents of legal rapine. The trespass 
appeared ' so audacious, that the majority vot^ it 
capitsil. A few kind souls were of opinion, that we 
might come off for two himdred lashes a piece, wkh 
a few years on board the galleys. Waiting bas wchh 
ship*s sentence, we were locked up in a cell, where 
we lay upon straw, spread over our stable like a litter 
for horses. There might we have foddered for an 
age, and at last have been turned out to grass in .the 
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g^eys, if on the morrow, signor Manuel Ordonnez 
had not got wind of our affair, and determined to 
release Fabricio; which he could not do without 
making a general gaol delivery.. He was a man of 
the first credit in the town : his interest was exerted 
for us ; and partly by his own influence, and partly 
by that of his friends, he obtained our enlargement 
at the end of thcee days. But the period of delirery 
is always moulting-ttme with gaol birds : the candle- 
Stick, the necklace, the ear-rings, my ring and the 
ruby, all was left behind. 4f^e could not help re- 
peating those excellent lines^Virgil, beginning with 
Sic vo's non vobis. 

As soon as we were at Hberty, we returned to our 
masters. Doctor Sangrado received me kindly: 
My poor Gil Blas^ said he, it was but this morning I 
was acquainted with thy misfortune. I was just 
setdng about an active canvass for thee. We must 
derive comfort from adversity, my friend, and attach 
oursdves more than ever to the practice of physic. 
I affirmed that to be my intention; and in truth I laid 
about me. Far from wanting employment, it hap- 
pened by a kind providence, as my mast^liad fore- 
txAdf to be a very sickly season. The smallpox and 
a malignant fever took alternate possession of the 
town and the suburbs. All. the physicians in Valla- 
dolid had their share of business^ and ^we not the 
least. We saw eight or ten patients a day ; so that 
the kettle was kept on the simmer, and the blood in 

VOL. I. I 
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the action of transfHring. But things will happen 
cross : they died to a man, either by our fault or 
their own. If their case was hopeless, we were not 
to blame ; and if it was not hopeless, they were. 
Three visits to a patient was the length of our tether. 
About the second, we sometimes ran foul of the 
undertaker; or when we had been more fortunate 
than usual, the patient had got no further than the 
point of death. As I was but a young physician, not 
yet haidened to the trade of an assassin, I grieved 
over the melancholy issue of my own theory and 
practice. Sir, said I, one evening to doctor SangiMo, 
I caU heaven to witness on the spot that I have 'never 
strayed from your infallible method ; and yet I ii'ave 
never saved a patient : one would think they died 
out of spite, and were on the other side of the great 
medical question. This very day I came across two 
of them, going into the country to be buried. Bfy 
good lad, replied he, my experience'nearly comeis to 
the same point It is but seldom I have the picture 
of curing my kind and partial friends. If I had less 
confidence in my pnnciples, I ishould think my pre- 
scrijptions had set their faces against the work they 
were intended to perform. If ^you will take a hint, 
sir, replied I, we had better vary our system. Let us 
give, by way of experiment,, chemical preparations to 
our patients : the worst they can d6> is to tread in the 
steps of bur pure dilutions and our phlebotomizing 
evacuations. I would willingly give it a insl. 
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tejoined he^ if it were a matter of indifference ; but I 
hiBtve published on the practice of bleeding and the 
use of drenches : would you have me cut the throat 
of my own fame as an author ? Oh ! you are in the 
righty resumed I ; bur enemies must not gain this 
trimnph over us : they would say that you were out 
of conceit with your own systems ; and would ruin 
your reputation jfbr consistency. Perish the people, 
perish rather our nobility and clergy ! But let us 
go on in the old path. After all, our brethren of the 
faculty, with all their tenderness about bleeding, 
have no patent for longerity any more than our- 
selves; and we may set off their drugs against our 
specifics. 

We went on working double Udes, and did so 
much execution, that in less than six weeks we made 
as many widows and orphans as the siege of Troy. 
The plague must have got into Valladolid, by the 
number of ftinerals. Day after day came some father 
or other to know what was become of his son, who 
was seen last in tmr hands, or eke a stupid fellow 
of an uncle, who had a foolish hankering after a 
deceased nephew. With respect to the nephews 
and the sons, on whose uncles and fkthers'we had 
equalized our system of destruction, they thought 
that least «aid was soonest mended. Husbands were 
altogether on their good behaviour : they would not 
split a hair about the loss of a wife or two. The real 
sufferers to whose reproaches we were exposed, were 
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sometimes quite savage in their ffiei; witiioiitbdiig 
mealy mouthed in their expressions, they called us 
blockheads and assassins* . I was concerned at theis 
bad language ; but my mast^r^ wbo was up to eveiy 
circumstance, listened ta their s^use with tjUe utmiDS^ 
indifference. Yet I might ha^e. growip^ as ^^ous as 
himself, to popular refvoacb, if heavw> ii)teqpK>siiig 
its shield between the inyalids of ValladQlid and.<M|9 
of their scourges, had not proividently raised tt|i an 
incident to disgust me with medicinf^ wiiicih firon 
the outset had been disgusted with me. 

The idle fellows about town asseqibled every day 
in our neighbourhood for a game at tennis. Among 
the number was one of those professed bullies, who 
set up for great dons, and are the complete qodm of 
the tennis-court. He was a Biscayan, and assw^d 
the title of don Eoderic de MondragcxDi. . His agc^ 
might be about thirty. His size was, somewhiEt 
above the common; but he wa^ lean and bony« 
Besides two sparkling little eyei, rolling about in his 
head, and throwing out defiance against all by^^aiid* 
ers, a very broad nose came in between a pair qtjrei, 
whiskers, which turned up like a hook as)iigb as th# 
temples* His phraseology was so rough ajid gn* 
couth, that the very sound of his voi^e wpi|ld.tl^w 
a quiet man into. an ague. This tyrant over both 
the rackets and the game was lord paramount in all 
disputes between the players; and there was no 
appeal from his decisions, but at the risk of roQeiviiig^ 
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a dmllfen^ the jie!tt^Ay; Precisely as I hsive dra^^ 
sigttor^on Rbderic, whom the doA in the fofeground 
of his tid^ could itevet make & gentleman, signot 
46h Rbderic Waft sweet upon the mistress of the 
teWhfeHCbiirt. ^hfe n^a* ia Wottia'n of forty, in good 
ckiMittiittttii:^, a* chdWnmg as ftwy c&i Well be, just 
etote^ihg 6tt the ^f^^6)atd yeat of h6t widowhood. I 
knbw hot how he knadte himself agfe^ble : certainly 
nbt "by his fextertet tecdW^endations ; but probably 
by that within which passeth shew. However that 
might be, she took a fancy to him, and began to turn 
her thoughts towards the holy state of matrimony : 
but while that great event was in agitation, for the 
punishment of her sins, she was taken with a malig- 
nant fever, and with me for her physician. Had the 
disorder been ever so slight, my practice would have 
made a serious job of it. At the expiration of four 
days, there was not a dry eye in the tennis-court. 
The mistress joined the outward bound colony of my 
patients, and her family administered to her effects. 
Don Roderic, distracted at the loss of his mistress, 
or rather disappointed of a good establishment, was 
not satisfied with fretting and fuming at me : but 
swore he would run me through the body, or even 
frown me into a non-entity. A good-natured neigh- 
bour apprized me of this vow, with a caution to keep 
at home, for fear of coming across this devil of a 
fellow. This warning, though taken in good part, 
was a source of an^ty and apprehension. I was 
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eternally fencying the enraged Biacayan laying siege 
to the out-workg of my citodel. There was no ge^ 
ting a moment's respite from alarm* This cifciun- 
stance weaned me from the practice of medidne, 
and I thought of nothing but dehverance frooi my 
horrors. On went my embroidered suit pnce more.. 
Taking leave of my master^ who did all he could, ta 
detain me» I got out of town with the dawn, not 
heedless of that terrible don Roderic,, who night 
waylay me on the road. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Bis route from VaUadolidy with a description of his 

fsUoW'traveller. 

I TRUDGED on at a great rate, and looked behind 
from time to time, to see if that dreadful Biscayan 
was not following me. My imagination was so 
engrossed b^lhe fellow, that he haunted me in every 
tree and bush : my heart was in my mouth for fear 
at every foot-fall. But I took courage again at the 
distance. of< about a league, and went on more gently 
towards Madrid, whither I proposed directing my 
steps. I had no attachment to Vailadolid. All my 
legret was> at tearing myself from Fabricio, my dear 
PyladeSy of whom I had not so much as taken my 
leave. It waA no grievance to give up physic ; on 
the contrary, I prayed heaven to forgive mie for hav- 
ing tampered with it. Yet I did not count over the 
contents of my purse with less pleasure, because 
they were the wages of murder. In this I took after 
those ladies, who retire with a fortune to lead pious 
lives, and think it hard if they may not fatten reli- 
giously on the hard earnings of their libertine pro- 
fession. I had, in rials, somewhere about the value 
of five ducats : and this was the siun total of my 
property. With these I designed repairing to 



176 OIL BLAS. 

Madrid, where I had no doubt of findmg a good 
aenrice. Beaides, I wished above all things to be b 
that magnificent city, the boasted epitome of the 
world and all its wonders. 

While I was recollecting irhai I had heard of it, 
and enjoying beforehand the pleasures it jafibrds, I 
heard the voice of a man coming after me, and smg- 
ing till he had scraped his throat He had a wallet 
on his back, a guitar suspended from his neck, and 
a long sword by his side. He got on at such a rale, 
as soon to overtake me. Who should it be but one 
of the two journeymen bacbers with whom I had 
been in gfM>l for the adventure of the ring. We knew 
one anotjier at once^ though we had shifted our 
dresses, and were in a thousand marvels at raeetmg 
so unexpectedly on the highway. If I testified my 
delight at having such a fellow-traveUer, he seemed 
on his side to feel an excess of rapture at the renewal 
of our acquaintance. I told him why I had: left 
Valladolid, and he trusted }iia own secret to me in 
return, by stating himself to have had a little brush 
with his master, on which they had taken an ever- 
lasting leave of one another. Had it been my plea- 
sure, continued he, to take up my abode longer in 
Valladolid, ten shops would have taken me in for 
one that would have turned me out; since, vanity 
apart, I may safely say there is not a barber in all 
Spain better qualified to shave all sorts of beards, 
with the grain or against the grain, and to curl a 
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pBh'-6f nAd^^Yn. Slit i 'eotild no >l6Bge^ fight 
agdnist a Hi&iik^riiig aifkff mj isntive plM^ whence I 
d^^f)^i;lf€ed ft^ ten y6tffrsM<i«v^ f^sh to inhale a 
litdt of iiby oWb tiouttby a^, and- to lieam the present 
sil^d^tion ^ niy^Miil^. t sl^ibe among them the 
daiy^idtgr'to-m^rrbM^, %t « ^eeiotfited Okn^do, a 
XidfNilattB vHIage On'tHfolideiof S^goriria. ' 

' I-re^v^^on ak^eoB^ai^^^mgthlS' bai^bief home, and 
gOilif toSegovk f<»€hc^chM^6'0f<a'e«^1^to Madrid. 
W^1>egan ^tfte^tal&kg 0n6 ti»io&er with indifferent 
fiUbjects, 1^ 19^ i^dnt'-along^ 1^ yoaag lellow was 
p^ife<i%fy/go^ h«a»iou>edy ^th .already /wst. After 
aSk hot^«onv^Mti<;ai/h«iaskedmeif i ims hungry. 
I 'refemd him to -the ibst- house o£ «all for my 
aasW^V T5 #top dilapidatiouB tiU we get' there, 
said li^, We in&y refHew onr^ilum by a little hvea^ast 
ftom'my':WtilS^e^ Wbdn*) amioti>aij<kimey^ I am 
ahf^i^b nQr oWn (m^i^er. ';Nione'ef' your woollen 
drti^ery, ms^ 4ineti drapery, nor ^aay ^of your :liippery 
or tnimpery. I l^te ostentation* My wallet con- 
tains n<$thinf^ but a 'little exercise for my.gnndere, 
my razors, and a wash-balL I extolled his discre- 
tion, and agreed. with all my heart to the bargain he 
proposed;. My appetite was keen, and sharp set for 
a comfortable meal: after what he had said, I could 
expect no less. We drew aside a little from the high 
roady and sat down upon the grass. There, my little 
journeyman barber laid out his provisions, consisting 
of five or six onions, with some scraps of bread aiid 
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cheese: but the. best lot m the auction was a.litde 
lea,them bottle^ full a^ he said, of choice, .delicate 
wine. Though the solids were nqt very relishmg, 
the c<blUs of hunger did not allow eith^ of us to be 
dainty; and we emptied the bottle too, containing 
about two pints of a wine one could not recommend 
without some remorse of conscience. We then rose 
from table, and set out again oa the tramp in high 
glee. The barber, who had heard some little snatchj» 
of. my story from Fabricio, entreated me to furnish 
him with the whole from the best authority. It was 
impossible to refuse so munificent an host: I therefore 
gave him the satisfoction he required. In my turn 
I called on him, as an acknowledgment of my frank- 
ness, to communicate the leading circun^tances.of 
his terrestrial peregrinations. Oh! as for my ad- 
ventures, exclaimed he, they axe scarcely worth 
recording : a mere catalogue df common occurrences. 
Nevertheless, since we have nothing else to do, I will 
run over the narrative, such as it is. At the same 
time, he entered on the recital uea^ly in the foUowing 
terms. 
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CHAPTER Vir. 

Thejowneyman harherh story, 

i TAKE Up my talQ from the origin of things. My 
grandfather, Ferdinand Perez de la Fuenta, barber- 
general to the village of Olm^do for fifty year^ died 
leaving four sons. The eldest, Nicholas, succeeded 
to the shop, and lathered himself into the good graces 
of the customers.. Bertrand, the next, having taken 
a fancy to trade, set up for a mercer ; and Thomas, 
who waa the third, turned schoolmaster. As for the 
fourth, by name Pedro,, feeling within himself the 
high destinies of learning, he sold a dirty acre or two 
which fell to his share, and went to settle at Madrid, 
where he hoped one day to distinguish himself by his. 
genius and erudition. The other three brothers 
would not part : they fixed their quarters at Olmedo, 
viarrying .peasants* daughters, who brought their 
husbands very littTe dowry, except an annual present 
of a chopping young rustic. They had a most 
public-spirited emulation in child-bearing. My mo-, 
ther, the txu'ber's wife, favoured the world with a 
contribution of six within the, first five years of her. 
marriatge. I was among the number. ^ My father 
uiitiated me betimes in the mysteries, of shaving ;. 
ind: when hersaw me grown up to the age of fifteen, 
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laid this wallet across my shoulders^ presented me 
with a long sword, and said : Go, Diego ; you aie 
DOW qualified to gain your own livelihood ; go and 
travel about You want a little acquaintance with 
the world to give you a polish, and improve you in 
your art Off with you! and do not return to 
Ohn^do till you have made the tour of Spain ; nor 
let me hear of you till that is accomplished. Finish-- 
ing -v^ih this injunction, he embraced me with 
fatherly affection, and shoved me out of doors by the 
shoulders. 

Such were the pavtikig benedictionB of my sire.. 
As for my mother, who had more the touch of nature 
in her manners, she seemed to feel* somewhat at my 
departure. She dropped a few team, and even 
slipped a ducat by stealth into my hand^ Thns was 
I sent from Ohn6do. into the wide worlds and took 
the road of Segovia. I did not go two hundred yaid» 
without stopping to examine my bag. I had a mind 
to view its contents,, and to know like predae amount 
of my possessions. There I fbuhd a case wiih two 
razors, which must have travelled post over the china 
of ten generations^ by the evidence of their wear and 
tear, with a strap to set them, and a bit of soap. In 
addition to this, a coarse shirt quite new, a pair oif 
my father'a shoes quite old, and, what rejoiced me 
mor^ than all die refl^, a rookau of twenty rials in a 
hnen rag. Behold the «um total of my personals. 
You may oondude master Nichdaa the barber to 
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have reckoued a good deal on my ingenuity, by his 
turning me adiilt^ with so slender a provision. Yet 
a ducat sokI t^eioiy rials, by way of forUtne, was 
enough to turn the head of a young man, unaccus- 
tomed to money concerns. I fancied' my stodc of 
cash inexhaustible; and pursued spiy journey in the 
sunshme of brilliant anticipation, looking from time 
to dme at the hilt of my rapier, while the blade waa 
striking againirt the calf of my leg at every step, or 
tri{ipmg'Upmy-heelfiw t> . 

In the evening I\reached:the vills^^ of Ataquin6Sy 
with a very catholic stomachs I put .up at the inn ; 
au^ as If I meant to spend freely^ asked, in a lofty 
tone, what there vnd for supper:. ^^6 lapdlprd 
eaomiined jhy pretensions with <hia eye; and, finding 
aocordipg to jwhat cloth- my C99A was^ fnui,, said with 
true publican^s civility ;. YeH, yes^, my ^Worthy mac^r, 
yoQ shall have no reason to complain f;. we will treat 
ydiD like a lord* With, this assurance, he shewed 
neiinto k little. zdeim»^. whither he brought me, a 
quaiter ot am hour.afteEWteds^ a ragout made of a 
gceot hercat, xyh which. I : feeated with as £sfcmous an 
iqipetkke/aKsf ' it* had been haxB oijTabbit. This ex- 
odftetitdish was wiubeddowti by toichoi^ a wiiie, 
that ihe.'king ihad no better da his cellars. I found 
o«t;ltt>wever that it .was pricked; but that waa no 
hindrance to/my doingit 9S niicih honour as Ihe he- 
cat The last article in this entertainment fora lord 
wait a^d better adapted to drive-aleep away than to 
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iimte It. Figure it to yourself about the wTdth of s 
coflbi, and so short that I could not stretch my leg8> 
though none of the longest Besides, there was- 
nather mattress nor feather-bed, but merely a little^ 
straw, sewed up in a sheet folded double, which was- 
laid down clean for every hundredth traveller, and 
served the odter ninety-nine, one after another with- 
out washmg. NeverUieless, in such a bed, with a. 
stomaeh distended to a surfeit by firicaseed cat, and. 
then raked by sour wine, thanks to youth and a. 
good constitution, I slept soundly, and passed, the 
night without being distmbedi. 

On the fallowing day, whai I had breakfiBtsted-,. 
and paid the reckoning as I had been treated, like 
a lord, I made but one stage to Segovia. On my 
arrival, I had the good fortune to find a shop, where 
they took me in for my board and lodging ; but' L 
staid there only six months^: a jouxneynuuL barber^ 
with whom' I got aeqmcunted, was going to Madrid^ 
and drew me in to set off with him. I had nodiffi-^ 
culty in- procuring a situation on the same footing as 
at Segovia. I got into a shop of the very best 
custom. It is true, it wa» noa» the church of tfaie 
Holy Cross> and that the neighbourhood: of the> 
Prince's Theatre brought a great deal of business.^ 
My master, two stirring fellows and myself>^ could 
scarcely lather the chins of the people who came ti^ 
be shaved. They were of all trades and conditions^ 
amoBf^ the rest, playenuand:authdrs«. One.day^two« 
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persons of the last description hiqppened to meet 
They began conversing about the poets and pieces 
in YOguCy when one of them mentioned my uncle's 
name : a circumstance which drew my attention more 
particularly to their discourse. Don Juan de Zava- 
leta, said one^ will ncTei: do any good as an author. 
A man of a cold genius, without a spark of &ncy 1 
he has written himself down at a terrible rate by his 
last publication. And Louis Velez de Guevara, said 
the other, what has he done ? A fine work to bring, 
before the public 1 Was there ever anything so 
wretched ? They mentioned I know not how mtmy 
poets bendes whose names I have forgotten : I only 
recollect that they said no good of th^n. As for 
my uncle, they made, a more honourable mention of 
him, agreeing that he was a personage of merit. 
Y^, said one, don P^dro de la Fuenta is an excel- 
lent author ^ there is a sly humour in his composi-. 
tions, blended with solid sense, which communicates 
an attic poignancy to their general effect. I am not 
dn^rprised at >his popularity both in court and city, 
nor. at the pensions settled on him by the great. For 
many years past^ said the other, he has enjoyed a- 
very large income. He lives at the duke de Medina 
Geli*s table, and has an apartment in his house : so 
that he is at no expense ; he must be very well in the 
wc»ld. 

I lost not a syllable of what these poets were 
saying about my imcle. We had learnt in the 
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family, that ke made «i tiowe ift Madrid by his 
some travellers, passing through Olm^do, had told 
tts so; but as he took no notice of us, and seemed 
to have weaned hknsdf firom all natural ties, we on 
our side litisd in a state of perfect indifference about 
him. Yet nature will piievail: as soou as I had 
hecffd that he Was in a fair way; and had learned 
nlFherelie liired, I was tempted to go and call upon 
hiin. One thing staggered me a • little : the literati 
had «tyled him don P6dro. This don was an awk- 
ward circumstance : I hiad my doubts whether he 
might not be some other poet of the name, 4md not 
my uncle. Yet that appreheusion did not damp my 
ardour. I thought he might have b^tk Ennobled for 
his wit, and deteimined to pay him> a visit. For this 
purpose, with my toiaster's lea^e, I tricked mysdf 
out one morning as well as I could, and sallied from^ 
our shop, a little prond of being nephew to & man- 
who hbd gained so high a character by his genius.. 
Barbers are not the most diffident peqple in the 
world. I began to conceive no mean opinion of 
myself; and riding the high horse' with aQ the ant>- 
gance of greatness, enquired my way to the duke d» 
Medina C^li's palace. I rang at the gate, and said, 
I wanted to speak with siguor don PMro de la 
Fuenta. The porter pointed with his finger to a nar- 
row staircase at the fag end of. the court, and- 
answered : Go up there, then knock at the first door 
ouyourrighL I did as he directed Ae; and knocked 
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it a door. It was opened by a^ young man, whom I 
aaked' if those were the apartments of signor dOn 
P^o die laFtteata. Yes, answered he; but you 
cahnot speak to hhn at present. I should be yery 
gbdy said I, just to say. How are you ? I bring him 
news oS his family. An you brought him news of 
like .pope, rq>]ied he, I could not introduce you just 
now. . He is writing ; and while his wits are at work, 
he must not be disturbed. He will not be able to 
receive company . till noon : take a turn, and come 
backjabont that time. 

I departed; and walked about town all the rnorn^ 
ing) incessantly meditating on the reception my 
uncle would give me. I think, said I within myself, 
he will be oyerjoyed to see me. I measured his feel- 
ings by my own, and prepared myself for a very 
affecting discovery. I returned punctually to the 
appointed hour. You are just in time, said the fier- 
vant; . my master was going out. Wait here a mo- 
ment: I will announce you. With these words, he 
left me in the anti^chamber. He returned almost 
immediately, and shewed me into hb master's room. 
The ftice struck, me all at once as a ^Emiily likeness. 
To be sure, he' was the very image of my uncle 
Thomas; they might have been taken £ot twins. I 
bowed down to the ground, and introduced myself 
as thesota. iof m^ter Nicholas de la Fuenta, the 
barber of :01m^o. I likewise informed him, that I 
had been working at my father's trade in Madrid^ 
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fox these three weeks, as a journeyman, and intended 
making the tour of Spain to complete my education. 
While I was speaking, my uncle was evidently in a 
brawn study. He seemed to doubt whether he 
shotdd disown me at once, or get rid of me with some 
little sacrifice to decency. The latter course he 
adopted. Affecting the affable: Well, my good 
kinsman, how are your father and your uncles ? Do 
they get on in the world ? I began thereupon by 
laying before him the femily knack at propagatioD. 
All the children, male and female, eaUed over by 
their names, with their godfathers and godmothers 
included in the list! He took no extravagant interest 
in the particulars of my tale ; but leading to his own 
purposes, Diego, replied«he, I am quite of your mind. 
Yqu should go from place to place, and see a variety 
of practice. I would not have you tarry longer at 
Madrid: it is a very dangerous residence for youth; 
you may get into. bad habits, my sweet fellow. 
Other towns will suit you better : the state of society 
in the provinces is more patriarchal and philosophi- 
cal. Determine on emigration; and when your 
departure is fixed, come and take your leave. I will 
contribute a pistole to the tour of Spain. With this 
kind assurance, he handed me out of the room, and 
sent mie packing. 

, I had not worldly wisdom enough to find out that 
he wanted to get quit of me* I went back to our 
Qhop, and gave my master an account of the visits 
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had paid. He looked no deeper than myself into 
signor don Pidro^s. motives, and observed : I cannot 
h^p differing from your worthy unde; so far from 
advising you to travel the provinces^ the real thing 
would be, in my opinion, to give you a comfortable, 
settlement in this city, m is hand, in glove with 
the first people : it is an easy, matter for him to 
^atablish you in a great family ; and that is a fortune 
at once. Struck with this lucky djj^CQveiiy, which 
seemed to settle the point without difficulty, I called 
on my.uncle again two days afterwards, and made a 
modest proposal to him fbr a situation about some 
leading character at court. . But the hint was not 
taken kindly. A proud man, living at free quarters 
among the great, and dining with them in a family 
party, did not exactly wish that, while he was sittmg 
at my lord's table, his nephew should be a guest in 
the servant's hall. Little Diego might bring a 
scandal on signor don P6dro. He had no hesitation 
therefore in fairly turning me out of doors, and that 
with a flea in my ear. What, you little rascal, said 
he in a fit of extravagance, do you mean to relinquish 
your calling ? Begone : I consign you to the reptile 
whose pernicious counsels will be your ruin. Take 
your leave of these premises, and never set your foot, 
on them again, or you shall have the reception you^ 
deserve ! I was absolutely stunned at this language,, 
and still more at the peremptory tone my uncle as^ 
aumed. With tears isk my eye^ I withdrew, quitft 
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orercome by his sererity. Yet, aa I had always been 
hvdy and confident in my temper, I soon wiped away 
my tears. My ^ef was eren turned into reBenlmen^ 
vaA I deletminied to take no farther notice of this 
unnatural relative, whose kind offices I had hitherto 
been oontented to want. 

' My iattention tras henceforth directed to the cal* 
titration of my professional talentsl-wasquiteaplodo 
£kig fello^at niy trade. I scmped away all day; 
and in the evening, by way of relief to my scraping, 
I twanged the guitar. My master on that instru- 
ment was an old Se7U>r iEscudero whom I Slaved. 
He taught me music ita return^ tad he was an ad^ 
To be sure he had formerly been a chpngter m a 
(dihedral. His name was Maiieos de Objregon. He 
Ir&s a man of the world, with good natural parts and 
acquired knowledge, which joiaUy iirduted him to £x 
00 fae as an adopted son. He vFas engaged as an 
attendant on a physician's lady, resident within thirty 
yards of our house. I went to him in the even- 
ing, when shop Was shut> and we two, sktm^ on &e 
llireshold of the door, made up a little concert not 
displeasing to the neighbourhood. It was Hot that 
our voices we're very finid; but in thnwaming on the 
catgut, we made a pretty regular accompaniment to 
our duet, and fiUed up the harmony suffioently for 
the gratification of our heai^s. Our music was paiti- 
ctflarly agreeable to donna M^rgelina, the phy- 
sician's wife; she came into the passage to hear ns, 
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and sometimeB encored us in her favourite . airs, 
H^ huBbafid did not interfere with her amusefnent* 
Though a S{HMiiavd and in years, he was iiet pos* 
teased. «dth jes^OHsy : besides, his profession 'Uh^ up 
aU* hiik tim^.; aad as he came home in the eyening^ 
worn out with, his iimnerous visits, he went to bed at 
an early hour, without troubling himself about his 
wife Qt- our eonqertSf Possibly, if he diought about 
them at all, he might consider them as little likely 
to produce dangeious consequences. He had an 
additional security in his wife. Mergelina was young 
and handsome with a witness; but of so fierce a 
modesty, that she started at the very shadow of a 
man. How could he take umbrage at an mnuser 
meat of so harmless and decorous a nature? He 
gave us leave to si^ig our hearts out. 

One evening, a^I came )x> the physician's dqor, 
intei^ding to take my usual recreation, I found the 
old squire waiting for me. He took me by the hand ; 
saying that he wished to take a little walk with me^ 
before we struck up our little concert. At the same 
time he drew me aside into a by-street, where, find- 
ing an opportunity of opening his mind: Diego,. my 
good lad, said he with a melancholy air,. I want to 
give you an hint in private. I much fear, my good 
and amiable youth, that we shall both have reason to 
repent of beguiling our evenings with little musical 
parties at my master's door. Rely on my sincere 
fneiidship : I do not grudge your lessons in singing 
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and oa the guitar; but if I could have foreseen the 
stoim BOW bfewing, in the name of charity! I would 
have selected some other spot to communicate my 
instructions. This address alarmed me. I entreated 
the gentle sqube to be more explicit, and to tell me 
what we had to fear; for I was no Hector, and the 
tour of Spain was not yet finished. I will relate to 
you, repUed he, what it concerns you to know, that 
you may take proper measure of oufpresent danger. 
When I got into the service of the physician, about 
a year ago, he said one morning, after having intro- 
duced me to his wife : There, Marcos, you see your 
mistress; that is the lady you are to accompany in all 
her peregrinations. I was smitten with donna Mer- 
gelina: she was lovely in the extreme, a model for an 
artist, and her principal attraction was the pleasmt- 
ness of her deportment Honoured sir, replied I to 
the physician, it is too great a happiness to be in the 
train of so charming a lady. My answer was takai 
amiss by Mergelina, who said rather crustily, A plea- 
sant gentleman this ! He is perfectly free and easy. 
Believe mel His fine speeches may go a begging 
for me. These words, dropped from such lovely lips, 
seemed rather inconsistent; the manners and ideas of 
bumpkins and dairy-maids coupled with all the graces 
of the most lovely woman in die world ! As for her 
husband, he was used to her ways; and, hugging 
himself on the unrivalled character of his rib, Marcos, 
said he, my wife is a miracle of chastity^ Then^ 
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observifltg her put on her yeil, and make herself ready 
to go to masSy he told me to attend'on her at chuich. 
We were no sooner in the street than we met, and it 
was no wonder, blades who, struck with doima Mer- 
gelina's gienteel carriage, told her a thousand flatter- 
ing tales as they passed by. IShe was not backward 
in her answers; but silly Bud ill-timed, beyond what 
you can conceive. They were all in amaze, and 
could not imagine how a woman should take' it anuss 
to be complimented. Why really I madam, said I to 
ber atfirst, you had better be silent, or shut your ears 
to their addresses, than reply with asperity. No, 
no, replied she: I will teach these coxcombs, that I 
am not a woman to put up with impertinence. In 
short, her absurdity went so far, that I could^not hdp 
telling hermy mind, at the hazard of her displeasure. 
I gave her to understand, yet with-the greatest pos- 
sible caution, that she was unjust to nature, whose 
handiwork she marred by her preposterous ferocity; 
that a woman of mild and polished laanners might 
inspire love without the aid of beauty; whereas the 
loveliest of ^e sexj divested of female softness, was 
in danger of becoming < the public scorn. To this 
ratiocination, I added collateral istrguments, alwdys 
directed to the amendment of her manners. After 
having moralized to no purpose, I^was afraid my free- 
dom might exasperate my mistress, and draw upon 
me some taunting repartee. Nevertheless «he did 
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not mutiny against my advice; but silently rendeied 
it of no aTail) and thus we went on from day to dayi 

I was weary of pointing out ker errorsto napoF- 
pose, and gave her up to the ferocious tempervmest 
of ^her nature. Yet, ^duld you think it? the 8a;Tage 
humour of that proud woman -it entifdy changed 
within these two months. She has akind word for 
all the world, and manners the moat ace ommoda ting ; 
It is no longer the same Mergelina.who g^ve sncli 
homely -answers to the compliments of her swains: 
she is become assailable by flattery; loves to hertM 
she is handsome, that a man cannot look ather with- 
out paying for it : her ears itch for fine speeches, and 
she is become a yetj woman. Snch a change is 
almost inconceivable:- and the best of the joke is; 
that -you are the worker ^of this unparalleled miracle. 
Yes, my dear Diego, it is y<m who have transformed 
donna Mergelina; you have softened down the 
tigfess into » domestic animal; in a word, yon have 
made her feel. I have observed it more than once; 
and never trust -my knowledge of the sex, if she is 
not desperately in love with you. Such, my dear 
boy, is the.melanchdy news I have to communicate^ 
the awkward predicament in which we stand. 

I do not see, said I in my turn to the old man, tiiat 
ther^ is any thing so melancholy in. this accident, or 
any p«culiar awkwardness in beings the 4}b|ect ei a 
pretty woman!s partiality. .Ah! Diego, replied he^ 
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3^0tt argue like a young man: you only see tbe btat> 
.without guarding against the )iook: pleasure ' is yoiir 
lure; while my thoughts are directed to the unplea- 
sant circumstances attending it. Murder will out 
If you go on singing at our door, you will prproke 
Mergelina*s passion ; and she probably, losing all 
command over herself, will betray her weakness, to 
her husband, doctor Oloroso. That wretched hus- 
band, so complying pow that he thinks there is oio 
ground for jealousy, will run wild, take signal ven- 
geance upon her, and perhaps play some dpg*s trick 
or other to you and me. Well then ! rejoined I, your 
reasons shall be conclusive with me, and your sage 
counsels my rule. Lay down the line of conduct I 
am to adopt, for the prevention of any left-hsmded 
catastrophe. We will have no more concerts, was 
his peremptory decree. Do not shew yourself any 
more to my mistress : when the sight of you does, not 
inflame her, she will recover her composure. Stay 
within doors: I will call in upon you, and we' viU 
torture the guitar with impunity. With all my heart, 
said I, and I will never set my foot again in your 
premises. In good truth, I was determined to serer 
nade no longer before the physician^s door, but hei)iC6r 
forth to keep within the precincts of my shop, since 
my attractions as a man were so formidable. 

In the mean time, good squire Marcos, with,9||' 
his prudence, experienced in the course of a few dayf, 
that the plan he had devised to quench donna JMi^r 

VOL. I. K 
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tfeUDa's flame produced a directly opposite tSEsot 
The lady, on the second night, not hearing me sing^ 
asked why we had discontinued our concerts, and 
the reason of my absence. He told her I was so 
busy, as not to have a moment to spare for relax* 
atton. She seemed satisfied with that excuse, and 
t6T three days longer bore the disappointment of all 
her hopes like an heroine; but at the end of that pe- 
riod, my martyr to the tender passion lost all patience, 
and said to her conductor: You are playing false 
i^ith me, Marcos; Diego has not discontinued his 
Tisits without a cause. This mystery must be un- 
f^velled. Speak, I command you: conceal nothing 
from me. Madamie, answered he, making use of 
knother subterfuge, since the truth must be told, it 
has often happened to him, to find the cloth taken 
away at home, after the concert : he cannot nm ihe 
risk any longer of going to bed without his sapper. 
What, without his supper! exelsdmed she in an 
ligony, why did not you tell me so sooner? Go to 
£ed without his supper ! Oh ! the poor little saf- 
fbrer! Go to him this instant, and let him come 
again this evening ; he shall not go home starving 
miy more : there shall always be a luncheon for him. 
^ -'What do I hear ? said the squire, affecting asto- 
nishment at this language: oh heaven, what a 
Vev^rse 1 Is this you, madam, and are these your 
4ientiments? Well-a-day! Since when are you so 
^mnpassionate and tender-hearted? Since, repliect 



OIL BLAtf*. 195 

rite stgnificatttly, since you have lived in thit hoMe, 
pr nether aince you disapproved my disdainful man- 
ners, and have laboured to soften the acrimony of 
my temper. But, alas! added she, in a melting 
mood, I have gone firom one extreme to the other. 
Proud and insensible as I was, I am become too sus- 
ceptible, too tender. I am enamoured of your young 
friend Diego, and I cannot help myself: his absence^ 
far from' sdlaying my ardour, only adds fiiel to the 
fire. Is it possible, resumed the old man, that a 
young fellow with neither face nor person should 
have inspired so strong a passion? I could make 
allowance for your feelings, if they had been set afloat 

by some nobleman of distinguished merit Ah I 

Marcos, interrupted Mergelina, I am not like the 
rest of my sex; or rather, spite of your long expe- 
rience, your penetration is but shallow, if you fancy 
merit to have much share in our choice. Judging 
by myself, we all leap before we look. Love is a 
mental derangement, forcibly drawing all our views 
ftnd attachments into one vortex: a species of hydro- 
phobia. Have done then with your hints, that Diego 
is not worthy of my tenderness v that he has it. is 
enough, to invest him with a thousand perfections 
too< tttherial for your gross sight, and perhaps too 
unsubstantial for any but a lover's perception. In 
vain you disparage his features or his stature: in my 
^yes, he was created to undo, and encircled byr^the 
hand of nature with the glories of the opening day^ 

k2 
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Nay more; there is a thrilling sweetness in Us voice; 
his toucb on the guitar has the taste of an amateitri 
and the execution of a professor. But, madam, sub* 
joined Marcos, do you consider who Diego n? 

The meanness of his station My own is very 

little better, interrupted she again; though, were I 
of noble birth, k would make iio difference in my 
sensations. 

The result of that conference was diat the squire, 
concluding he should make no impression on the 
mind of his mistress, gave over struggling with her 
obstinacy, as a skilful pilot runs before the storm, 
though it carries him out to sea from his intended 
port. He did more: to satisfy his patroness, he paid 
me a visit, took me aside; and after -having related 
what had passed 'between them : You «ee, IXego, 
said he, that we cannot dispense with the perfonn- 
ance of our concerts at Mergelina*s door. Abso- 
lutely, my friend, that lady must see you again; 
otherwise she may commit some act of desperation, 
fatal to her good name. I was not inexorable: but 
answered Marcos that I would attend with my guitar 
eaily in the evening ; and dispatched him to his mis- 
tress with the happy tidings. He executed his 
office; aiad the impassioned dame was out of hor inl^ 
with joy, in 7 the -delicious prospect of hearing and 
seeing me in a few hours. 

^ A most disagreeable circumstance, however, was 
very near disappointing her in that hope. I could 
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not leave home before night; and, for my sins, tt was 
dark as pitclu 1 went groping along the street, and 
had got, may/ be, half way, when down from a win- 
dow came upon my head the contents of a perfuming 
pan, which did not tickle my olfactory nerves very 
pleasantly. 1 may say iliat not a whiff was wasted, 
80 exactly had the giver taken measure of the receiver. 
In this situation, I was at a loss on what to resolve: 
to go back the way I came, what an exhibition before 
my comrades ! It was surrendering myself to all 
their nasty witticisms. Then again, to go to Merge- 
lina in such a glorious trim, that hurt my feelings on 
the other side. I determined, at length, to get on 
towards the physician's. The old usher was waiting 
for me at the door. He said that doctor Oloro^ was 
gone to bed, and we might amuse ourselves as we 
liked. I answered, that the first thing was to purify 
my drapery ; at the same time relating my misfor- 
tune. He seemed to feel for me, and shewed me into 
a hall where his mistress was sitting. As soon as 
the lady got wind of my adventure, and had confirm- 
ed the testimony of her nose by the evidence of her 
eyes, she mourned over me as grievously as if my 
miseries had been mortal;, then, apostrophising the 
absent cause of my fbul array, she uttered a thou- 
sand imprecations. Well but, madsgnl said Marcos, 
do moderate this ecstacy of grief; consider that such 
casualties will happen; there is no occasion to take 
on so bitterly. Why, exclaimed she with vehemence. 
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why would you debar ihe from the priyile^e of weep& 
ing over the mjuries of this tender lamb, thi« doris 
without gall, who does not so much as xmirmur at 
the affront he has sustained? Alas! why am I not 
a man at this moment to avenge him ! 

She uttered numberless soothing expressions 
besides, to mark distinctly the excess of her devo* 
tion ; and her actions corresponded with her words : 
for while Mcgrcos was employed in wiping me down 
with a towel, she ran into her chamber, and brought 
out a box furnished with every variety of peifumes. 
She burned sweet-smelling drugs, and perfumed my 
clothes with them ; after which she drenched me in a 
deluge of essences. The fumigation and aspersion 
ended, this bountiful lady went herself, and fetched 
from the kitchen bread, wine, and some good slices 
of roast mutton, set by on purpose for me. She 
forced me to eat; and taking a pleasure in waiting 
on me, sometimes carved for me, and sometimea 
filled my glass, in spite of all that Marcos and my- 
self could do to anticipate her condescension. When 
I had done supper, the gentlemen of the orchestra 
struck the key note, and tuned their sweet voices to 
the pitch of their guitars* We played and sung to 
the heart's delight of Mergelina. To be sure, we took 
care to carol none but amorous ditties; and, as we 
sung, I every now and then leered at her with such k 
roguish meaning, as to throw oil upon the fire; for 
the game began to be interesting. The concert, 
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the lady, to whom hours seemed to fly like seconds, 
she could have been content to exhaust the night in 
listening, if the old squire, with whom the seconds 
seemed to lag like hours, had not hinted how late it 
was. She gave him the trouble of enforcing his 
moral on the lapse of time by at least ten repetitions. 
But she was in the hands of a man, not to be turned 
aside from his purpose; he 1^ her have no rest till i 
was gone. Sensible and provident as he was, seeing 
his mistress given up to a mad passion, he dreaded 
lest our harmony should be resolved by some dis*^ 
cord. His fears were ominous-: the physician, whe- 
ther his mind misgave him of some foul play, or the 
spirit of jealousy, hitherto on its good behaviour,^ had 
a mind to harass him gratuitously, bethought him- 
self of quarrelling with our concerts. He did more: 
he put abroad negative upon them; and, without as- 
signing his reasons for acting in this violent way, de* 
clared that he would suffer no more strangers to 
come about his premises. 

• Marcos acquainted me with this mortifying decla^ 
ration, particularly levelled against my rising hopes* 
I had begun bobbing at this dainty cherry, and did 
not like to lose my game. Nevertlieless, to act the 
part of a faithful reporter and true historian, I must 
own myimpatience did.not affect myhealthor spirits. 
Not so vnth Mergelina: her feelings were more alive 
than ever. My. dear Marcos^ said she to her usher;i 
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it is only from you that I look for succour. ContriTe, 
I beseech you, that I may see Diego in private. 
What do you require? asked the old man with a re- 
proachful accent. I have been but too indulgent to 
you. I am not a person to crown your wanton wishes 
at the expense of my master*s honour, youfgood 
fame, and my own eternal infamy; the infamy of a 
man, whose past life has been one continued series 
of faithful service and exemplary conduct. I had 
rather leave the family, than stay in it on such scan- 
dalous conditions. Alas! Marcos, interrupted the 
lady, frightened out of her wits at these last words, 
you wring, my heart by talking in this manner. 
Obdurate man I Can you bear the thought of sacri- 
ficing her, who lays all her present agony to your ac- 
count? Give me back my former pride, and that 
savage soul you have taken from me. Why am I no 
longer happy in my very imperfections !. I might now 
have been at peace: but your rash counsels have 
robbed me of the repose I then ei^oyed.^ You, the 
corrector of my manners, have tampered with my 

morals But why do I rave, unhappy ¥qretch as 

I am? why upbraid you thus wrongfully? No, my 
guardian angel, you are not the fatal source of all 
my miseries; my evil destiny bad decreed these tor- 
tures to await me. Lay not to heart, I conjure you, 
on my knees, these transports of a disordered ima*r 
grination. Oh mercy! my passion drives me mad: 
have compassion on my weakness; you are my sole 
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support and stay; if then my life is not indifferent to 
you, deny me not your aid. 

- At these words, her tears flowed in fresh torrents, 
imd stifled her lugubrious accents. She took out 
her handkerchief, and, throwing it over her face, fell 
into a chair, like a person overcome by her affliction. 
Old Marcos, who was perhaps one of the most trac- 
table go*betweens in the world, could no longer 
steel, hift heart, against so touching a spectacle. 
Pierced to the quick, he even mingled his.teaia with 
those of hi& mistress, and spoke to her in a softened 
tone: Ah! madam^ why are you thu& bewitching! 
2 cannot hold out against yom" sorrowful complaints ; 
ray virtue yields-under the pressure of my pity. I 
promise you all the relief in my power. No longer 
do I marvel at the oblivious influence of passion over < 
duty, since mere sympathy can mislead my footsteps 
from its thorny paths. Thus did this pander, whose 
past life had been one continued series of faithful 
service and exemplary conduct, sell himself to the 
devil, to feed Mergelina's illicit flame. One morning, 
he came and talked over the whole business with 
me; saying, at his departure, Uiat he had a scheme 
in his head, to bring about a private interview be- 
tween us. - At the thought, my hopes were all re- 
kindled; but they glimmered tremblingly in the 
socket, at a piece of news I heard two hours after- 
wards. A journeyman apothecary in the neigh- 
bourhood, one of our cu8tomers,.cam6 in to be shaved. 
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While I was making ready to trim his bushy honouni 
he said : Master Diego, do you know any thing about 
your friend, the old usher^ Marcos de Obregon? Is 
not he going to leave doctor Oloroso? I said noi 
But he is though, replied he: he will get his dismis- 
sion this very day. His master and mine were 
talking about it just now in my hearing; and their 
conversation was to the following effect: Signer 
Apuntador, said the physician, I have a favour to 
beg of you. I am not easy about an old lisher of 
mine, and should like to place my wife under the eye 
of a trusty, strict, and vigilant duenna. I undei^ 
stand you, interrupted my master. You want dame 
Melancia, my wife's directress, and indeed mine for 
the last six weeks, since I have been a widower. 
Thbugh she would be very useful to me in bouse- 
wifry, I give her up to you, from a paramount re- 
gard to your honour. You may rely upon her for 
the security of your brow : she is the phenlx of the 
duenna tribe; — ^a spring-gun and a man-trap, set in 
the purlieus of female chastity* During twelve 
whole years that she was about my wife, whose youth 
and beauty, you know, were not without their attrac- 
tions, I never saw th^ least semblance of manhood 
within my doors. No, no! By all the powers! 
That game was not so easily played. And yet I 
must let you know that the departed saint, heaven 
rest her soul ! had in the outset a great hankerii^ 
after the delights of the flesh; but daibe Melancia 
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tast her in a new mould, and regenerated hertio 
virtue and self-denials In shorty.such a guardian of 
the weaker sex is a treasure, and you will never haii^e 
done thanking me for my precious gift. Hereupon 
the doctor expressed his rapture at the issue of the 
eonference; and they agreed, signor Apuntador and 
he, on the duenna's succeeding the old usher on this 
yery day. 

This news, which I thought probable, and turned 
out to be true, disturbed the pleasurable ideas, just 
beginning to flow afresh, and renovate my soul: 
After dinner,. Marcos completed the convulsion, by 
confirming the young drug-pouhder's story: My 
dear Diego,. said the good squire, I am heartily glad 
ihat doctor Oloroso has turned n^ off; it spares me 
a world of trouble. Besides that it hurt my feelings 
to be inyested with the office of a spy, endless must 
have been the shifts and subterfuges to bring you 
ludd Mergelina together in private. We should have 
been rarely gravelled ! Thanks to heaVen, I am set 
free from all such perplexing cares, to say nothing 
of their attendant danger. On your part, my dear 
boy, you ought to be comforted for the loss of. a Jew 
soft moments, which must hare been dogged at the 
heels by a thousand fears and vexations. I relished 
Marcos' sermon well enough, because my hopes 
were at an end, the game was lost I was not, it 
must be confessed, among the number of those stubt^ 
born lovers, who bear up against every impedimod; 
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but though I had been so, dame Melaacia would 
have made me let ^o my hold. The established 
character of that duenna would have daunted the 
adventurous spirit of a knight-errant Yet, in what* 
ever colours this phenix of the duenna tribe mig^ht 
have been painted/ I had reason to know, two of 
three days afterwards, that the physician's lady 
had unset the man-trap and spring-gun, and grven 
a stop to this watch-dog of lubricity. As I was going 
out to shave one of our neighbours, a civil old gen* 
tlewoman stopped me in the street, and asked if my 
name was Diego de la Fuenta. I said. Yes-. That 
being the case, replied she, I have a little business 
with you. Place yourself this evening at donna 
Mergehna's door ; and when you are there, give a 
signal, and you shall be let in. Vastly well ! stud 
I, what must the sigpaal be ? I can take off a cat Id 
the life: suppose I was to mew a certain number of 
times ? The very thing, replied this Iris of intrigue ; 
I will carry back your answer. Your most obedient, 
signer Diego! Heaven protect the sweet youth! 
Ah ! you are a pretty one ! By St. Agnds, I wish 1 
was but sweet fifteen, I would not go to market 
for other folks ! With this, hint, the old procuress 
waddled out of sight. 

.You may be suie this^ message put me in no smafl 
flutter. Where^ now was the morality of Marcos ? 
I 'waited for night with impatience, and, calculadng 
.the time of doctor Olbroso's going to bed, took my 
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Station at bis door. There I set up my caterwauling, 
till you might hear me ever so far off, to the eternal 
honour of the master, who instructed me in that imi- 
tative art. A moment after, Mergeliaa opened the 
door soMy with her own dear hands, and shut it 
again with me on the inside. We went into the haU, 
where our last concert had been performed. It was 
dimly lighted by a small lamp, which twinkled in 
the chimney. We sat down side by side, and began 
our tend^ parley, eaeh of us overcome by our emo- 
tions, but with this difference; that hers, were all 
inspired by pleasure, while mine were somewhat 
tainted by £ear. In vain did the divinity of my 
adorations assure me, that we had nothing to fear 
from her husband. I felt the access of an ague, 
which unmanned my vigour. Madam, said I, how 
have you eluded the vigilance of your directress ? 
After what I have heard of dame Melancia, I could 
not have conceived it possible for you to contrive 
the means of sending me any intelligence, nuich less 
of seeing me in private. Donna Mergeliaa smiled 
at this remark, and answered: You will no longer 
be surprised at our £eing together to-night, when I 
tell you what has passed between my duenna and. 
me. As soon as she came to her place, my husband 
paid her a thousand compliments, and sai^ to me : 
Mergelina^ I consign you to the guidance of this 
.wary lady, hentelf an abstract of all the virtues : in 
ihis glass you may look without a bliish, and array 
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yourself in habits of wisdom. This extraordinary 
personage has for these twelve years been a light to 
the ways of an apothecary's wife of my acquaintance; 
but how has she been a light to them ? . . . . why as 
ways never were enlightened before : she^ turned a 
very slip]^ry piece of mortal flesh into a downiight 
nun. 

. This panegyric, not belied by the austere mien of 
dame Melancia> cost me a flood of tears, and reduced 
me to despair. I fancied the din of eternal lectures 
from morning till night, and daily rebukes too harsh 
to be endured. In short, I laid my account in a life 
of wretchedness, beyond the patience of a woman. 
Keeping no measures in the expectation of such cruel 
sufferings, I said bluntly to the duenna, the moment 
I was alone with her : You mean, no doubt, to exer- 
cise your tyranny most wantonly on my poor person ; 
but I cannot bear much severity, I warn you before- 
hand. I give you moreover fair notice, that I shalL 
be as savage as you can be. My heart cherishes a 
passion, which not all your remonstrances shall tear 
from it : so you may act accordingly. Watch me as^ 
closely as yoif please ; it is hard if I cannot outwit 
such an old thing as you. At these taunting words^ 
I .thought this saracen in petticoats was- going to 
give me a specimen of her discipline^ But so fu 
from it, she smoothed her brow, relaxed her suriy 
features, and primming up her moiith into a smile,, 
promulgated this cotnfortable doctrine : Your 
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cbanns me, and your frankness calls for a retnm. 
We must have been made for one another. Ah! 
lovely Mergelina, little do you fathom my character, 
to be deceived by the fine compliments of your 
husband the doctor, or by my Tartar contour! There 
never was a creature more fortified against moral 
prejudices! My inducement for getting into the 
service of jealous husbands is to lend myself to the 
enjoyments of their pretty wives. Long have I trod- 
deti the stage of life in masquerade ; and I may call 
myself doubly happy, in the spiritual rewards of 
virtue, and the temporal indulgences of the opposite 
8id«. Between oureelres, mine is the system of all 
mankind in the long run. Real virtue is a very 
expensive article : plated goods look just as well, 
and are within the reach of all purchasers. 
• Put yourself under my direction. We will make 
doictor Oloroso pay the piper to our dancing, or I am 
no duenna. By my troth, he shall go the way of 
signer Apuntador and all mankind. There is no 
reason why the forehead of a physician should be 
smoother than the brow of an apothecary. Poor dear 
Apuntador! What fun have we had with him, his 
wife and I ! A charming woman, that wife of his 1 
A dear little creature, open to all mankind, and 
prejudiced by none ! Well! she is at peace, and has 
Aot left her fellow behind her! Take my word^ 
short as her time was, she made the most of it Let 
me see how miuty rampant chaps have been brought 
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to their bearings in that house, without the dear 
deluded husband being waked out of his evening's 
nap ! Now, madam, you may see me in my troe 
light; and assure yourself, whatever might be the 
abilitiea of your old usher, you will not fare the 
worse for going further. If he was a benefit ta you, 
I shall be a blessing. 

You may judge for yourself, Diego, continued 
Mergelina, how well I took it of the duenna, that 
she laid herself open so frankly. I had taken her 
virtue to be of the impenetrable cast. Look yoa 
jdow, how much women are liable to be scandalised. 
But her character of plain dealing won my heart at 
once. I threw my arms about her neck in a rapture, 
which bespoke my warm and tender feelings at the 
thoughts of such a mother abbess. I gave her carte 
blanche of all my private thoughts, and. put in. for a 
speedy t^te-a-t^te with your own dear self. She met 
me on my own ground. Thia very« morning she 
engaged the old woman who spoke to you, to take 
the field i she is an old stager; a veteran in the ser- 
vice of the apothecary's wife.. But the best of the 
joke in this comedy, added she in a paroxysm of 
laughter, is that Melancia, on my assurance that my 
husband's habit is to pass the night without atisring, 
is gone to bed by his side, and drones out my use- 
less office at. this moment So nuich th^ worse, 
madam, said I then to Mergehna ; your device is 
more plausible than profitable. Youi huAband is 
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▼ery likely to wake, and diacover the fraud. He wiH 
not discoyer any thing about it, replied she with no^ 
little urgency : set your heart at rest about that^ and 
let not an empty fear poison the fountains of a plea« 
sure, which ought to drown every vulgar and earthly 
consideration in the arms of a young lady who is 
yours for ever and ever. 

The old dQctor*& help-^mate, finding that her 
assurances had little effect upon my courage, left no 
stone unturned to put me in heart again; and she 
had so many encouraging ways with her, that a very 
coward must have plucked up a little. My thoughts 
were all with Jupiter and Alcmena ; but at the very 
moment that the urchin Cupid, with his train of 
smiles and antics, was weaving a garland to compli- 
ment the crisis of our endeavoucs, we were stopped 
in our career by an importunate knocking ait the 
street-djoor^ In a moment, away flew love and all 
hisi covey, like> game at the report of a fowling-piece^ 
Mergelina popped me like an article of household 
furniture under the hall table ; blew out the lamp ; 
and, by previous agi'eement with her governess, in 
the event of so unlucky an accident, placed herself 
at the door of her husband's bedchamber. In the 
mean time, the knocking continued with reiterated 
violence, till the whole house resounded. The phy- 
aioian awoke suddenly ^ and called Melancia. The 
duenna flung herself out of bed, though the doctor, 
taking her for his wife, begged of her not to disturb 
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herself. She ran to her mistress, who, catching hold 
of her in the dark, began calling Melancia ! and told 
her to go and see who was at the door. Madam, 
answered the directress, here I am at yoar service; 
go to bed again if you please ; you shall soon know 
who it is. During this parley Mergelina having 
undressed, got into bed to the doctor, who had not 
the least suspicion of the farce that was playing. 
To be sure the stage was darkened, and the actresses 
had very little occasion for a prompter; one of them 
was familiar with the boards, and the other wanted 
only a rehearsal or two to be perfect in her part. 
' The duenna, in her night-gown, made her appear^* 
ance soon after, with a candle in her hand : Grood 
doctor, said she to her master, have the goodness to 
get up. Our neighbour Fernandez de Buendia, the 
bookseller, is in an apoplectic fit : you are sent for ; 
time presses. The physician got on his clothes as 
fast as he could, and went out. His «wife, in her 
bed-gown, came into the hall with the duenna. They 
dragged me from under the table more dead than 
alive. You have nothing to fear, Diego, said Mer- 
gelina ; put yourself in proper order. At the same 
time she told me how things were in two words. She 
had half a mind to renew our amorous intercourse; 
but the directress knew better. Madam, said she, 
your husband may possibly be too late to help the 
bookseller to the other world, and then he will return 
immechately. Besides, added she, observing me 
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benumbed with fright, it would be ail lost labour 
upon this poor youth ! He is not in a condition to 
answer your demands. You had better send him 
home, and defer the debate till to-morrow evening. 
Donna Mergelina was sorry for the delay, as well 
knowing that a bird in the hand is worth two in 
the bush ; and I flatter myself, she was disappointed 
at not putting a cuckold's nightcap on the doctor's 
head. 

As for me, less grieved at having di*awn a blank 
in the lottery of love, than rejoiced at getting my 
neck out of an halter, I returned to my master's, 
where I passed the remainder of the night in moral- 
izing on the scene I had left. For some time, I was 
in doubt whether to keep my appointment on the 
following evening. I thought it was a foolish busi«- 
ness from first to last; but the devil, who is always 
lurking for his prey, or rather taking possession of 
us as his lawful property, whispered in my ear that 
I should be a great fool, to pack up my alls when, 
thci prize was falling into my hands. Mergelina too 
with opening and unfathomable charms ! The ex^ 
quisite pleasures that awaited me ! I determined to 
stick to my text; and promisingmyself a larger share 
of self-possession, took my station the next evenings 
at the doctor's door, between eleven and twelve, in 
a. n\ost spirit-stirring humour. The heavens were 
* completely darkened ; not a star to prate of my 
where-about. I mewed twice or thrice to give warn* 
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ing of my being in the street ; and, w no one 
answered my si^al, I was not satisfied with going 
over the old ground, but ran up and down the cat's 
g^mut from bass to treble and from treble to bass, 
just as I used to solrf^ with a shepherd of Olmedo. 
I tuned my fundamental bass so musically, that a 
n^ghbour on his return home, taking me for one of 
those animals, whose mewings I counterfeited, picked 
up an unlucky flint lying at his feet, and threw it at 
me with all his force, saying: The devil, fetch that 
tom-cat !. I received the blow on my head,, and was 
so stuttned for the moment, that I was very near 
falling backwards. I found the skin was broken. 
This was enough in all conscience to give me a sur- 
feit of gallantry ; so that, my passion oozing out with 
my blood, I made the best of my way homewards, 
where I rendered night hideous by my howling, and 
knocked all the family up. My master probed my 
wound, and played the true surgeon on it : he pro- 
nounced the consequences to be uncertain. He did 
all he could to make them certain ; but flesh will 
heal in spite of the faculty 1 9jad there was not a scar 
remaining in three weeks. During all this time, I 
heard not a word from Mergelina. The probability 
ift that dame Melancia, to wean her impure thoughts 
from me, engaged her in some better sport. How- 
ever, I did not concern myself about the matter : but 
left Madrid to continue my tour of Spain, as soon as 
I found myself perfectly recovered. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

TTie meeting of Gil Bias and his companion vntk •a 
many soaking crusts of bread at a spring^ and the 
particulars of their conversation. 

SiGNOR Diego de la Fuenta related some other 
adventures which had since happened to him ; but 
they were so little worthy of preservation, that I 
AM pass them by in silence. Yet there was no 
getting rid of the recital, which was techous enough: 
it lasted as far as Ponte ^e Duero. We halted in 
that town the remainder of the day. Our commons 
at the inn consisted of a vegetable soup, and a roast 
hare, ^hose genus and species'we took espeoialjpains 
to verify. M daybreak on the following morning 
we resumed 'Our journey, after having ^replenished 
our flask with -some very tolerable wine, and our 
wallet with some pieces of bread, and half the hai« 
we had left at supper. 

When we had gone about two leagues, we waxed 
hungry ; and, espying at about two hundred yards 
from the high road some spreading ixees, whic)i 
threw an agreeable shade over the plain, we made 
up to ihe spot, and rested oa our arms. There we 
met with a man from seven to eight and twenty, 
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was dipping crusts of bread into a spring. He had 
a long sword lying by him on the grass, with a sol- 
dier*s knapsack, of which he had eased his shoulders. 
We thought his air and person better than his attire. 
We accosted him with civility ; and he returned our 
lalutation. He then offered us his crusts, and asked 
with a smile^ if we would tal|p potluck with him. We 
answered in the affirmative, provided he had no ob- 
jection to our clubbing our own breakfast, by way of 
making the meal more substantial. He agreed to it 
with the utmost readiness, land we immediately pro- 
duced pur provisions ; which were not unacceptable 
to the stranger. What is all this, gentlemen^ 
exclaimed he in a transport of joy, here is ammuni- 
tion for an army I By your forecast, you must be 
commissaries or quartermasters. I do not travel 
with so much contrivance, for my part; but depend 
a good deal on tlie chances of the road. At the 
same time, though appearances may be against m^ 
I can say, without vanity, that I sometimes make a 
very l>rilliant figure in the world; Would you belieTC 
tiiat princely honours are ccunmonly bestowed on 
me, and that I. have guards in attendance? I ccmh* 
prehend you, said Diego ; you mean to tell us, you 
are a player. • You guess right, replied the other ; I 
have' been an actor for these fifteen years at least. 
From my very infancy, I was sent on the boards in 
childi%n's parts. . To deal freely, rejoiQed the barber, 
sluikiiig his. head, I do not believe a word of it. I 
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know the players ; those gentry do not travel on foot, 
like you, nor do they mess with St. Anthony. I 
doubt whether you are any thing better than a can* 
dle-snuffer. You may, quoth the son of Thespis^ 
think of me as you please ; but my parts, for all that, 
are in the first line : I play the lovers. If that be the 
case, said my companion, I wish you niuch joy, and 
am delighted that-signor Gil Bias and myself hare the 
honour of breakfasting with so eminent a tiihuacter. 
We then began to pick up our crumbs, and to 
gnaw the precious relics of the hare, bestowing such 
hearty smacks upon the bottle, as to empty it very 
shortly. We were all three so deeply engaged in 
the great affair of eating, that we said very little till 
we had finished, when we resumed our conversation. 
I wonder, said the barber to the player, that yo« 
should be so much out at elbows. For a theatrical 
hero, you have but a needy exterior ! I beg pardon 
if I speak rather freely. Rather freely ! exclaimed 
the actor; ah ! by my troth, you are not yet acquainted 
with Melchior Zapata. Heaven be praised, '■ I have 
no mind to see things in a wrong light. Yoi^ do me 
a pleasure by speaking so confidentially : for I love 
to unbosom myself without reserve. I honestly own 
I am not rich. Here, pursued he, shewing* us his 
doublet lined with playbills, this is the common stuff 
which serves me for linings ; and if you are curious 
tOi see my wardrobe, you shall not be disappointed. 
At the same time he took out of his knapsack a dressy 
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laeedwiih tarnisbed frippery, a shabby head-dress 
for an hero, with an okL plume of feathers; silk 
stockings full (^ holes, and red morocco shoes a 
great deal the worse for wear. You see, said he 
agidn, that I am very little better than a beggar. 
That is astonishing, replied Diego : then you have 
neither wife nor daughter ? I have a very handsome 
young wife, rejoined Zapata, and yet I might just as 
well be without her. Look with awe on the lowering 
aspect of my horoscope. I married a personable 
actress, at the hope that she would not let me die of 
hunger ; and, to my cost, ^he is cursed with incor- 
ruptible chastity. Who the devil would not have 
been taken in as well as myself? There was but 
one virtuous princess in a whole strolling company, 
and she, plague take her! fell into my hands. It 
was throwing with bad luck most undoubtedly, said 
the barber* But then, why did -not you look out for 
an actress in the regular theatre at Madrid ? You 
would have been sure of your 'mark. You are per- 
fectly in the right, replied the stroller ; but the mis- 
chief is, we underlings dare not raise our thoughts to 
those illustrious heroines. It is as much as an actor 
of the prince's company can venture on; nay some 
of them are obliged to match with citizens' daughters. 
Happily for our fraternity, citizens' dau^ters now- 
ardays contract theatrical notions; and you may 
often' meet with characters among them, to the'fidl 
as eccentric as any bona roba of the gr^n-rooni. 
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Well ! but have you hever thought, said my fellow- 
traveller^ of getting an engagement in that company ? 
Is it necessary to be a Roscius for that purpose ? 
That is very well of you ! replied Melchior, you are 
a wag, with your Roscius ! There are twenty jper- 
fohners. Ask the town what it thinks of them, and 
you will hear a pretty character of their acting. 
More than half of them deserve to carry a porter's 
knot. Yet for all that, it is no easy matter to get 
upon the boards. Bribery or interest must make up 
for the defect of talent. I ought to know what I say, 
since my debut at Madrid, where I was hissed and 
cat-called as if the devil had got among the ^imal- 
kins, though I ought to have been received with 
thunders of applause ; for I whined, ranted, and 
offered all sorts of violence to nature*s modesty : 
nay, I went so far as to clench my fist at the heroine 
t>f the piece r in a word, I adopted the conceptions 
of all the great performers ; and yet tiiat saune audi- 
eUce condemned by bell, book, and candle in me, 
what was thought to be the first style of -playing 
in thi&m. Such is the force of prejudice I So that, 
being no favourite with' the pi<^ and not halving 
wherewithal to insinuate myself into the good graces 
of the manager, I am on my return to Zamora. 
There we shall all huddle together again, my wife 
and my fellow-comedians, who are making but littl^ 
of the business. I wish we may not be obliged to 
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beg our nof out of town ; it ctAMtaropke <ft too 'fire- 
qWBiiC oeeukTdAoe ! 

At these ironis, u^^iose ther 9tag^-9truck bero, 

nkojig acronnhBik- iMM^koftpaa^k %Ad bis ftworct, ^ai 

made hi»'exk uritk due- tteoi^ •yiQttp: faieivel]) 

gentlemiln ; lofa^ aH ^ §9ifi^ slower aU tbeb 

bounties on y^rhimisr} A«d you^anowtfred Di^go 

with coFPeaponding -emphasis, 'mi^ you find jomt 

wife at Zamora^ softened down in her relentloM 

virtue, and in oom&nrtaUe'ke^ing. Na^ooner .bad 

eignor 2kpala turned 'upon his. beel, than he begaa 

gestiotihkting" and spouting «is he went along. The 

barber and myself immediatji^ly began hiseip^^, to te^ 

mind him of his first appessrs^ii^jat JVfadrii^ Xhe 

goose gvatied hevshiup^nhis tjpnpiMHHni;^ ha took H 

for a repetition ofsignala fiioAi his old^ioi^si 3«t 

l(M9king behind; himyamib seeing that we weFediveito 

iHfg ourselves at lBS>eaipeiifee^ fer-from taking ofien^ 

stdiis merry conoeftof o«ti% he. joined wid^ J^^ 

Jmmour in the joke^. and' went bis w^/ Iwg^ung as 

tard ^s he- ccRild. Qn^ our part». we vetv^raed^ibs 

oompKmentiarUnd. After tbil^ r^e' got ag^^a-intQ 

Afehigh r0ad>:aiid)puiMJted «iir jditrney. 
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GHAPTER EX. 

TMnuetmg ofDiecfowkk Msfoxmfy ; ikeir cir4mm^ 
sUfnces in l^e ; great refokingson the acctman ; tti/^ 
parting scena between him cand €Hl Bias, 

Wb stopped fc9 tbe mght at a littk yillafe betwiom 
y^^ifedos and Valpu^etHa; I haye fyxgoUfin the nanmc- 
aad tbe next laorBing about eleven, we reached tlit' 
idMB erf* Olmedo. Sigaor. Gi^ Bias, said my Gcte- 
paaiQiiy hehold my native place# So natural nse^ 
thM^looal, attachments, Iha^ I c^gk hsurdly «ox^li 
myself at the sight of it. Signpr Diego, answei^l, 
am^.of so patriotic a; stoul, as you profess tp^lie, 
qugjbty metbinl^, have be^n a little iiiofe florid ini; 
1^ deseii^tions. Olmodo look^s like $i city at thit. 
dtstanqe, and yoa called it a i^9^e ; 'Uk qj^HeiH \»\ 
any thing less than a corporate tOwn^ I beg i^ 
tpwn^hip's, pardon, replied the bsurber^ but yoiS^ cm; 
to know that ^ter Madrid, Toledo, $a^gossa» «Mi. 
all the other latge cities I have passed through igk 
n^f tour of Spain, these .littjb ones are mere yilitij^ 
tpme-., As we got further op t^e plain^ tbere^ii^ 
pe^ed to b0 a.gri&at conoouri^ of p^iople ftb(MI$( 
Olm^do : so ^f, whein.we were near eQough %o ^r- 
tiftgttish objects, WQ were i^ W WjE^t of. fep4:||IPl 
speculation. 

l2 
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There were three tents pitched at some distance 
from each other ; and hard by, a bevy of cooks and 
scullions preparing an ^dtertainment. Here a party 
was laying covers on long tables set out imder the 
tents ; there a detadmient was crowning the pitchers 
of Tellus with the gifts of Bacchus. The right wing 
was making the pots boil ; the left was turning the 
spits, and basting the meat But what caught vy 
attention more than all the rest, was a temporary 
stage of respectable dimensions. It was furnished 
with pasteboard scenes, painted in a tawdry style, 
£md the proscenium was decorated with Greek aad 
Latin mottos. No sooner did the barber spy out 
these inscriptions, than he said to me : All thiese 
Greek words smell strongly of my uncle Thomas's 
lamp. I would lay a wager, he has a hand in then) ; 
for between ourselves, he is a man of parts a^ 
learning. He knows all the classics by heart, if 
he would keep them to linnself, it would be very 
well; but he is always quoting in company, and that 
peoj^e do not like. But then, to be sure^ he has a 
right ; because this unde of mine has translated ever 
so many of the Latin poets and hard Greek authors 
with his own hand and pen. He has got sdl anti- 
quity at his fingers* ends, as you may know by his 
ingeiiious and profound criticisms. If it had not 
been for him, we might never have learned that the 
A^enic^ schoolboys cried when they were flogged: 
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VTB owe that fact in the history of education to his 
fundamental knowledge of the subject. 

After my feUow-traveller and myself had looked 
about us, we had a mind to enquire what these pre- 
parations were for. Going about on the hunl^ 
Diego recognized, in the manager, signer Thomas 
de la Fiienta, to whom we made up with great 
eagerness. The schoolmaster did not recollect the 
young barber at iirst, such a difference had ten 
years made. But when conyinced of his being his 
own flesh and blood, he gave him a cordial embrace, 
and said with much appearance of kindness : Ah ! 
here you are Diego, my dear nephew, here you are, 
restored after your wanderings to your native land. 
You come to revisit your household gods, your 
Penates, and heaven delivers you back safe and 
aound'into the bosom of your family. Oh happy 
day, hapipjt. in all the proportions of arithmetic ! A 
day worthy to be marked with a white stone, and 
inserted among the Fasti I We have annals in abun- 
dance for you, my friend : your uncle Pedro the 
poetaster has fallen a sacrifice at the shrine of Pluto; 
to speak to the comprehension of the vulgar, he has 
been dead these three months. That miser, in his 
lifetime, w9A afraid of wanting necessaries i.Argenti 
palMat amore. Though the great were heaping 
wealth upon his head, his annual expenditure did.not 
amount to ten pistoles. He had but one . miserable 
attendant, and him he starved. This crazy fellow, 
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wore wrong^beaSed tbttn tiie Oreciin AntHiffim, 
who ordered liis slaves to leave aH tiieir coatly hag- 
gage in the heart of Lyfaiay as an inoambraaice on 
their march, heaped ap all die gold uid stiver he 
csoald scrape together. And to what end ? for those 
very heirs whom he refused to acknowledge. Ue 
died wor#i thirty thousand ducats, shared between 
your father, your unde Bertrand, and m3rself. We 
obaMbe able to do very well for our children. My 
lirother Nicholas has abeady married off your sisler 
Theresa to the son of a magistrate in this place: 
Cminubiojunxit stobiU fropriamqHB dicavii. Time 
very hymeneals, greeted auspiciously by all ^ 
nttptisl powers, have -we been celebrating for tiiese 
two days, with all this pomp and luxury. These 
tents in the plain are of our pitching. Pedro's tlnee 
famis have each a boolh of his own, and we defray 
the expenses of tiie day alternately. I wish you hod 
oome socmer ; you might hajt^e seen the whole pni- 
gHss of our #BStivities. The day before yesterday, 
die wedding-day, your fedier gave his treat, it Was 
a superb entertainment, succeeded by nmahig at 
Ihe ring. Yonr uncle the mercer regaled us yestet- 
^y with a f&te champtoe, and paid die piper h«ad* 
somely. Tliere were iteti of the best grown boys, and 
tsn young girls, dressed out in pastoral weeds; oil 
the fiiippeiy in his shop was brorught 4nit to piMfc 
ihsm up. This assemblage of Ganymedee and 
Hoaris ran thlrough aU the mazse of the donoe^ and 
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^vttiUed IbiA « tiiouBand teniiac and ApiiitHiliNDmg^ 
layft. And yet, though aotfiing VM ^^er «M>oe fe^ 
ttel, the etf^ct 'waoft »ot thought striking; buit ^fj^ 
iBM»% h^ «miig to the bad taole of the ipect^torji; 
Dhe €(kxip^6ity of paatoid; k Jost upoa the piseseui 



1*0 4^) ^ewlieefe caegDeaani bj jour fauiwMs 
servant, afi4 I mean to ]N«ient die bmrgeases of 
^Mmedo i^^ ^ pageant of »y own inrentiofi : Fim 
t^MTM^^ apu^ I hdm got a stage elected* oa 
>rtM^,' Oed wdliBg, skaU be r^eBented by my 
"BtkkiAsLn 9b pieee of my o^n ooH^oaing;^ entitled and 
called : The Amusements o/Mutey Bugehtuf^ Umg qf 
Mffn^obo. it ^1 be played to^ per&etion; for my 
pHpds deckdm like the (dayeai «f Madrid. Tbt^j 
mpt hi^ of femily at Peoniel and fiegOTia ; boanJen 
with me* They knew htow to toueh the pasttiOttal 
7^ be enre 'Ch^ have fehcamed umder my tukion: 
IJkett-GtkTpkaM w'Al seeQ> JH^if atnick mike mint of 
ikeir master, mt ita duixm. WiOi ocspept to the 
fieoe, IflhaliMftteay a word iJ^mtit; yonii^att be 
taiten by suipiifie. i ahali, singly ntate. that.it 
must ]Aeduee a deep knpfeaii«|i oqi the nudieDfi& 
Itift^ene of l^oae tvagte* su^yjeot^ which Jianrow np 
the 9mB^ by images of dfathi, presented to tim 
senses in all their fearfol forms. I am of .Acate* 
de*s mmd; terrot^ i^ a prijicipal engine. .0h.J if 
I had written for the stage, I would have.intKH 
duced none but bloody tyrants, and deathMJUs? 
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pennng heroes. Not alL the perfmnes of Arahia 
should have sweetened this blood-polluted.haixd : J 
would have been up to my elbows in gore. There 
would have been tragedy with a vengeance : princi- 
pal characters ! ay> guards and attendants sho«dd 
all have been sprawling together. I would have 
butchered every man of them, and the prompter into 
the bargain. In a word, I refine upon .Aristotl^ 
and border on the horrible ; that is my taste. These 
plays to tear a cat in are the only things for popur 
larity ; the actors live merrily on their own dying 
speeches, and the authors roll in luxury on the de- 
vastation of mankind. 

Just as this harangue was over, we saw a great 
crowd of both sexes coming out of town into the 
plain. Who should it be, but the. new-manied 
couple, attended by their families and friends, with 
ten or twelve musicians in the van, producing a most 
obstreperous din of harmony. We went up to tfa^n, 
and Diego introduced himself. Peals of congratur 
lation were immiediately rung through the assembly, 
and every one was eager to shake him by the hand. 
He had enough upon his shoulders, to receive all 
their fraternal embraces. Relations and strangers, 
all were for having a pull at him. At length hi^ 
father said: You are welcome, Diego. You find 
your kinsmen living upon the fat of the land, my 
friend. . . I shall say no more at present ; a nod is as 
good as a wink. Mean while the company went 
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forward Upon the plain, took their stations under the 
tents, and sat down to table. I kept close to .my 
companion^ and we both dined with the happy cou- 
ple/ who appeared to be suitably matched. The 
meal was not soon over ; for the schoolmaster had 
the vanity to give three courses, for the purpose of 
cutting out his brothers, who had not been so mag- 
nificent in their hospitalities. 

After the banquet,, all the guests expressed^ their 
longing to see signor Thomas's play, . not doubting 
bttt the performance of so extraordinary a geniws 
would deserve all their ears. We came in front of 
the stage ; the musicians had taken possession of the 
orchestra, for the overture and act-tunes. While 
every one was waiting, in profound silence, for the 
rising of the curtain, the actors appeared on the 
boards ; and the author, with the piece in his hand, 
sat down at the wing, in the prompter's place.- Well 
might he call it a tragedy ; for in the first act> the 
king of Morocco, hf way of diversion, shot an hun^ 
dred Moorish slaves with arrows : in the second,, he 
beheaded' thirty Portuguese officers, taken prisoners 
by one of his captains: and in the third and last, 
this monarch, surfeited with long-indulged libertin* 
ism, set fire vrith his own hands to the seraglio where 
his wives were confmed, and reduced it to ashes wi^ 
its inhabitants. The Moorish slaves, as well as .the 
Portuguese officers, were. puppets on a very curious 
construction ; and the palace, built of pasteboard^ 

l5 
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look«d verf antarally in fbmm by means of aa astf- 
-fioial flnwork. This confltgnttion, aoeompwiiad by 
a dioasand pierdag enea, isaunig from tlie nuat, 
eoDcludad tlM piaee, and tbe auitain dn^ped npop 
tiuB aaiaUa entertainment Tbe wbole plain la- 
•onuded 'wifjb tbe applaaae af tbts fine tragedy; 
vbich «poke for tbe good taste of the poet» and 
proved that he knew wfaese to look out for a eisdyject. 
i did not rappose there was anj dung more to be 
awn, after The Ammemefiis of Muky Bu^^m U ^ f ; 
ikmi I was mistaken. Kettlerdnuna and tnunpeli 
announced a new exfattntiont the distrifaatfon of 
prtzes ; for Thomas de la Faeaia» to give a^dtfonal 
aolemnity to his dynpica, had maiie aU his bn^s^as 
well day-scbc^ara as boaidecs^ write eiercises ; and 
mat dus occasion be was to gare to thoae who had 
aaaceeded best, books bou^t at SegOTia out iof bis 
aavcn pocket. All at once .we^e brought ji^Mm the 
atage two long forms outof Ae school, witb atpress, 
4Utt of old worm-'eaten books i|» fine neir biaidi«gs« 
ikt Ais signal all die aetors xetumed upon the stage, 
and >took -Iheir places eound signof' ThioBOM, iHio 
iookedasbigastbeheadjof aooUege* Helvidja^heet 
^^paper in his hand, witbibe names^f die /umoesdid 
candidates. Ibis he gajre to ^be king xtf M^oefifk, 
<#fao began calling over ^e list wilb an anthorjla- 
^sae *voioe. £acb scholar, an&wering to Ua namiu 
assnt bu^ildy ttotreceive n bookifcom the handf iof die 
JtaHn-^kar; after 4his be waa crom^ withlanrel^ 
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mad seated on one of the two benches to be exposed 
to the gaze of the admiring company. Yet, desirous 
as the schoohnaster might be to send the spectators 
away in good humour, he brought his eggs to a bad 
market : for, having distributed almost all the prizes 
to the boarders, according to the usual etiquette of 
peds^gues, that those who pay most must neces- 
sarily be the cleverest fellows, the mammas of certain 
day-scholars caught fire at this instance of partiality, 
and fell foul of the disciplinarian thereupon: so that 
the festival, hitherto so much to the glory of the 
donor, seemed likely to have ended to the same tune 
as the carousal of the Lapithee. 
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BOOK THE THIRD, 



CHAPTER THE FIKST. 

arrivcU of Oil Bias at Madrid, His first place 

there^ 
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MADE some stay with the young barber. At 

departure, I met with a traveller of Segovia' 

ing through Olmedo. He was returning with 

mules from a trading expedition to Valladolid;' 

took me by way of back carriage. We ^t 

ted on the road ; and he took such a fancy to 

nothing would serve him but I must be his 

at Segovia. He gave me free quarters for two 

and when he found me determined to leave 

Madrid under convoy of a muleteer» he 

me with a letter, begging me to deliver it 

son accordmg to the superscription, without 

that it was a letter of recommendation. I 

ctual in calling on signer Matheo Melendez. 

wooUen-draper, living at the gate of the 

he comer of Trunkmaker-street. No 

he broken the cover, and read the con- 



I 
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tentSy tlian he said wkh an air of complacency: 
Signer Gil Bias, my correspondent, Pedro Palacio, 
has written to me so pressingly in your favour, that 
I cannot do otherwise than offer you a bed at my 
house; moreover, he desires me to find you a good 
situation; and I undertake the commission with 
pleasure. I have no doubt of suiting you to an hair. 
I embraced the ofier of Melendez the more grate- 
fully, because my funds were getting much below 
pare but I was not long a bufdea 00 H^ hospitaUlJ. 
At the week's end, he told ne that he had mention^ 
my name to a gentleman of his acquaintance, who 
wanted a valet de chambre, apd, acBordiag.to pre- 
•eat appearaaees, the place would not hiB l^«g 
vaeaul;. In Ikct, this gentleman happ«ited ^ midip 
hks i^»pearanee in the very nick: Sir^ aaidM0lQiidc% 
p^hkig me iSorward, you see before yxm th^ f QUf 
fluaii as by fenner advice. He is a pupil of. hia^^iut 
attd integrity. I can answer fev h|m a& if Im was 
•ne of my 0W9 family. Tke gentkn^ looked^ 
me with attention, said that my f^et was in wtf 
iWvouF, and hired pie at once. He has^ netha^g 
todebttttoMlowma, added he; Iwill piithsmiiil^ 
Ike Mutine of his en^ployment. At these woDii^ h* 
wished Uie tradesman good monung, attd.tf|ak m 
iato tlie high street, directly ^er against St. P^iUpSs 
ehuR^. We went into a vefy hasdsome hone,, iof 
wUch he oeeupied one wing ; then, going u|^ fiya or 
ifac atepe, he took me into a loov^. secaxed foy ateof 



4i0iiUe doors; with an iron grale between. From 
this room w^ m»i4 iat» wuKber, jfiik # lipi »]|4. 
istber inntitiire^ catber i»e«i tbm g»u4y* 

if my new master hud ev^BMoed me dosely, ) bad 
•tt my wita aboitf me :a8 well as bcu H^ waa n niap 
on the wrong side of fifty, wi$k a saturuioe and 
aerioua fiir. His tem^r seemed to b§ e?en^ imd I 
^MHigbt B9 harm of bim> il^ fiiked me ^aveia) 
4}ae8tioas i^out oxy fsosity ; aad lil^ag my ^swfrf : 
^ii Blas» aaid Jbe, I |»ke you ft» he ft ^^y s^mu^lf 
IM ; «ad am weU pteaa^ io bape y^»a ii^ my 9^ry}ge. 
JOa your paat, ynu ^haU have 110 ri^aspn p^ Cf^^pMl. 
f «il} give yau mx. risds a day hPCtfd 9ages» l^ifte^ 
vaBs. Then, J Dsqmina np gre^ atteiMl^^ce; for I 
Iteep.na itaUe, ]»uit always dine .^t^. Yoii wi){ p^ 
JbuMre to hvuA my ^ci9lb^> afMJi be ypfir i^^a i^aft^ 
fur the Deal ^ ^e ^, (My t^ foa^e t^ be #> 
iiome eaily liia Ao e^wwi^ md tia l^ in waittfig an 
4ke door ; ibalt is j^iir chief ]^jf Mf^ iHft hctfmr 
k» t^k §» ffds tOvl<pf Ms >pwra^ 9#4 gave Ijl^^fl^ ^ 

JM AS fiaiweslt. Wia then we»t out; Jb^ )lpek^ tb^ 
dbMs^aCUrMmi aad talMPg^QwrpAf Aek^]f#^: Hff 
<nfd ,aaid be, ^u a^ed 9/91 go witbM^* Soti^ ^ 
dsyicaa of your otww iieart; hu^m i^y :^§twni ^ 
Meoittg, 1^ m^ find ^u «^ tfe^ «lfl#*Q*»e- Wi* 
ibiiii^^mHiQA Jmb i^ft m^, ao d^fF^^ ^ m9^ ^ 
jMw u ip d bpat m my <Hr» ^yie» 

In gQ9diS<^> f^ j^telb 9f]4 } i^ A »$d^^ 
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employer, to give you six rials a day, for wiping off 
the dust from his clothes, and putting his room to 
rights in the morning, with' the liberty of walking 
about and taking your pleasure like a schoolboy in 
the holida^^s! By my troth! it is a^ place of tea 
thousand. No wonder I was in a hurry to get to' 
Madrid ; it was, doubtless, some mysterious boding 
of good fortune prepared for me. I spent the day 
in the streets, diverting myself with gaping at novel- 
ties ; a busy Occupation. In the evening, after sup- 
ping at an ordinary not far from our house, I squatted 
myself down in the corner pointed out by my master. 
He came three quarters of an hour after me, and 
seemed pleased with my punctuality. Very weO, 
said h^, this is right, I hke attentive servants. At 
these words, he opened the doors^ of his apartment, 
and closed them upon us again as soon as we had 
got in. As we had no candle, he took his tind^- 
box, and struck a Hght. I then helped him to 
undress. When he was in bed, T lighted, by his' 
order, a lamp in his chimney, and carried the wax- 
light into the antiohamber, where I lay in a pressbed 
without curtains. He got up the next day, between 
nine and ten o'clock : I brushed his clothes* He 
paid me my six rials, and sent me packing till the* 
evening. My mysterious master went out himseif 
too, not without great caution in fastening the doorsT 
and we parted for the remainder of the day. 

Sudi was our course of life; very agreeable to me;- 
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The best of the joke was^ that I did not know my 
master's name. Melendez did not know it himself. 
The gentleman came to his shop now and then, and 
bought a piece ^f cloth. My. neighbours were as 
much at a loss as myself ; they all assured me that 
my master was a perfect stranger>. though he had 
lived two years in the ward. He vuuted no soul in 
the neighbourhood ; and some of them a little given 
to scandal, concluded him to be no better than he 
should be. Suspicions, got to be more rife : he was 
suspected of being a spy of Portugal, and it was 
thought hut fair play to give, me a hint for my own 
good. This intin^ation troubled me.. Thought I to 
myself, should this turn out to be a fact, I stand a 
chance for seeing the inside of a prison at Madrid. 
My innocence will be no security : my past ill usage 
makes me look on justice with antipathy. Twice 
have I experienced that if the innocent are not conr 
demned in alump with the guilty, at least the. rights 
of hospitality are too little regarded in their persons, 
to make it pleasant to pass a summer in the purlieus 
of the law. 

I consulted Melendez in so delicate a conjuncture. 
He was *at a loss how to advise me. Though he 
could not bring himself to believe that my master 
was a spy, he had no reason to be confident on the 
other side of the question. I determined to watch 
my employer, and to leave him if he turned out to 
be an enemy of the state ; but then prudence and 
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perscnui nniMt w^sired ne to be cestam of Ay 
hdL I liogMi IkiBpfbie to jptj into hk eartiatis.; wmd 
to spMid kMi^ 8Wy mid I CM evening vhile i^ w 
nndretBiBf , i dp i»t know liow one ougkt to lire » 
.«• to lie icoow from Miectioas* The wodd is vny 
■ettnifovs I We, emong others, have neigiiboiire not 
wortli ft cme. Sad do^t You have d» motioa 
h0v thef talk of «s. Do they mdeed. Oil Bias? 
iiuodbi he. Be it eo ! tat Vfhm GUt tliekf eay of 
im, mjtmtkd^ Ahl trafy, implied i, evii tottgaes 
ret want a ^et. Virttte faeraetf fiamiiiies 
tpons Ibr her owa mattyidopa. Oar weigldMnDS 
say that m% are dKnfevoas people, that "wb ougkl tD 
be looked aAer t>y goveiMneiA^ m a motd, yon fse 
taken for a epy cvf Port»gaL in thi^iring out this 
ifiat, I looked herd at my masler^^t ae Aienuider 
sqaiated at hie physician, and puiised sp^ aU avf 
penetration ti» refnaik upon the efieet of my intefifr- 
geace. There seemed to be a hitch in the ■raecks 
«f aiy ipyetorious lord, altogetfier in unison i«^ the 
easpicions of the neighbonriiood ; and he f^ into a 
brown study, which bore no very auspicious uateepre- 
tailiMi. Howevefr, hepvtabett^faeeoikdMmatter, 
md sjsid with sufiieient composure : Gil Bhua, lea^e 
our neighbours to disoeurse as they please, ba^ let 
not oar repose depend on their judgments. Never 
mind what they think of us, provided our ewvti eoa* 
sciences do not wince. 

Hereupon he went to bed, and I did die like, 
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•mliiout kuowiag what courae to take. The next 
^aPjT, just as we were on the p<»at of going out in the 
Bionong, we beanl a, vident knoddag at the outer 
door ontheetaivcase. My master opened liheinner^aiid 
looked througii ^ ^ste. A well-dresae^ meneoM 
to him : Hease your honour, I am an algnaml, come 
to inform yen that Mr. Corregidoi' wishes to epeak a 
word with you. What does he want? answered my 
fiiattern of secFeoy. ThtA is more than I kaoWy eir> 
replied the alguanl ; but you have only to go an4 
fmit on him ; you will «€Km be informed. I am hm 
west obedient, quoth my master ; I have no businese 
with him. At the tail of das speedi, he banged ithe 
tuner door; l^n, after walking up and down a iUtle 
while, like one who pondered on the dkcotnne of 
^le eiguani, he fmt my six rials into my hand, and 
4Nud : Gil Bias, you may go out, my friend ; for my 
part, i s^all stay at home a little longer, butktf^v^ 
«o oooasion for you. He made an inapressieB on 
my Bund by Ihese words, that he was afraid of 'being 
eaken up, and was therefore obliged lo lemaia hi his 
apaitments. I left him there; and, to eee how &r 
my wiepiciotts wftre founded, hid mys^ in a pkee 
t^Dce i ooiiSd see if he went out. i liiould have 
^ad patience to hanre staid there all the morning, if 
he had not eaved me the trouble. But an hour all^, 
% ittw him waUc the etreet with an ease and eoai- 
•denoe, which duaab-ibunded my sagacity. Tet isar 
IffMa yielding to these appearances, I mistnieted 
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them ; for my verdict went to condemnation. I con^ 
sidered his easy carriage as put on ; and his staying 
at home aa a finesse to secure hb gold and jewels,, 
when probably he was going to consult his safety by 
speedy flight. I had no idea of seeing him again, 
and doubted whether I should attend at his door in 
the evening; so persuaded was I, that the day 
would see him on the outside of the city, as his only 
refuge from impending danger. Yet I kept my ap- 
pointment ; when to my extreme surprise, my mieuster 
returned as usual. He went to bed without betraying 
the least uneasiness, and got up the next monung 
with the same composure. 

Just as he had finished dressing, another knock 
at the door ! My master looked through the grate. 
His friend the alguiazil was. there again, and he asked 
him what he wanted. Open the door, answered the 
algudzil ; here is Mr. Corregidor. At this, dreadful 
name, iny blood froze in my veins. I had a devilish 
loathing of those gentry, since I had passed through 
their hands, and could have wished myself at that 
moment an hundred leagues from Madrid. As for 
my employer, less startled than myself, he opened 
the door, and rec^ved the magistrate respectfully. 
You see, said the corregidor, that I do not break in 
upon you with a whole posse: my maxim is to do 
business in a quiet way. In spite of the ugly 
reports ctfCulated about you in the city, I think you 
deserve some little attention. What is your name» 
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and business at Madrid ? Sir, answered my master, 
I am from New Castile, and my title is don Bernard 
de Oastil Blazo. With respect to my way of life, I 
lonnge about, frequent public places, and take my 
daily pleasure in a select circle of polite company. 
Of coiirse you have a handsome fortune! replied the 
judge. No, sir, interrupted my Mecenas, I have 
neither annuities, nor lands, nor houses. How do 
you live then ? rejoined the corregidor. I will shew 
you, replied don Bernard. At the same time he 
lifted up a part of the hangings, before a door I had 
not observed, opened that and. one beyond, then 
took the magistrate into a closet containing a large 
chest chuck full of gold. 

Sir, said he again, you know diat the Spanis^rds 
are proverbially indolent ; yet, whatever may be their 
general dislike to labour, I may compliment myself 
on bettering the example. I have a stock of laziness, 
which disqualifies me for all exertion. If I had a mind 
to puff my vices into virtues, I might call this sloth of 
mine a philosophical indifference, the work of a mind 
weaned from all that worldlings court with so much 
ardour ; but I will frankly own myself constitution- 
ally lazy, and so lazy, that rather than work for my 
subsistence, I would lay myself down and starve. 
Therefore, to lead a life befitting my fancy, not to 
have the trouble^ of looking after my affairs, and 
above all to do without a steward, I have converted 
all my patrimony, consisting of several considerable 
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into ready monej. hi Ab ckwt Aoe in 
Aj thooaaifcd diicaU; more ten enoagh for Ike 
remainder of ray deys^ dioold I Kve to be an hmi- 
drod ! For I do not spend a tlioneand a year, and 
am akeady more than fifty years old. I hare no 
httts terefbre for fatnrity^ since I am not addicted, 
heaven' be praised, to any one of the three tkmgB 
whidi usually ruin men. I eare litile for the plea- 
sure* of the taUe; I only play for my amusement; 
and I have given up women. There is no dbance of 
lAy being reckoned, in my old age, among those 13>i- 
dbi0us grey-beards, to wh^n jilts sdl tiMr &.voq» 
by troy weight. 

You are an happy man! said the oonegidcr. 
They aie in the wrong to suspect you of being a 
spy : that office is quite out of character for a man 
like you. Take your own course, don Bemnrd: 
continue to live as you like. Far fr<mi dtstnAing 
yoKr peltoe, I declare myself your protector: l 
^uest your friendship, and pledge my own. Ah ! 
air, exclaimed my master, thrilled with these kind 
expressions, I accept with equal joy and gratitade 
your preciouif' offer. In giving me your fiiendahip, 
you augment my wealth, and carry my happiness to 
its height. After this conversation, which the si- 
gua^l and myself heard frooL the closet doc^, the 
corregidor took his leave of don Bernard, who.coidd 
dot do enough to express his sense of the oUigailioo* 
Ob' my part, mimicking my master in doii^ Hbb 



hbnoura of the house, I overburdened the algnazil 
with civilities. I made him a thousand low bows, 
though I felt fat him in my sleeve the contempt and 
hatred which every honest maa naturally entertains 
for an alguazil. 
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DoY Benud de Cutfl Bbatt, hMomg attoided 
the ooRcpdor to Aie Hree!, ictmned in a hnny to 
fasten lib stnn^ box, aiid aU Aie doon which aecined 
it. We then vent ontbodi of US weD satisfied, he 
at baring acifured a fiiend in power, and myself, at 
finding mj six rials a day seemed to me. The 
desire of rdating this adrentore to Melendes made 
me bend my steps towards bis house; bat, near my 
joaniey*s end, whom shoold I meet but captain 
Rolando ! My smfmse was extreme, and I conld 
not help qnaking at the sight of him. He recollected 
me at once, accosted me gravely, and, still keeping 
np his tone of superiority, ordered me to follow him. 
I tremblingly obeyed, saying inwardly: Alas! he 
means, doubtless, to make me pay my debts ! Whi- 
ther will he lead me ? There may perhaps be some 
subterraneous retreat in this city. Pli^e take it ! 
If I thought so, I would soon shew him I have not 
got the gout. I walked therefore behind him, care- 
fully looking out where he might stop, with the pious 
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design of putting my best leg foremost, if there was 
any thing in the shape of a trap-door. 

Rolando soon dispersed my alarms. He went 

into a well-frequented tayem : I followed him. He 

called for the best wine, and ordered dinner. While 

it was getting ready, we went into a private room, 

where the captain addressed me as follows : You 

tnay well be astonished, Gil Bias, to renew your 

acquaintance with your old commander ; and you 

will be still more so, when you have heard my tale. 

The day I left you in the cave, and went with my 

troop to' Mansilla, for the purpose of selling the 

mules and horses we had taken the evening before, 

we met the son of the corregidor of Leon, attended 

by four men on horseback well armed, following his 

carriage. Two of his people we made to bite the 

dust, and the other two ran away« On this the 

coachman, alarmed for his master, cried out to us in 

a tone of supplication : Alas ! my dear gentlemen, in 

God*s name, do not kill the only son of his worship 

the corregidor of Leon. These words were far from 

softening my comrades ; on the contrary, their friry 

knew no bounds. Good folks, said one of them, let 

not the son of a mortal enemy to men like us escape 

our vengeance. How many ornaments o( our pro^ 

fession has his father cut off in their prime ! Let us 

repay his cruelty with interest, and sacrifice this 

victim to their offended ghosts. The whole troop 

applauded the fineness of this feeling, and my lieu"- 

VOL. I. M 
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tenant himself was preparing to act as high priest ftjt 
diis unhallowed altar, when I interdicted the rites. 
Stop, said ' I ; why shed blood without occasion ? Let 
us rest contented with the youth's purse. As he 
makes no resistance, it >rould be against the laws of 
war to cut his throat. Besides, he it not answerable 
for his father's misdeeda; nay his father ot|ly de^ 
his duty in condemimg us to death, as we 4o oun 
in rifling travellers. 

Thus did I plead for the corregidor*s sonj^. and Qiy 
intercession was not unavailing. We only too|: 
every farthing of his money, and carried off with us 
the horses of the two men whom we had . slain. 
These we sold with the rest at Maiisilla. Thenee 
we returned to the cavern, where wie arrived the. fol- 
lowing morning a little before day-break. We weie 
not a little surprised \f^ find the trap ppen^ and still 
more so, when we found Lepnarda handcuffed in the 
kitchen. She unravelled the mystery in two words. 
We wondered how you could have oyerres^^bed us : 
uo one could have thought you capable of serving us 
such a tricky and we fprgave the effect for the aicxit 
of the inventions. . As soon as we had released our 
kitcben-wendif^ i gs^ve^rders for a good luncheon. 
In the mean time we went to look after our horses in 
the stable, where the old negro„ who had bfjea left 
to himself for foiur and twenty hours^ was at the last 
gasp. We did all we could for his relief, but he was 
too far gone; in4eed sq.much reduced, th§t, in spite 
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ef 'our endeavours, we left the poor devil on the 
threshold of another world. It was very sad; but it 
jdid not spoil our appetites : and, after an abundant 
breakfast, we retired to our chambers, and slept away 
th^ whole day. On our awaking, Leonarda apprized 
us that Domingo had paid the debt of nature. We 
carried him to the charnel-house where you may 
recollect to have lodged, and there performed his ob*> 
sequies, just as if he had been one of our own order. 
Five or six days afterwards, it fell out that, one 
morning on a sally, we encountered three companies 
of the Holy Brotherhood, on the outskirts of the 
wood. They seemed waiting to attack us* We 
perceived but one troop at first. These wedes« 
pised, though superior in number to our party, 
and rushed forward to the onset But, while we 
were at loggerheads with the first, the two others in 
ambuscade came thundering down upon us ; so that 
our valour was of no use. There was no withstand* 
ing such a host of enemies. Our Ueutenant and 
two of our gang gave Up the ghost on this occasion. 
As for the two others and myself, we were uq closely 
pressed and hemmed in, as to be taken prisoners : 
and, while two detachments convoyed us to Leon, 
the third went to destroy our retreat. How it was 
dispovered, I will briefly^ tell you. A peasant of 
Luceno, crossing the forest <m his way home, by 
chance espied the trap-door of our subterraneous 
resid^M^e, which a certain young runaway had not 

m2 
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shut down after him, for it was precisely the day 
when you took yourself off with the lady. He had 
a violent suspicion of its being our abode, without 
haying the courage to go in. It was enough to mark 
the adjacent parts, by lightly peeling- with his knife 
bark from the nearest trees, and so on from distance 
to distance, till he was quite out of the wood. Hd 
then betook himself to Leon, with this grand dis-^' 
covery for the coitegidor, who was so much th^ 
better pleased, as his son had been robbed by our 
gang. This magistrate collected together three 
companies to lay hold of us, and the peasant shewed 
them the way. 

My arrival in the town of Leon ^as as good as 
that of a wild beast to the inhabitants. Even though 
I had been a Portuguese general made prisoner of 
war, the people could i^pt have been more anxious 
to see me. There he goes, was the cry, that is he, 
the famous captain, the terror of these parts. It 
would serve him right tq tear him piecemeal with 
pincers, and make his comrades join in the chorus.* 
To the corregidor, was the universal cry ; and his 
worship began insulting me. So, so! said he^ 
scoundrel as you are, the powers of justice, worn 16 
a thread with your past irregularities, hand over the 
task of punishment to me as their delegate. Sir^ 
answered I, gi-eat as my crimes may have been, at 
least the death of your only son is not to be laid at 
my door. His life was saved by me ; you owe me 



oil* BLAS. 24$ 

some acknowledgment on that score. Oh 1 wretch, 
exclaimed he^ there are no measures to be kept with 
people of your description. And though it were my 
wish to save you, my sacred office would not allow 
me to indulge my feelings. Having spoken to this 
effect, he committed us to a dungeon, where my 
companions had no time to lament their hard fate. 
They got out of confinement, at the end of three 
(lays, to expatiate with tragic energy at the place of 
execution* For my part, I took up my quarters in 
|imbo for three complete weeks. My punishment 
seemingly was deferred only to render it more tav 
^le ; and I was looking out for some refinement on 
the ordinary course of criminal justice, when the 
corregidor, having summoned me before him, said : 
Qive ear to your sentence. Your are free. Had it 
pot been for you, my only son would have been 
assassinated on the highway. As a father, my 
gnratttude was due for this service; but not being 
copipetent to acquit you in my capacity of a magis- 
trate, I have written up to court in your favour; 
have soUcited your pardon, and have obtained it. 
Qo then, whithersoever it may seem good to you. 
But take my advice ; profit by this lucky escape. 
Look to your paths, and give up the trade of a high- 
wajrman for good and all. 

I was deeply impressed by this advice, and toojk 
my.departure for Madrid, in the firm determination 
of mending my ways, and living quietly in that city. 
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There 'I found my fitther and mother 'dead^ and what 
they left behind them in the hands of an old kinsman, 
who administered duly and truly, as all trustees of 
course do. I saved three thousand ducats out of 
the fire ; scarcely a quarter of what I was entitled to* 
But where was the remedy? There was tio standing 
to the qnirks and evasions of the law. Just to be 
doing something, I have put^hased an alguazil*8 
place. My colleagues would have set th^ faces 
against my admisdion, 'fbrthe. honour- of the cloth, 
had they known my history. Luckily they did not, 
or lit least affected not to know it, which was just 
as good as the reality; for, in that illustrious body, 
it is the boundenduty and inlereftt of every member 
to wear a mask. The pot cannot call the kettle hard 
names, thantc heaven. The devil would have no 
great catch in the best of us. And yet, my friend, 
I could willingly unbosom myself to you without dis- 
guisck My present occupation is much against the 
grain ; it requires too circumspect and too mysterious 
a conduct: there is nothing to be done but by under- 
hand dealings, gravity and cunning. Oh! for my 
first trade ! The new one is safer, to be sure; but 
there is more fun in the other, and liberty is my motto. 
I feel disposed to get rid of my office, and to set out 
some sun-shiny morning tor the mountains at the 
source of the Tagus. I know of a retreat there- 
abouts, inhabited by a numerous gang, composed 
chiefly of Catalonians : when I have said that, I need 
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tnty no more« If yovi wiH go aldng irith me, we will 
swell the number of ^ose heroes. I shall be second 
in command. To make your footing respectable at 
cmce) I will swear that you hate fought ten times by 
my side. Your valour shall mount to the very skies. 
I will tell more good of you than a commander in 
chief of a favourite officer. I will not say a word 
about the run-away trick: that would render you 
suspected of turning nose; therefore mum is the 
word. What say you to it? Are you ready to set 
off? I am impatient to know your mind. 

Every one to his own fancy, said I then to Rolando ; 
you were born for bold exploits, and your friend for 
a serene and quiet life. I understand you, inter- 
rupted he; the lady whom love induced you to carry 
off still preserves her influence over your heart, and 
you doubtless lead .with her that serene life of which 
you are enamoured. Own the truth, master Gil 
Bias; she is become a thing of your own, and you 
are botli living on the pistoles carried off from the 
subterraneous retreat. I told him he was mistaken ; 
and, to set him right, related the lady's adventures 
and my own while we sat at dinner. When our 
meal was finished, he led back to the subject of the 
Catalonians, and attempted once more to engage me 
in his project But, finding me inflexible, he looked 
at me with a terrific fi'own, and said seriously: 
Since you are dastard enough to prefer your servile 
condition to the honour of enlisting in a troop of 
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braye fellows, Itum you adiift to yoar own gcoveliiig 
inclinations. But mark me well; a lapse may be 
fatal. Forget our meeting of to-day, and never prate 
about me to any living soul; for if I catch you ban- 
dying about my name in your idle talk .... you know 
my ways : I need say no more. With these words, 
he called for the landlord, paid the reckoning, and 
we rose from table to go away. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Gil Bias is dismissed by don Bernard de Castil Blazo^ 
and enters into the servtice of a beau. 

As w^ were coming out of the tavern, and taking 
our leave, my mspster was passing along the street. 
He saw me, and I observed him look more than once 
at the captain. I had no doubt but he was surprised 
at meeting me in such company. It is certain that 
Rolando's physiognomy and air were not much in 
favour of moral qualities. He was a gigantic fellow ; 
with a long face, a parrot's beak, and a very rascally 
contour, without being absolutely ugly« 

I was not mistaken in my guess. In the evening 
I found don Bernard harping on the captain's figure, 
and charmingly disposed to believe all the fine things 
I could have said of him, if my tongue had not been 
tied. Gil Bias, said he, who is that great shark I 
saw with you a while ago? I told him it was an algu-^ 
azil, and thought to have got off with that answer : 
but he returned to the charge; and,, observing my 
conjfusion, from the remembrance of the threats used 
by Rolando, broke off the conversation abruptly and 
went to bed. The next morning, when I had per- 
formed my ordinary duties, he counted me over six 
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ducaU instead of six rials, and said : Here, my friend, 
this ii what I give you for your services up to this 
day. Go and look out for another place. A servant 
keeping such high company is too much for me. I 
bethought tnyself of saying, in my own defence, that 
I had known that alguazil, by having prescribed for 
him ,at Valladolid, while I was practising medicine* 
Very good, replied my master, the shift is ingenious 
enough: you might have thought of it last night, 
and not have looked so foolish. Sir, rejoined I, in 
good truth, prudence kept me silent, and gave to my 
reserve the aspect of guilt. Undoubtedly, resumed 
he, tapping me sofUy on the shoulder, it was carry- 
ing prudence very far: even to the confines of cun- 
ning. Oo, lad, I have no ftirther occasion for your 
services. 

I went immediately to acquaint Melendez with 
the bad news, who told me, for my comfort, that he 
would engage to procure me a better birth. Indeed, 
some days after, he said: Gil Bias, iny friend, you 
have no notion of the good luck in store for you. 
You will have the most agreeable post in the world. 
I am going to settie you with don Matthias de SUva. 
He is a man of the first fashion, one of those young 
noblemen commonly distinguished by the appellation 
of beaus. I have the honour of his custom. He 
takes up goods of me, on tick indeed ; but tiiiese great 
men are good pay in the long run: they often marry 
rich heiresses, and then old scores are wiped off; or. 
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shduld tbkt fail> a traxleiimaii wfib understands his 
b^MinesB pttts^such ft pi-ice upon hiB articles, that if 
threc^fonrths of his debts are* bad, lie is no loser. 
Don^Matthias's steward is my Intimate friend. Let 
iM go cmd look fer him. It mU hefot him to pre- 
sent yoU to Md Master, and you 'ma^ rfely upon it, 
that for my sake hiel^ill treat yoU "v^ith high con« 

- ' Ai we w'er^ on our wfty is^ don Matthias s house,^ 
^i honest 6ho()k^per'^d: It is ^, me thinks, 
tHairyou- ^ould J3^ fee into tii6 steward's jbharacter. 
liis^^iBls Gregar>6 Rodriguez. Between ourselres, 
hg4il^^taian of la# bitthvwith a talent fbr intrigue, 
wf#M<^ V0cati6h'hie has laboured, till a iitewardship 
iti tW^dislsressed feihilies cotnpleted their tuin, and 

isfortune:^ I gtVe you notice, that his vanity 

b-exc^sfTe; 'he Ib^s €o see the undernservants 
Creeping attd crawling at his ^'et« It is with him 
they laoiikBi msike inteivei^t, if they have any favour to 
h^ orthe$r= master^ • for, should they happen to ob- 
Uin itWithoft y..interferfen6e, he ha. always some 
thift or kher at hand to get the boon revoked, or at 
least rehder it of no avail; . ^ Regulate yoar conduct 
on thijI^^hMt, Gil'Blas : pay court to signor kodrigiiez, 
in ^preference to ydur master himself, and leave no 
stbiie unturned to get into hts good gta6es. Hi^ 
friendship will be of material service t6 you* He will 
pay your wages to the day ; and, i^ you have manage- 
inent enough to worm yourself into his ^nfidenoe, 
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you may chance to pick up 9091^ of tli&|ragm^it» 
which fall from his tablet There are enough for an 
hungrier dog than you ! Don Matthia? is a young 
nobleman^ with no thought to throw away but a^ his 
pleasures, nor the slightest suspicion how his own 
affairs are going on* What a house for a steward^ 
who knows how to be a steward! 

When we got to our journey's end, wq asked to 
9peak with signer Rodriguez. We were told that we 
9hould find him in his own apartm^t. There he was 
9ure enough, and with him a clownish sort of fellow 
(M>lding a blue bag, full of money. The $tewar4, 
looking more wan and yellow than a girl in a hurry 
for an husband, ran up to Melendez with open arms : 
the draper was not behind-hand with him; and they 
each hugged the other with a shew of friendship, al 
least as much indebted to art as nature for its plau- 
sible effect. Aft^r this, the next question was about 
me. Rodriguez examined me froiu top fo toe ;. say- 
ing very civilly at the same time, that I was just such 
an one as don Matthias wanted, and dxat he would 
with pleasure take upon himself to present me UK 
that nobleman. Thereupon Melendez gave him to 
understand how deeply be was: interested in my be-* 
half: he be^ed the steward to take me under his 
protection; and, leaving me with hiuK after plenty of 
compliments, withdrew. As soon as he was gone 
out, Rodriguez said : I will introduce you to my mwh 
ter the moment I have dispatched this honest hua-> 



l^andman. He caUed the countryman to him for^h^ 
with, and, taking his bag, Talego, said he, let us see 
if the five hundred pistoles are all right. He counted 
pver the money himself. As the sum was found ta 
Ve exact, the coiintrymaja took a receipt, and went 
9.way. Th^ cash was put back again into the bag* 
It was my tun^ next to be attended to : We may iiof» 
9aid my new patron, go to my master's levee. He 
usually gets up about noon ; it is now neax one o'clock^ 
and must be daylight in his apartmentr 

Don Matthias had indeied just risen. He was still 
in his morning gown, kicking his heels in a great 
chair, with a leg tossed over one of the elbows^ 
swinging backwards and forwards, and manu&ctU"*. 
ring his own snuff. His conversation was addressed 
to a footman in waiting, who officiated as a tempo- 
rary valet-de«chambre. My lord, said the steward, 
here is a young man whom I take the Uberty of pre- 
senting to your lordship, in the place of him you 
discharged the day before yesterday. Your draper, 
Melendez, has given him a character: he undertakes 
for his qualifications,, and I believe you will be very 
well pleased with him. That is enough, answered 
the young nobleman; since he has your recommend'* 
ation, I adopt him blindfold into my retmue. He ia 
iny yalet-de-chambre at once: that business is set^ 
j(led. Let us talk of other, matters;. Rodriguez,, you 
are come just in time; I was going to send for you.« 
I have a budget of bad uews^ my dear Rodriguez. I 
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played with ill Tuck last iiigfat; an hundred pistoles 
i&'ttiy poeket losty and tiro hundred more on credit. 
Tou know flow wdispehmUe it is,' for persons of high 
rtok, 10 pay th«r debts of honour. As for any other, 
it i#'no matter when they are' paid< Punctuality i» 
an Tery well betwiien one tradesman and another; 
but they cannot expect it from one of us. These two 
hundred {Hstoles musf be* raised forthwith ami sent 
to the couiitess de Pedrosa^ Sir/ quoth the steward, 
that is sooner said than done. Where, prythee, un 
t to get such a «um? Threaten asl will, I never touch 
a marvedt from your tenants^ And yet your establish- 
ment is to be kept up in style, and I am Wearing 
myself to a thread in fomishing the ways and means.' 
h is true that hitherto, heisiven be praised, we hare 
rubbed on ; but what witch to conjurefor a wind trow; 
I know not: the case -is desperate^ All this prosing 
is extremely impertinent, interrupted don Matthias; 
this counting-house talk mi^es me hideously nervous. 
So then, Rodriguez, you really (hihk to undertake! 
toy reform, and metamorphose me into a plodding 
toimager of my own estates? A very elegant sort of 
pastime for a» man in my station of life; a man of 
rank and fashion! Grant me patience! replied the 
steward, at the rate we are driving now, it is easily 
calculated how soon you wiH be released from aK 
lihose cares. You are a very great bore, resumed 
the young nobleman rather peevishly; this brutal im- 
portunity is downright murder to one's feelings^ I 



bate loud music; be so good as to let me b^ mined 
piani^imoi I tell you, I want two hundred pistoles^ 
and I must have them^ Wby theov *aid Ilodrigue2y 
we must have recourse to the old taical who has lent 
yod so much already on usurious terms. Have re* 
course to the devil, if he will do you any gpood, an-» 
sv^red don Matthias;' only letine have two hundred 
pialoles, and i^ is the same thing to me how you 
manage to gettbem. 

While he was uttering these words in' a hasty and 
fretful tone, the ste^ward went out; atid don Antonio 
CenteU^s, a young man of quality, came in. What 
h the matter, my Mend? said this last tomy master; 
your atmosphere is overcast; I tcadi passion in the 
lines of your countenance. Who can have ruffled 
that sweet temper? I would lay atrager^Jt wdsihat 
booby just gone out Yes, answered doii Matthias, 
he is my st&ward. Every tim'e he conies to speak to 
me^ I am in an agony for a quarter of an hour or 
twenty minutgs. He rings thechange^ on the state 
of my affairs; and tells me that I atn spendiiig prin* 
cipal and interest . « .v. A beastt He vdllsay next, that 
I have ruined him i&to the bargain! My dear fellow, 
iieplied don Antonio, I sUn. exactly in the same sitiia^ 
tibn. My man of business isjuet such another 
s<;arecrow as your steward. When the sneaking 
tcoui^drel, after repeated demands, brings me some 
niggardly supply, it is just as if he was Ij^ing me 
his own. He expostulates niost b%rbaroiSsly. Siir^ 
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•ays he, you are going to rack and rum; there i^ an 
execution out against you. I am obliged to. cut lum 
shorty and beg him to remonstrate in epitomev . The 
worstof it is, said don Matthias^ that there is 00 dasS&g 
without these fellows ^tbey are the peo^ieeatlaM^ed 
to our elegant indiscretions^ Just so, lejpfied 

CenteU^s But listen ; pursued he, bura&ig^ »rix> 

a fit of laughter; a pleasant idea has just stmckipe. 
Nothing was ever more farcically fancied. We VAJ 
introduce a buffo caricato into our serious opera, and 
telieye the kndl of our departed goods and tiiftftda 
with an humorous divertisemeht. The plot is ifagsa: 
let me try to borrow from your steward whateTecfp« 
want. You shall do the same with n|y man of1]|^* 
uess. Then let them both preach as they plea86t«e 
shall hearken with the utmost composure. > Tuvt 
steward will come and open his case to me; mj?0fm 
of business will plead the poverty of the land toj^^ 
I shall hear of nothing but your extravagance; ^iid 
you will see your own in mine as in a glass. It wBl 
be vastly entertaining. 

. A thousand brilliant conceits followed this flight 
pf genius, and put the young patricians into high 
spirits, so that they kept, up the baU with vivacity, i( 
not with wit* Their conversation was interrupted by 
Gregorio Rodriguez, wjho brought back, with him a 
Uttle old man with a bald head. Don Antonio was 
for moving off. Farewell don Matthias, said he, 
we shall meet again anon» I leave you with th^se 
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gentlemen; you haye, doubtless, some state afiairs 
to discuss in council. Oh I no, no, answered my 
master, you had better stop; you ypil not interrupt 
us. This warm old gentleman has the moderation 
to lend me money at twenty per cent What! at 
twenty per cent! exclaimed CentelUs in a tone of as-* 
tonishment. In good truth ! I wish you joy on being 
in such hands. I do not come off so cheaply, for 
my part: I pay through the nose for every farthing I 
get. My loans are generally raised at double that 
per cent. There is usury 1 said the father of the usu- 
rious tribe; unconscionable dogs! Where do they 
expect to go when they die? I do not wonder there 
is so strong a prejudice against money-lenders. It 
is the exorbitant profit which some of them derive 
from their discounts, that brings reproach and ill 
will upon us all. If all my brethren of the blue balLi 
were like me, we should not be treated so scurvily : 
for my part, I only lend, to do my duty towards my 
neighbour. Ah ! if times were as good now as in my 
early days, my purse should be at your service as a 
friend; and even now, in the present distress of the 
money-market, it goes against the grain to take a 
poor twenty per cent. But one would think the money 
was all gone back to the mines whence it came : there 
is no such thing to be had, and the scarcity compels 
me to depart a little from the disinterested severity 
of my benevolence. How much do you want? pur- 
sued he, addressing my master, Two hundred pis- 
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tofes, lUMlWtfred ddn'Matthia^. I ba?e four Imndred 
hens in abag, ire^lied the usurer; it ib only to give 
you half of them. At the same time he drew from 
underneath- his cloak a blue bag, looking just ^e 
that in which farmer Talego had left five hundreil 
pistoles with Rodriguez. I was not long in forming 
tBLj judgmeht of the matter, and saw plainly that 
Melendez had not bragged without ^reason of fiie 
steward's aptness in the ways of the worldv. The 
old man emptied the bag, displayed the cash on a 
table, and set about counting it. The sight set all 
mymaster^s extravagant |>Msions'itt a flame; the 
sum total proved very striking to his compreheiision. 
Signer Descomulgado, said he to the usurer, I have 
just made a very sensible reflection; I am a great 
fool. I only borrow enough to redeem my credit, 
without thinking of my empty pockets. I should be 
obliged to give you the trouble of coming again to- 
morrow; I think, therefore, it will be best to ^are 
your age and infirmities^ imd ease you of the four 
hundred at once.' My lord, answered the old man, 
I had destined half of this money to a good liceiitiate, 
who lays out the income of his large preferments in 
those pious and charitable uses, for which they were 
originally given to the clergy, as stewards of the powj 
and guides to the young and unwary. In pursuance 
of this end, it is his gr^at delight to wean youzig girls 
fl-om the seductions of a wicked world, and place 
them in a snug, well'^rnished Uttle box of his own, 
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wher^ they may be dbnoxious to his ghostly admo- 
nitioiia by day and by night. But, ^ since you have 
occaBion for the whole sum, it is at your disposal. 
Something by> way of security .... .Oh I as for secu-» 
rity, interrupted Rodriguez, taking a paper out of 
his pocket, you shall have as good as the bank. 
Here is a note whibh signor don Matthias has only 
}u8t to sign'. He makes over five hundred pistoles^ 
due from one of his tettiantsyTalego, a wealthy yeo* 
man of Mondejar. That is enough, replied the 
usurer, I never'sj^it Isean, but d^ u{k>n the square. 
The steward insinuated a pen between his master'if 
fingers^ who' signed, his name at the bottom of the 
note, without reading it; and whistled as he signed^ 
for want of thought. 

That business settled, the old man took his leave 

of my lioble employer, who shook him cordially by 

the hand, saying: Till I have the pleasure of seeing 

yoii again, good master pounds, shUlings, and pence,' 

I am your most devoted humble servant. I do not 

know why you should all b^ lumped together for a 

set of blood-suckers; you seem to me a ne^^essary 

link in the chain of well-ordered secietyi You are 

as good as a physician to us pecuniary invalids of 

quality, and keep us alive by artificial restoratives 

in 'the last, stage of a consumptive purse. You are 

in the right, exclaimed Centell^s. Usurers are a very 

gentlemanly order in society, and I must not be de* 

aied the privilege of paying my compliments to this 
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illustrious specimen, fpr the sake of his twenty per 
cent With this banter, he came up and threw bis 
arms about the old man's ^neck: and these two over- 
grown children, for their amusement, began sending 
bim backward and forward between them like a shut- 
tlecock. After they had tossed him about from pil- 
lar to post, they suffered him to depart with the 
steward, who ought to have come in for his share of 
the game, and for something a Uttle more serious. 

When Rodriguez and bis stalking-horse had left 
]he room, don Matthias sent, by the lacquey ii| 
waiting, half his pistoles to the countess de Pedrosa, 
and deposited the other half in a long purse worked 
with gold and silk, which he usually wore in his 
pocket Very well pleased to find himself in cash, 
he said to don Antonio, with an air of gaiety: What 
shall we do with ourselves to-day? Let us call a: 
^uncil. That is talking like a statesman, answered 
Pentell^s: I am your man; let us ponder gravely. 
While they, were collecting their deliberative wisdom 
on the course they were to pursue for the day, two 
other noblemen came in: don Alexo Segiar and 
don Ferdinand de Oamboa; both nearly about my 
master's age, that is, from eight and twenty to thirty. 
These four jolly blades began with such hearty salu- 
tations, as. if l^ey had not met for these ten years. 
After that, don Ferdinand, a professed bacchanalian, 
made his proposals to don Matthias and don Antonio : 
Oentlemen, said he, where do you dine to-day? If 
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you are not engaged, I will take you to a tavern, 
where you shall quaff celestial liquor. Isupped there 
last night, and did not come away till between five 
and six this morning. Would to heaven, exclaimed 
miy master, I had done the same! I should not have 
lost my money. 

For my part, said Centell6s, I treated myself yes^- 
terday evening with a new amusement; for variety 
has always its charms for me. Nothing but a change 
of pleasures can make the dull round of human life 
supportable. One of my friends introduced me neck 
and heels to one of those gentry ycleped tax-gatherers, 
who do the government business and their own at 
the same time. There was no want of magnificence, 
good taste, or a well-designed set-out at table; but 
I found in the family itself an highly seasoned relish 
of absurdity. The farmer of the revenues, though 
the most meanly extracted of the whole party, must 
set up for a great man; and his wife, though hide- 
ously ugly, was a goddess in her own estimation, 
and made a thousand silly speeches, the zest of 
which was heightened by a Biscayan accent. Add 
to this, that there were four or five children with their 
tutor at table. Judge if it must not have been an 
amusing family party. 

As for me, gentlemen, said don Alexo Segiar, I 
supped with Arsenia the actress* We were six at 
table: Arsenia, Florimonde, a coquet of her acquaint- 
ance, the marquis de Zenette, don Juan de Monca^e, 
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and your humble servant. We passed the night ia 
drinking and talking bawdy^ What a flow of foal ! 
To be sure, Arsenia and Florimonde are not s^ng 
in their upper works; but then they have a facility in 
their vocation which is more than all the wit in the 
world. They are the dearest madcaps, gay, romping, 
and rampant : they are an hundred times better than 
your modest women of se^nse and discretion* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Gil Bias gets into company with his fellows ; they 
shew him a ready road to the reputation of wit, 
and impose on him a singular oath* 

Those noblemen pursued this strain of conversa* 
tion, till don Matthias, about whose person I was 
fiddling all the while, was ready to go out. He then 
told me to follow him; and this bevy of fashionables 
set sail together for the tavern, whither don Ferdi- 
Qand de Gamboa proposed to conduct them. I 
began my march in the rear rank with three other 
valets; for each of the gentlemen had his own. I 
remarked with astonishment that these three servants 
copied their masters, and assumed the same follies* 
I introduced myself as a new comer. They returned 
my salute in form; and one of them, after haviDg 
taken measure of me very accurately, said: Brother, 
I perceive, by your gait, that you have never yet lived 
with a young nobleman. Alas! no, answered I^ 
neither have I been long in Madrid. So it appears, 
replied he; you smell strong of the country* You 
seem timid and embarrassed; there is an hitch Ja 
your deportment. But no matter, we will soon wear 
off all stiffness, take my word for it. Perhaps you 
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think better of me than I deserve, said I. No, re- 
sumed he, no; there is no such cub, as we cannot 
lick into shape; assure yourself of t^at. 

This specimen was enough to convince me that I 
had hearty fellows for my comrades, and that I could 
not be in better hands to initiate me into high life 
below stairs. On our arrival at the tavern, we found 
an entertainment ready, which signer don Ferdinand 
had been so provident as to order in the morning: 
Our masters sat down to table, and we arranged our- 
selves behind their chairs. The conversation was 
spirited and lively. My ears tingled to hear them. 
Their humour, their way of thinking, their mode of 
expression diverted me. What fire I what saUies of 
imagination! They appeared like a new order of 
beings. With the desert, we sat before them a great 
choice of the best wines in Spain, and left the room, 
to go to dinner in a little parlour, where our cloth was 
laid. 

I was not long in discovering that the combatants 
in our lists had more to recommend them than ap- 
peared at first sight. They were not satisfied with 
aping the manners of their masters, but even copied 
their ^phrases ; and these varlets gave such a fac 
simile, that bating a little vulgarity, they might have 
passed themselves off very well. I admired their 
free and easy carriage ; still more was I charmed with 
their wit, but despaired of ever coming up to them 
in my own person. Don Ferdinand's servant, on 
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the scOTe of his mastei treatiiig.oiir8, did the honours ; 
ttiidy determined to do the thing genteelly, he called 
the landlord, and said to him :. Master tapster, give 
ais ten bottles of your very best wine;, and, as you 
hare an haj^y knack of doing, make the gentlemen 
up stairs believe that they have drank them. With 
^ my heart, answered the landlord ; but, maste? 
Gaspard, you know that signor don Ferdinand owes 
me for a good many dinners already. If through 
your kind intervention I. could get some little matter 

on account Oh I interrupted the valet, do not be 

at all uneasy about your debt: I will take it upon 
myself; put.it down to me. It is true that some un- 
mannerly creditors have preferred legal measures to 
a reliance on our honour ; but we shall take the first 
opportunity of obtaining a replevy, and will pay you 
without looking at your bill. . To have my master on 
your books is like so many ingots of gold. The 
landlord brought us the wine, in spite of unmannerly 
creditors ; and we drank to a speedy replevy. It was 
as good as a c(»nedy to see us drinking each other's 
healths every minute, under our masters' titles. Don 
Antonio's servant called don Ferdinuid's plain Gam- 
boa, and don Ferdinand's servant called don Anto- 
nio's, Centell6s : they dubbed me Silya; and we kept 
pace in drunkenness, under these borrowed names, 
with the noblemen to whom they properly belonged. 
Though my wit was less conspicuous Uian that pf 
the other guests, they lost no opportunity of testify- 

VOL. I. K 
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ing their pleasure in my acquainiance. Silva, aaid 
one of our merriest soakers, we skall make somsf 
thing of you, my friemL ' I peroeiJ^e that you hove 
wit at will, if you did-lmtkftow how to dsaw upon it 
The fear of talking absunUy prevs^rts yon faxa. tjuow- 
ing out at all; and yet itis only by a boidpoBh, that 
a thousand people now-a-days set themselves up finr 
good companions. Do you wish to. be bright? Yos 
have only to give the reins to your loquacity, smd>lD 
venture indiscriminately t)n whatever comeai upper- 
most : your blunders will pass for the eccentricitieB 
of genius. Though, you ^otdd utter an hundred 
extravagancies, let but a single good joke be packed 
up in the bundle, the nonsense shallbeall forgotten, 
the witticism bandied' about, and yourtalent be puffed 
into high repute. This is the happy method our 
masters have devised, and it ought to be adopted bjr 
all new candidates. Besides that I had but too 
strong a wish to pass for a clever fellow, tiie triek 
they taught me aj^^eared so easy in the peifonnamse, 
that i^ ought tiot to be buried in' obscurity. I tried 
it at once, and the fumes of the wine contributed to 
my success; that is to say^ I talked at random, end 
had the good luck to stfike out of much absurdity 
some flashes of merriment, very acceptable to my 
audience. Tliis first essay inspired me with coi^- 
•deuce. I redoubled my sprightlmess, to sparkle in 
repartee; and chance gave a successful issue to my 
endeavours. 
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Well done! «aid my fellow-servaat who had ad- 
dressed me in the street, do not you begin to shake 
off your rustic manners? You have not been two 
hours in our company, and you are quite another 
creature : your improvement w}ll be visible every day. 
This it is to wait on peof^e of quality. It causes 
an elevation, which the mind can never attain under 
a plebeian roof. Doubtless, answered I : and for 
that reason I shall henceforth dedicate my little 
talents to the nobility. That is bravely said, roared 
out don Ferdinand's servant, half seas over, com- 
moners are not entitled to possess such a fund of 

■ 

superior genius as exists in us. Come, gentlemen, 
let us make a vow never to colleague with any such 
beggarly fi^lows; let us swear to that by Styx. We 
laughed heartily at Gaspard's conceit: the proposal 
was- received with applause; and we took this mock 
oath with our glasses in our hands. 

Thus sat we at table till our masters were pleased 
io get up from it. This was at midnight; an out- 
rageous instance of sobriety, in the opinion of my 
colleagues. To be sure, these noble lords left the 
tavern so early, only to visit a celebmted wanton, 
lodging in the purlieus of the court, and keeping 
open house night and day for the votaries of plea- 
sure. She was a woman from five and thirty to forty, 
still in the height of her charms, entertaining in her 
discourse, and so perfect a mistress in the art of plea- 
sure, that she sold the waste and refuse of her beauty 

n2 
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at an higher price than the first sample of the una- 
dulterated iffticle. She had always two or three 
other pieces of damaged goods in the house, who 
contributed not a little to the great concourse of 
nobility resorting thither. Hie afternoon was spent 
in play ; then supper, and the night passed in drink? 
ing and making merry. Our masters staid tiM 
moniing, and so did we, without thinking the time 
long; for, while they were toying with the mistresses^ 
, we attacked the maids. At length, we all parted, 
when daylight peeped in on our festivities, and went 
to bed each of us at our separate homes. 

My master getting up aft his usual time, about 
noon, dressed himself. 'He went out I followed 
him, and we paid a visit to don Antomo GenteU^, 
with whom "we found one don Alvaro de Acuna. He 
was an old gentleman, who gave leqtures on the 
science of debauchery. Hie rising generation, if tfa^ 
wanted to quSlify themselves for fine gentlemen, put 
themselves under his tuition. H6 moulded thek 
ductile habits to pleasure, taught them to makea 
distinguished figure in the world, and to squander 
. their substance: he had no qualms as to running out 
his own, for the deed was done. After these three 
blades had exchanged the compliments of the mom- 
.ing, Centell^s said to my master : In good faith, don 
Matthias, you could not have come at a more lucky 
time. Don Alvar is come to take me with him to a 
dinner, given by a citizen to the marquis de Zenette 
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«&d don Juan de Moncade : and you shall be of the 
party. And what is the citizen's name ? said don 
Matthias. Gregorio de Noriega, said don Alvar, 
aad I will describe the young man in two words. 
His father, a rich jeweller, is gone abroad^ to attend 
the: foreign markets, and left his son, at his depar- 
ture, in the enjoyment of a large income. Gregorio 
is.a blockhead, with a turn for every sort of extrava- 
gance, and an awkward hankering after the reputa- 
tion of wit and fashion, in despite of nature. He 
har begged of me to give him a few instructions. I 
manage him completely ; and can assure you^ gen- 
tlemen, that I lead him a rare dance. His estate is 
rather deeply dipped alrecidy. I do not doubt it, 
exclaimed Centell6s; I see the vulgar dog in an. 
alms'-house. Come, don Matthias: let us honour 
the; fellow with our acquaintance, and be in at the 
death of him. Willingly, answered my master : for 
I delight in se^g the fortune of these plebeian up- 
starts kicked over, when they affect to mix among 
us. Nothing, for instance, ev^ entertained me so 
much as the downfall of the toU-gatherer's son, 
whom play, and the vanity of figuring among the 
great, have stripped, till he has not an house over 
his head. Oh ! as for that, replied don Alvar, he 
deserves no pity ; he is as great a coxcomb in his 
poverty, as he was in his prosperity. 

Centell6s and my master accompanied don Alvar 
to Gregorio de Noriega's party. We went there 
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dso, thai is Mogieon and myself both ib extausy stt 
haTing an opportmitj of sponging on a citizen, and 
pleasing onraelTes with the dionghts of being in at 
the death of him. At our mtrancey we observed 
sereral men employed in preparing dinner; and 
there issned frcHn the ragouts they were taking up, 
a vapour which conciliated the palate through the 
medium of the nostrils.* The marquis de Zenette 
and don Juan de Moncade were just come. The 
founder of the feast seCTied a great simpleton. He 
aped the man of iashion with a most clumsy grace ; 
a wretched copy of. admirable originals, or, more 
properly, an idiot in die chair of wisdom and taste. 
Figure to yourself a man of this character in the 
centre of five bantering fellows, all intent on making 
a jest of him, and drawing him into ridiculous ex- 
penses. (Gentlemen, said don Alvar, after the first 
interchange of civilities, give me leave to introduce 
you to signor Gregorio de Noriega, a most brilliaat 
star in the hemisphere of fashion. He owns a thou- 
sand amiable qualities. Do you know that he has 
an highly-cultivated understanding? Choose your 
own subject : he is equally at home in every brandk, 
from the subtilty and closeness of logio^ to the ele- 
mentary science of the criss-cross-row. Oh ! thn is 
really too flattering, interrupted the scot and lot 
gentlemui with a very uncouth laugh. I might, 
signor Alvaro, put; you to the blush as you have put 
me ; for you may truly be termed a reservoir as it 
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"wercy a common sewer of erudition. I had no in- 
tention, replied don Alvaro, to draw upon myself so 
savoury an encomium ; but truly, gentlemen, signoir 
Gregorio cannot fail of establishing a name in the 
world. M for me, said don Antonio>. what is so 
delightful in my eyes^ far above the honours of logic 
or the criss-cross-rOw, is the tasteful selection of his 
compaaiy. Instead of demeamng himself to the level 
of tnid^snen^ he associates only with the young 
neibihly^ and Bets the exp^&se at nought. There is 
aa elevaliQii of sentiment in this conduct which 
ena^antB me ; and ^ds is what you may truly call 
diBburBBig With, taste and judgment. 

These ieoiiieal speeches were only the preludes to 
a continued strain of banter. Poor Gregorio was 
attacked on all hands. The wits shot their boltft by 
turns, but th^ made ho impression on the fool ; on 
the contrary he took all they said hterally, and 
seemed highly pleased with his guests ; as if they did 
him a favour, by making him their laughing stock. 
In short, he served them for a butt, while they sat 
at table, which they did not quit during the after- 
noon, nor tSl late at night. We, as well as our 
masters, drank as we liked, so that the servants* 
hall and the dining-room were iiii equally high order, 
when we took our leave of the young jeweller. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Cfil Bias becomes the darUng of the fair seXy and 
makes an interesimg acquaintance, 

■ • * 

After some hours sleep, I got up in fine spirits; 
and calling the adyice of Melendez to mind, went, 
till my master was stirrup, to pay my court to oar 
stewsffd, whose vanity was rather flattered by this 
attention. He received me with a gracions air, and 
enquired how I was reconciled to the habits and 
manners of the yoimg nobility. I answered, that 
th^y were strange to me as yet, but that use and 
good example might work wonders in the end. 

Use and good example did work wonders, and 
that right soon. My temper and conduct were quite 
altered. From a discreet, sober lad, I got to be a 
lively, heedless merry andrew. Don Antonio's 
servant paid me a ccunpliment on my transformation, 
and told me, that there wanted nothing but a tender, 
interest in the lovely part of the creation to shine 
like a new star dropped from the heavens. He 
pointed out to me, that it was an indispensible 
requisite in the character of a pretty fellow : that all- 
our set were well with some fine woman or other ; 
and that he himself, to his own share, engrossed the 
favours of two beauties in high life. I was of opinion 
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that the rascal lied. Master Mo^con, said I, you 
Bxe doubtiesB a v^ dapper, lively little fellow, with 
a modest assurance ; but still I do not comprehend 
bow women of quality, not having your sweet person 
on their own private establishments, should run the 
risk of being detected in an intrigue with a footman 
oat of doors. Oh ! as for that, answered he, they do 
not know my condition. To my master's wardrobe, 
and even to his name, am I indebted for these con- 
quests. I will tell you how it is. I dress myself up 
as^ a young nobleman, and assume the manners of 
one. I go to public places ; and tip the wink first to 
one^woman and then to another, till I meet with one 
who returns the signal. Her I follow, and find 
means to speak with her. I take the name of don 
Antonio Centell^s. I plead for an assignation ; the 
lady is squeamish about it: I am pressing, she is 
kind, et catera. Thus it is, my fine fellow, that I 
contrive to carry on my intrigues, and I would have 
you profit by the hint. 

' I was too ambitious of shining like a new star 
drc^ped from the heayens, to turn a deaf ear to such 
counsel : besides, there was about me no aversion to 
iin amour. I therefore laid a plan to disguise myself 
as a young nobleman> and look out for adventures 
of gallantry. Ihere waa a risk in assuming .my- 
masquerade dress at home, lest it might be observed. 
I took a complete suit from my master's wardrobe, 
andrn^yadeit; up into a bundle, which I carried to a 

k5 
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barber*8, where I thought I could dres^ and undrew 
conveniently. There, I tricked myself oirt to the 
best advaRtage. The barber too lent a helping haad 
to my attire. When we thought it a^nsted to a 
nicety, I sauntered towards Saint Jerome's meadow, 
whence I felt morally certain that I should not re- 
turn without making an impression. ^But I could 
not even get thither, without a proof of my own 
attractions. 

As I was crossing a byenstreet, a kdy of gentedl 
figure, elegantly dressed, came out of a smafi hou8#, 
aind got into an hired carriage, standing at the doof. 
I stopped short to look at her, and bowed signii- 
cantly, so as to convey an intimation that my heatt 
was not insensible. On her part, to shew me thttt 
her face was not less lovely than her perscm, she 
lifted up her veil for a moment. In the mean timt 
the coach set off, and I stood stock still in the street, 
not a little stiffened at thift vision. A vastly pretty 
woman ! said I to myself; bless us I this is just whaA 
is wanting to make me perfectly aceompMshed. If 
the two ladies who share Mogicon between them are 
equally handsome, the scoundrel is in Ludc! i 
should be ddighted with her for a mistress^ Rumt^ 
nating on these things, I looked by chance towafdsr 
the house whence that loVely creature had ghded, 
and saw at a window on the ground floot an old 
woman beckoning me to come in. 

I flew like lightmng into &e houiie,, and foimd in 
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a-vety nedi p«rloiBr, iksa yenerabk and wary niataron, 
wko, taldDg ma for a maiqaig at least, dropped a low 
coQirtesy, and said : I doubt not, my lord, but you 
must have abad opinion of a woman who, without the 
slightest acquaiatanoe, beckons yoii out of the street; 
bat you will perhaps judge more forouraUy of me,^ 
wben you shall know that I do not pay that oompH- 
ment promiseoiioiisly. You look like a man of fashion ! 
You iffe perfeetly in the ri^t^ my old girl, inter- 
nipied I, strietdbk^ out my right leg, aiid throwing 
the w^^t of my body on my left hip^ mine is, vanity 
aptfiort, one of ike best families in Spain. It must be 
so by your looks, repHed she, and i will ^Ekirly own 
that I delight in doing a kindness to people of qua- 
lity : that is my weeic side, i watched you through 
my window. You looked very earnestly at a lady 
Wko faas just left me. Perhaps you- may have taken 
a ftnoy to her ? tdl me so pkuniy. By the honour 
of fifty house, answered I, she has ^ot me through 
the heatt. i Hevef »kW any thing so tempting: a 
most divine ereature ! Do bring us acquainted, my 
dear, and rely on my latitude It is worth while to 
do these little offices* for us of the beau monde ; ihey 
are better. paid than omr bills. 

i have told you once lor all, replied the old wo- 
Bian, I am entirely devoted to people of condition ; 
it is my passion to be useful to them: I receive here, 
for-example^ a certain class of ladies> whom appear- 
ances pi^vetit^fM)m seeing their favourites at home.. 
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I l^d them my house ; and thus the wannth of dienr 
constitutions is indulged, without risk to their cha- 
racters. Vastly well, quoth I; and you have justr 
done that kindness to the lady in question?: No^- 
answered she : this is a young widow of quality, in* 
want of an admirer : but so difficult in her choice, 
that I do not know whether you will do for her, 
however great your requisites may be. I have 
already introduced to her three well-furnished gal^ 
lants, but she turned up her nose at them. Oh !• 
egad, my life, exclaimed I confidently, you have only" 
to stick me in her skirts ; I will give you a good- ae-^ 
count of her, take my word for it I long to have a 
grapple with a beauty of such peremptory demands: 
atiey have not yet fallen in my way. Well then, said 
the old woman, you have only to come hither to- 
morrow at the same hour; your curiosity shall be 
satisfied. I will not £ul^ rejoined I : we shall see 
whetiier a young nobleman can miss a conquest 

I returned to the little barberV without looking' 
for other adventures, but deeply interested in tho^ 
event of this. Therefore, on the following day, I 
went, in splendid attire, to the old woman's an hour* 
sooner than the time. My lord, said she, you are 
punctual, and I take it kindly. To be sure the game 
is worth the chase^ I have seen our young widow^- 
andwe have had a good deal of talk about you. 
Not a word was to be said ; but I have taken such a 
UUng tQ you,, that I cannojt hold my tongue. Yoin 
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have made yourself a^^eable, and will soon be an 
happy mem. Between ourselves, the lady is a relish- 
ing morsel : her husband did not live long with her ; 
heglided away like a shadow ; she has all the m^t 
of an absolute girl. The good old lady, no doubt, 
meant one of those clever girls, who contrive not to 
live single, though thiey live unmanned. 
. The heroine of the assignation came soon in an 
hired carriage, as on the day before, dressed very 
magnificently. As soon as she came into the xoovpt, 
It led off with five or six coxcomical bows, accompa- 
nied by the most fashionable grimacesv After this, {. 
went up to her with a very familiar air, and said : 
My adored angel, you behold a gentleman, of no 
mean rank, whom your charms have undone. Your 
image, since yesterday, has taken complete posses- - 
sionof my fancy : you have turned a duchess neck- 
and heels out of my heart, who was beginning to 
establish a footing there. The triumph is too glorioua 
for me, answered she, throwing ofi* her veil; but still 
my transports are not without alloy. Young men of 
fashion love variety, and their hearts are, they say, 
bandied about from one to the other, like a piece of 
hdifie money. Ah ! my sovereign mistress, replied I, 
let us leave the future to shift for itself; and think 
only of the present,. You are lovely, I am in love. 
If my passion is not hateful to you, let it take'it&: 
course at random. We will embark like true sailors ; 
9fit. the storms and. shipwreck of a long voyage at 
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defiance, and only take the fab veather of dia tme 
present into the acconnL 

In gnialking this speech, 1 threw myself IB raptwns 
Kt the feet of my nymph ; and, the better to fait off 
lay asHumed character, pressed her vith sotne Ihtfe 
peetishneas, not to delay my bliss. Sh« seeised a 
little touched by ray remoiiBtnmceB, but thought it 
too soon to yield ; and giving me a gentle i«btf, 
HoM, Said she, you are too in 
a nke. I fear, you ore bat 
For shame, madam, exclaune 
face against what women of t 
dition enconrage? A pie}ij 
vulgarly cidled rice may be al 
wires. That is decisive, rej 
resisting so forcible a plea. ] 
m«tt of your order, diasimula 
a woman must meet you half 
victory, added she wifli ana] 
as if her modesty sufiered by the avowal ; yon bftfe 
inspired me with sentimentB Such as are new to my 
heart, and I only wtai to know who you are, that t 
may take you for my acknowledged lover. I believe 
you a young lord, and a gentleman : yet there is no 
trusting to ^peanmces ; and, however prepossessed- 
I may be in your faivour, I would not give away my 
affections to a strai^r. 

I recollected at the moment how <fon ARtotnot. 
nrraat had. got out of a sim^aT pei^etity ; and. 
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detennimng, after his examine, to pass for my mas- 
ter, Madam, said I to my dainty widow, I will not 
excuse myself £pom telling you my name ; it is one 
that will not disparage its owner. Have you ever 
heard of don Matthias de Silva ? Yes, replied she; 
indeed I have seen him with a lady of my acquaint- 
ance. Though considerably improved in impudeaoe,. 
I was a little troubled by this discorvery. Yet I 
raOied my forces in an instant, and extricating my-- 
self with a happy presence of miod. Well then, 
my fair one, retorted 1, the lady of your acquaint- 
ance knows a lord of my acquaintance 

..... and I am of his acquaintance; of his own 
family, sidce you must know it.. His grandfather 
married the sister-in-law of my fiUh^'s- uncle. You 
see, we cMre very near relations. My name is don 
Ceesar. I am the only son of the peat don Ferdi*- 
nand de Ribisra, slain fifteen yeaors ago, in a battle 
on the frontiers of Portugal. I could give^ y^m aU, 
the particulars erf the action ; il; wa» a devilish tkmxp 
0Ee ; . . . . bu^ to fight it over again woiidd ba* losmg 
the preci^s moments of mutiml lote. 

After this discourse, I got to be Importamatir and 
impassioned; .hat without brii^ing matters at all 
forwarder. The fevours which my goddess winked 
at my snatching, tend^ed only to j^iake me languish 
for wh€bt she waft^ mo^e chary of^ The tyrant got 
back to her €oaeh> which wad ^i^ng at the door.. 
K^ertjieless^ I withdrew, wdt enoia^h plieased wit& 
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my success, though it .still fell short of the only per- 
fect issue. If, said I to myself, I have obtained indul- 
gences but by halves, it is because this lady forsooth 
is a Ugh-bora dame, and thinks it beneath her 
quality to play the very woman, at .the first intenriew. 
The pride of pedigree stands m the way of my ad- 
vancement just now; but in a few days, we shall be 
better acquainted. To be sure, it did not once come 
into my head, that she might be one of those cunning 
gipsies, always on the catch. Yet I Mke^ better to. 
look at things on the right side than on the wsong ;. 
and thus maintained a .fevourable opinion of myr 
widow. We had agrieed at parting to meet agsun. 
on' the day after the morrow; and the hope of arriv- 
ing at the summit of my wishes gave me a foretaste 
ci the pleasures with which I tickled my fSemcy. 
- With my brain full of joyous traces, I returned to. 
my barber. Having changed my dress, I went to. 
attend my master at the tennis-court. I found him 
at'play, and saw that he won ; for he was not one of 
diose impenetrable gamesters, who make pr mar a 
fortune without moving a muscle. In prosperity he, 
was flippant and overbearing, but quite peevish on 
the losing side. He left the tennis^^ourt in high 
spirits, and went for the Prince's Theatre. I followed 
him to the box-door : then, putting a dUcat iato my 
hand. Here, Gil Bias, said he,, as I hiBffte bee9 a 
winner to day, you shall not be the worse for it : go^ 
dftvevt yourself 'with your friends, aud comjer-to me: 
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about midnight at Araenia's^ where I am to sup with 
don Alexo Segiar. He then went in, and I stood 
debating with whom I shotild disburse my ducat^ 
according to the pious will of the founder. I did 
not muse long. Clarin, don Alexo*s servant, just 
then came in my way. I took him to the nexttayem, 
and we amused ourselves there till midnight. Thence 
we repaired to Arsenia*s house, where Claria had 
orders to attend. A little footboy opened the door, 
and shewed us into a room down stairs, where 
Arsenia*s waiting-Kwoman,. and the lady who held the 
same office about Florimonde, were laughing ready 
to split their sides, while their mistresses were above 
stairs with our masters. 

The addition of two jolly fellows, jmst come from- 
a good supper, could not be unwelcome to abigails> 
and to the abigails of actresses too : but what was 
my astonishment when in one of these lowly ladies 1. 
discovered my widow, my adorable widow> whom I 
took for a countess or a marchioness I She appeared 
equally amazed to see her dear don Ceesar de Ribera 
metamorphosed into the valet of a beau. However, 
we looked at one another without being out of coun-^ 
tenance ; indeed, such a tingling sensation of laugh-, 
ter came over us both, as we could not help indulging 
in. After which Laura, for that was her name,- 
drawing me aside while Clarin was speaking to her 
fellow-servant, held out her hand to me very kindly, 
and said in a low voice : Accept this pledge, sigiior 
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doB C»8ar ; mutual congrataladonft are moTe to Ae 
purpose than mutual reproaches, my friend. You 
topped your pait to perfection, and t was not quite 
contemptible in mine. What say you? Confess 
now.: did not you take me for one of those predoos 
peeresses who are fond of a little smuggled amuse- 
ment? It is eren so, answered I : but whoever you 
are, my empress, I have not changed my sentiments 
with my paraphernalia. Accept my services in good 
part, and let the valet-de-chambre of don Matthias 
dbnsummate what don Ceesar has so happily b^^. 
Get you gone, replied she, I like you ten times bett^ 
in your natural, than in your artificial character. 
You are as a man what I am -as a woman, and that 
is the greatest compliment I can pay you. You are 
admitted into the number of my adorers. We have 
no longer any need of the old woman as a bttnd : 
you may come and see me whenever you like. We 
theatrical ladies are no slaves to form, but live hig^ 
gledy piggledy with the men. I allow that the effects 
are sometimes visible ; but the public vrink hard at 
our irregularities : the drama's patrons, as you well 
know, give the drama's laws, and absolve us fiNim 
all others. 

We went no farther, because there were by- 
standers. The conversation became general, lively, 
jovial, inclining to loose jokes, not very caie^y 
wrapped up. We all of us bore a bob. Arsenia's 
attendant above all, my amiable Laura, was very 
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conspicuous ; but her wit was so extremely nimble, 
that her virtue could never overtake it. Our mas- 
ters and the actresses On the floor above, raised 
incessant peals of laughter, which reached us in the 
regions below: and probably the entertainment was 
much alike with the celestials and the infemals. If 
bH the knowing remarks had been written down, 
which escaped firom the philosophers that night 
assembled at Arsenia's, I really think, it would have 
been a manual for the rising generation. Yet we 
could not arrest the chaste moon in her progress ; 
the rising of that blab, the sun, parted us. Clarin 
followed the heels of don Alexo, and I went homo 
with don Matthias. 
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CHAPTER Vr. 
7%e princess company of comedmnsr. 

Mt master gettii^^ up the next day, received a note 
from don Alexo Segiar^. desiring his company imme- 
diately. We went,, and found there the marquis de 
Zenette, and another young, nobleman of prepossess* 
ing maimers, whom I had neyer seen. Don Matthias, 
said Segias to my protector, introducing the strange, 
g^ve me leave to present don Pompeyo de Castro, a 
relation of mine. He has been at the court of Por- 
tugal almost from his. childhood. He reached 
Madrid last night, and returns to Lisbon to-morrow. 
He can allow me only one day : I wish to make the 
most of the precious moments ; and thought of ask- 
ing you and the marquis de Zenette to make out the 
time agreeably. Thereupon my master and don 
Alexo*s relation embraced heartily, and complimented 
one another in the most extravagant manner. I was 
much pleased with don Pompeyo*s conversation ; it 
shewed both acuteness and solidity. 

They dined with Segiar; and the gentlemen, after 
the desert, amused themselves at play till the theatre 
opened. Then they went all together to the Princess 
House, to see a new tragedy, called The Queen qf 
Carthage, At the end of the piece, they returned 
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40 supper; and their convensatiofi ran flrtt on the 
eomposkion, then upon the actors. As for the work, 
cried don Matthias, I think very lightly of it Eneas 
is a more pious blockhead there than in the Eaeid. 
But it must be owned that the piece was played 
-(liyinely. 'What does signor don Pompeyo think of 
4x1 Hid does not seem to agree -with me. Gentle- 
men^ said the illustrious stranger with a saule, you 
are so enraptured with your actors, and still more 
with your actresses, that I scarcely deure avow my 
dissent That is very prudent, interrupted don 
-Alexo with a sneer, your criticisms would be very ill 
received. You should be tende/ of our actresses 
before the trumpeters of their fame. We carouse 
widi them every day; we warrant them sound in 
their conceptions : we would give vouchers for the 
justness of their expression, if it were necessary. 
No doubt of it, answered his kinsman ; you would 
do the same kind office by their lives and their 
manners, from the^same motives of companionable 
■ feeling. 

Your ladies of the ^sock and -buskin at Lisbon, 
said the marquis de Zenette, laughing^ are doubtless 
far superior? They certainly are, rq)lied don 
Pompeyo. .They are some of them at least perfect 
in their. cast And these, resumed the marquis, 
would be warranted by you in. their conceptions and 
expressions ? I have no personal acquaintance with 
them, rejoined don Pompeyo. I am not of their 
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revels ; and can judge of their merit without.paiti- 
ality. Do you, in good earnest, tliink your company 
first-rate? No really, said the marquis, I thiid^ no 
such thing, and only plead the cause of a few incU- 
▼iduals. I give up all the rest. Will you not allow 
extraordinary powers to the actress who fdayed 
Dido ? Did she not personate that cpieen with the 
dignity, and at the same time with all the bewitching 
charms, calculated to realize our idea of the charac- 
ter ? Could you help admiiing the skill, with whidi 
she seizes on the passions of the spectator, and 
harmonizes their tone to the vibrations she purposes 
to produce? She may be called perfect in the 
exquisite art of declaiming. I agree with you, said 
don Pompeyo, that she can touch the string either of 
terror or of pity: never did any actress <H»ne closer 
to the heart, and the performance is altogether fine; 
but still she is not without ^er defects. Two or 
three things disgusted me in her playing. Would 
she denote surprise? She glances her eyes to and 
fro in a most eiftravagant manner, altogether unbe- 
coming her supposed majesty as a princess. Add 
to this, that in swelling her voice, which is of itself 
sound and mellifluous, she goes out of her natmal 
key, and assumes a harsh ranting tone. Besides, it 
should seem as if she might be suspected, in more 
than one passage, of not very clearly comprehending 
her- author. Yet I would in candour rather suppose 
her wanting in diligence than capacity. 
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As far as I see, said don Matthias to the critic, 
you will never write complimentary odes to Our 
actresses ! Pardon me, answered don Pompeyo. I 
can discover high talent through all their imperfec- 
tioiiS« I must say that I was enchanted with the 
chambermaid in the interlude. What fine natural 
parts! With what grace she treads the stage! Has 
she any thing pointed to deliver? She heightens it 
by an arch smile, with a keen glance and sarcastic 
emphasis, which convey more to the understanding 
than the words to the ear. It might be objected, 
that she sometimes gives too much scope to her ani- 
mal spirits, and exceeds the limits of allowable free- 
dom : but that would be hypercritical. There is one 
bad habit, I should strongly advise her to correct. 
Sometimes, in the very crisis of the action, and in an 
afiecting passage, she bursts in all at once upon the 
interest, with some misplaced jest, to curry favour 
with the mob of barren spectators. The pit, yo^ 
wfll say, is caught by her artifice : that may be well 
for her popularity, but not for their taste. 

And what do you think of the men? interrupted 
the marquis: you must give them no quarter, since 
you have handled the women so roughly. Not so, 
said don Pompeyo. There are some promising 
young actors; and I am particularly well, pleased 
with that corpulent performer who played the part 
of Dido's prime minister. His recitation is unafiec" 
ted, and he declaims just as they do in Portugal. 
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If you can bear such a fellow as that, said Segiar, 
you must be charmed with the representatiye cf 
Eneas. Did not you think him a great, an original 
performer? Very original indeed, answered the 
critic:' his inflections are quite his own; they are as 
shrill as an hautboy. Almost always out of nature, 
he rattles the impressive words of the sentence off 
iiijs tongue, while he labours and lingers on the ex- 
pletives: the poor conjunctions are frightened at 
their own report as they go off. He entertained me 
excessively, and especially when he was expresfong 
in confidence his distress at abandoning the prin- 
cess: never was grief ^more ludicrously depicted. 
Fair, and sofUy, cousin, replied don Alexo; you wiH 
inake us believe at last that good taste is not greatly 
-cultivated at the court of Portugal. Do you know 
that the actor of whom we are speaking is esteemed 
ti phenomenon ? Did you not observe what thunders 
of applause he called down ? He cannot therefore be 
contemptible. That therefore does not {Mrove the 
proposition, replied don Pompeyo. But, gentlemeD, 
let us lay aside, I beseech you, the injudicious snf- 
irages of the pit: they are often given to performers 
very unseasonably. Indeed, their boisterous tokens 
of approbation are more freqiiently bestowed' on 
paltry copies than on original merit, as Phedrus 
teaches us by an ingenious fable. Allow me to 
repeat it as follows. 

The whole population of a city was assembled in 
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a large squate, to see a p&tntomime played. Among 
the performers, there was one whose feats were ap- 
pbtttded every iastant. This buffooO) at the end of 
the entertainment^ wished to close the scene with a 
new deyice. He came alone upon the' stage, stoop- 
ing down, "coyering his head with his mantle, and 
be^;aa counterfeiting the squeak of a pig. He 
acquitted himself so naturally as to be Buspected of 
having the animal itself concealed within the folds 
of his drapery. He stripped, but there was no pig. 
l^e assembly rang with more furious applause than 
ever. A peasant, among the spectators, was dis- 
gusted at this misplaced admiration. Gentlemen, 
exclaimed he, you are in the wrong to be so delighted 
with this buffoon; he is not so good a mimic as you 
take him for. I can enact the pig better; if you 
doubt it, only attend here this time ^-morrow. The 
people, prejudiced in the cause of their favourite, 
collected in greater numbers on the next day, rather 
to hiss the countryman, than to see what he could 
do. The rivals appeared on the stage. The buf- 
foon began, and was more applauded than the day 
before. Then the farmer «tooping down in his turn, 
mth his head wrapped up in his doak, pulled the 
«ar of a real pig under his arm> aikl made it squeal 
most horribly. Yet this enlightened audience per- 
sisted in giving the preference to their favourite, and 
hooted the countryman off the boards, who, pro- 
ducmg the pig before he went, said, Gentlemen, you 

VOL, I. o 
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are not lussing lAe, but the original pig. So mudi 
for your judgment ! 

Cousin, said don AlexOy-^your foble is rtt&er 
satirical. Neyertheless, in spltef of your pig, we will 
not bate .an inch of otif OpiniM. * But let us ehtege 
the subject; liiis is grown threadbare': Then yoii set 
off to-morrow, do what we can to keep yon within 
longer? I should like, answered his'ldnsman, fo 
protract my stiiy with you ; biit it is not in my power. 
I have told you already, that I am come to the court of 
• Spain on an afiair of state. Yesterday, on my arriTal, 
~I had a conference with the prime minister: I am to 
. see him to-morrow morning, and shaH set out imme- 
diately afterwards on my return to Lisbon. You are 
become quite a P<Mrtuguese, observed Segiar, and, to 
all iqppearance, we shall lose you entirely Yren 
-Madrid. I i^taxik otherwise, replied don B<Hnpeyo; 
J have the honour to - stand l^ett • ^th thekingof 
Portugal, and have many motives tyf attachments 
that court. "^Yet wiCh allthe kindness that soverei^ 
has testified towards me, would you believe that I 
have been on the point of quittkghis domiidibtt ibr 
ever? Indeed! -by what strange accident? said the 
marquis. Give us tJie history, I beseech you. Very 
'readily, answered don Pompeyo, and at the same 
time my own; for it is elosely interwoven with tte 
recital for whicli you have called. 
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XJHAPTER VIL 

Histofry <^ don Pampeyo de Castro. 

DoK ALBrXO.kiiowSy that, from my boyish days, 
. my passion i|r«,s fpr a military life. Our own country 
beings at. peace, _I. went into Portugal: thence to 
'Africa with .the duke of Braganza, who gaV0 me a 
commission<. I was a younger brother, with as slen- 
der a provision: as most in Spain; so that my cmly 
chance was -in attracting the notice of the com- 
mander in chief by my bravery. I was so far frcnn 
deficient in my duty, that the duke promoted nie 
step by step, to one of the most honourable posts in 
the service. . • After a long wtur, of which you all know 
the issue, I devoted myself to the court: and thf 
king, on strong testimonials from the general officers, 
rewarded me with a considerable pension. Alive tQ 
i that sovereign's generosity, I lost no opportunity of 
proving my gratitude. by my diligence. I was in 
attendance as oft^n^as etiquette would allow me to 
offer myself to his notice. By this conduct I gained 
, insensibly the.love of that prince, and received new 
favours from hfa hfo^ds. 

One day, when I distinguished myself in running 
.. at the ring, and in a bull-fight preceding it, all the 

o2 
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court extolled my strength and dexterity. On my 
return home, with my'honours'thick upon me^ I found 
there a note, informing me that a lady, my conquert 
over whom ought to flatter me, more than all the 
glory I had gained that day, wished to have the plea- 
sure of my company rand that I had only to attend, 
in the evening, at a place marked out in the letter. 
This was more than all my public triumphs ; and I 
concluded the writer to be a woman of the first qua- 
lity. You may guess that I did not loiter4>y the way. 
An dd woman, in waiting as my guide, conducted 
me by a little garden-gate into a 'large house, -and 
left me in an elegant closet/saying: Stay here; I^wfll 
acquaint my mistress with your arrival, i observed 
a great many articles of value in the "closet, which 
was magnificently illuminated; but this splendour 
only caught my attention, as confirming me in my 
previous opinion of the lady's ^igh rank. If appear- 
ances strengthened that conjecture, her noble and 
majestic air on her entrance left no doubt on any 
mind. Y^ I was a little out in my csAealation. 

Noble sir, said she, after <the* step I have taken in 
your favour, it were impertinent to disown my par- 
tiality. YouT%riiliant actions of to-day, in presence 
of the>30urt, were ^ot the inspirers of my sentiments ; 
they only urge forward ttus avowal. 4 have seen 
you more than once ; have enquired into your cha- 
racter, and the result has determined me to follow 
the impulse of my heart. But do not suppose that 
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you are well mth a duehess*. I aia but a widow of 
a captain inthe king's guards: yet there is something 

to throw a radiance round your victory, the 

preference you have gained over one of the first 
noblemen in the kingdom. The duke d'Almeyda 
loves- me,. and presses his suit with ardour, yet with- 
out success. My vanity only induces- me to bear 
his importunities.. 

Though I saw plainly, by this address, that I had 
got in with a coqi^t, my presiding star was not a 
whit outof my good. graces for involving me in this 
adventure A Donna. Hortensia, for that was the lady's 
name, was just in the ripeness and luxuriance of 
youth and dazzling beauty. Nay more, she had. 
refused the possession of her heart to the earnest 
entreaties of a duke, and offered it unsolicited to me. 
What a feather in the cap of a Spanish cavalier I I 
prostrated myself at Hortensia's feet, to thank her 
for her favours. I talked just as a man of gallantry 
always does talk, and she had reason to be satisfied 
with the- extravagance of my acknowledgments.. 
Thus we parted the best friends in the world, on the 
terms of meeting every evening when the duke d* 
Almeyda was prevented from coming; and she pro- 
npised to give me due notice of his absence. The 
basg)dn was exactly fulfilled, and I was turned into 
the Adonis, of this new Venus* 
* But the pleasures of this life are. transitory^ With 
all the lady's- precautions to conceal our private 
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treaty of commerce from my rival, he found means 
of gaining a knowledge, of which it concerned u& 
greatly to keep him ignorant: a disloyal chamher- 
maid divulged the state secret. This nobleman, 
naturally generous, but proud, self-sufficient and 
violent, was exasperated at my presumption. Anger 
and jealousy set him beside himself. Taking coun- 
sel only with his rage, he resolved on an infamous 
revenge. One night when I was with Hortensia, he 
waylaid me at the little garden gate, with all his ser- 
vants provided with cudgels. As soon as I came 
out, he ordered me to be seized, and beat to death 
by these wretches. Lay on, said he, let the rash in- 
truder give up the ghost under your chastisement ; 
thus shall his insolence be punished. No sooner 
had he finished these words^ than his m3rrmidons 
assaulted me in a body, and gave me such a beatings 
as to stretch me senseless on the ground: after which 
they hurried off with their master, to whom this 
butchery had been a* delicious pastime. I lay the 
remainder of the night, just as they had left me. At 
d|iy-break, some people passed by, who, fizMting that 
life was still in me, had the humanity to carry me to 
a surgeon. Fortunately my wounds were Aot mor- 
tal; and, falling into skilful hands, I was perfectly 
cured in two months. At the end of that period I 
made my appearance again at court, and resumed 
my former way of life, except that I steered clear of 
Hortensia, who on her part made no. further attempt 



OIL BLAS« 295 

to renew. the acquaintaace, because the duke, on that 
condition, had pardoned her infidelity. 

As my adventure was the town t^lk, and I was 
known to be no coward^ people were astonished to 
s.ee me as q^iet as if I had received no affront; for 
I kept my .thovghts to myself, and seemed to have 
no quarrel with any man living. No one knew what 
to think of my counterfeited insensibility. Some 
imagined thjail;, in ^pite of my courage, the rank of 
the s^gite^spr oyerawed me, and occasioned my 
tacit submission. Others, with more reason, mis^ 
trusted my silence, and considered my inoffensive 
demeanour as a cover to my revenge. The king was 
of opinion, with these last, that I was not a man to 
put up with fin insult, ai^d that I should not be want^ 
ixkg to myself at a convenient opportunity. To dis- 
cover my real intentions, he sent for me one day into 
hii| closet, .where he said : Don Pompeyo, I know 
what accident h$is befallen youy and am surprised, I 
own> jat yoi^F forbefurance. You- are certainly acting 
a part, ^^^e^ fbi^swered I, how can I know whom to 
challenge? . I. was attacked in the night by persons 
unknown ; it i^t % inisfoitune of which I must make 
the best. No, np| replied the king, I am not to be 
duped by these evasive answers. The whole story 
has reached/my ears» . The duke d'Almeyda has 
touched your honour to the quick.. You are nobly 
bom and a Castilian: I know what that double 
character requires. You cherish hostile designs. 
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Admit me a party to your purposes; it must be so. 
Never fear the consequences of making me yoiat- 
confident. 

' Since your majesty commands it^ resumed I, my 
sentiments shall be laid open without reserye. Yes, 
sir, I meditate a severe retribution. Every man, 
wearing such a name as mine, must account for its- 
untarnished lustre with his family^ You know the" 
unworthy treatment I bavo experienced; and I pur- 
pose assassinating the duke d'Almeyda, as a mode 
of revenge eorrespondent- to the injury. I shall 
plunge a dagger in his bosom, or shoot him through 
the head, and escape, if I can, inta Spain. This i» 
my design-. 

It is violent, said the king: and yet I have* little 
to say against it, after the provocation which the 
duke d*Almeyda has given you. He is worthy of 
the punishment you destine for him. But do not be 
in a hurry with your project. Leave me to devise a 
method of bringing you together again as friends. 
Oh! sir, exclaimed I with vexation, why did you ex- 
tort my secret from me? What expedient can 

If mine is not to your satisfaction, interrupted he, 
you may execute your first intention. I do not mean 
to abuse your confidence. I shall not implicate your 
honour; so rest contented on that head. 

I was greatly puzzled to guess by what means 
the king designed to terminate this affair amicably: 
but thus it was. He sent to speak witb the duke d' 
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Almeyda in private*. Duke^ said he^ you have in- 
sulted don Pompeyo de Castro. You ate not ignoT 
rant that h&isv a man. of noble biith, a -soldier who 
has served withcredit^ and stands high in my favour* 
You owe him reparation. I am not of a temper to 
refuse it, answered the duke. If he complains of 
my outrageous behaviour, I am ready to justify it by 
the law of arms. Something very different must be 
done,.jeplied the king: a Spanish gentleman under- 
stands the point of honour too well, to fight on equal 
terms with a cowardly assassin. I can use no 
milder term; and you can only atone for the hein- 
ousness of your conduct^ by presenting a cane in 
person to. your, antagonist, and offering to submit 
3f0ur8elL to. its discipline. Oh heaven ! exclaimed 
the duke: what! sir, would you have a man of my 
tank degrade, debase himself before a simple ^enr 
tleman, and submit to be caned! No, replied th^ 
monarch, I will oblige don Pompeyo to promise not 
to touch, you. Only offer him the cane, and ask his 
pardon: that is all I require from you. And that is 
too much, sir, interrupted the duke d'Almeyda^wamx- 
ly: I had rather remain exposed, to all.the.sejcret 
machinations of his resentment.. Youi: lifq is dear 
to me, said the king; and..! ahonld wish this affair 
to have no bad ponsequences. To terminate it with 
.les^ disgust to yourself, I will be the only witness of / 
the satisfaction, which I order you .to offer to th^ ^ 
Spaniard. 

o 5^ 
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The king was obliged to stretch his influence over 
the duke to the utmost, before he could induce him 
to so mortifying a step. However, the peremptory 
monarch effected his purpose; and then sent for me. 
He related the particulars of his conversation with 
my enemy, and enquired if I should be content with 
the stipulated reparation. I ' answered, yes : and 
gave my word that, far from striking the offender, I 
would not even accept the cane, when he presented 
it. With this understanding,' the dtike and myself 
at a certain hour attended the king, who took us into 
his closet. Come,. said he to the duke, acknowledge 
your fault, and deserve to be forgiven by the humil- 
ity of your contiition. Hien my antagonist made 
his apology, and offered me the cane in his hand. 
Don Pompeyo, said the monarch unexpectedly, take 
the cane, and let not my presence prevent you from 
ddng justice ta your outraged honour. I release 
you from your promise not to strike the duke. No> 
sir, answered I, it is enough that he has submitted 
to the indignity of the offer: an offended Spaniaid 
asks no more. Well then ! replied the king, since 
yOu are content with this satisfaction, you may both 
of you at once assume the privilege of a gentlemanly 
quarrel. Measure your swords, and discuss the 
question honourably. It is what I most ardently 
desire, ekclaimed the duke d-Almeydain a menacing 
tone) for that only is competent to make me amendi 
for the disgraceful step I have taken. 
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With theise words, he went away full of rage and 
shame; and sent to tell me, two hours after, that he 
was waiting for mt in a retired place. I kept the 
appointment, and found this nobleman ready to fight 
lustily. He was not five and forty ; deficient neither 
in. courage nor in skill: so that the match was fair 
and equal. Come oit> don Fompeyo^ said he, let 
us terminate our difference h^re. Our hostility ought 
to ][>e reciprocally mortal; yours, for i^y aggression, 
and mine,, for bafing asked your pardcm. These 
words we;re ho sooner out of his mouth^f th^. he drew 
upon me so sudd^y, that I had no time tp reply. 
He pressed very dosely upon me at &n% -but I had 
the good fortune to put by aU his thrusts. ^ I acted 
OB the offensive in my turn:. the ^ncou^ter was evi- 
dently, with, a man equally skilled in defence or in 
attack; .apd there is no knowifig what might have 
been the isstie, if he had'^t Qiade a, false step in 
retiring, and &llen backwards. I ^pd still imme* 
diately, and said to the. duke, Recover yourself. 
Why give me atiy quarter? he answered. Your for- 
bearance only, aggravates my disgrace. I will not 
take advantage of an accident, ]:;eplied Ir it. would 
only tarxiish my glory. . On^e morpi recover yourself, 
and let US %ht it out.. ' 

Don Pompeyo, said he rising, after this act of 
generosity, honour allowame not to renew die. attack 
Upon you. What would the world say of me, were 
I to wound you mortally? I should be branded as a 
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coward for having munfereda man^ at whose mercy 
I had just before lain prostrate. I cannot- therefore 
again lift my arm against your-Mfe, and I foel my 
resentful passions subsiding into the sweet emotions 
of gratitude. Don Pompeyo, let us mutually lay 
aside our hatred. Let us go still further; let us- be 
friends. Ah I my lord, exclaimed I, so flatt^nng a 
proposal I joyfully accept I proffer you my sincere 
friendship; and, as an earnest, promise never n^ore 
to approach donner Hortensia, though- she herself 
should invite me. It is my duty, said he, to yield 
that lady to you. Justice requires me to give her up; 
since her aflfections are yours already. No, no, 
interrupted I; you love her. Her partiality in my 
favour would give you uneasiness : I sacrifice my own 
pleasures to your peace. Ah I too generous Castilian, 
replied the duke, embracing me, your sentiments 
are truly noble. With what remorse do they strike 
me ! Grieved- and ashamed, I look back on the outr 
rage you have sustained. The separation, in the 
king's chamber se^ns^ now too^triikig. A, better 
recompence awaits you# To obliterate all remem* 
brance- of your shame, take one of my nieces, whose 
hand is. at my disposal. She- is a rich heiress, not 
fifteen, with beauty beypnd the attractiona of jnere 
youth. 

I made my acknowledgments to> the duke in 
terms, such as the high honour of his alUance might 
suggest, and married his niece a few days afterwards. 
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All the court oompliinented this nobleman on having 
made such generous amends to an insulted rival; and 
my friends took part in my joy at the happy issue of 
an adventure, which might have led to the most me- 
lancholy consequences. From this time, gentlemen, 
-I have lived happily at Lisbon. I am the idol of my 
wife, and have not sunk the lover in the husband. 
The duke d'Almeyda gives^me new proof&of friend- 
ship every day ; and I may venture ta boast of stand- 
ing high in the king of Portugal's good graces. The 
in^K)itance of my errand hither sufficiently assures 
me^ his confidence. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

An accident^ in consequence of which Gil Bkis was 
obliged to look out for another plcLce, 

Such was don Pompeyo's story^ which don Alexo's 
Aervant and myself oyerheard, though We were pru- 
dently sent away before he began his recital. 
Instead of withdrawing, we skulked behind the door, 
which we had left half open, and from that station 
we did not miss a word. After this, the company 
went on drinking; but they did not prolong their 
carousals till the morning, because don Pompeyo, 
who was to speak with the prime minister, wished 
for a litde rest beforehand. The marquis de Zenette 
and my master took a cordial leave of the stranger, 
and left him with his kinsman. 

We went to bed for once before daybreak; and 
don Matthias, when he awoke, invested me with a 
new office. Oil Bias, said he, take pen, ink, and 
paper, and write two or three letters as I shall dic- 
tate: you shall henceforth be my secretary. Wett 
and good! said I to myself, a plurality of functions. 
As footman, I follow my master's heels; as valet-de- 
chambre, I help him to dress; and write for him as 
bis secretary. Heaven be praised for my apotheosis! 
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like the triple Hecate of the Pantheon, I am to 
enact three different characters at the irame time. 
Can you guess my intention? continued hd. Thus 
it is: but take care what you are about; your life may 
depend on it. As I am continually meeting with 
fellows, who boast of their success among the women, 
I mean, by way of getting the upper hand, to fill my 
pockets with fictitious love-letters, and read them in 
company. It will be amusing enough.- ' Happier 
than my Competitors, Who make conquei^ duly for 
the pleasure of theVoast, I shall take the credit of 
intrigue, and spare myself the labour. But vary 
your writing, so that the manufacture mficy not be 
detected by the sameness of the hand. ' ' 

I then sat down to comply with the c(»nmands of 
don Matthias, who first dictated a tender ejpistle to 
&is tune: You did not keep your pi^ofhise to-nigki. 
Ah ! don Matthias, how wUl you exculpate yourself? 
My error was a cruel one ! But you punikhme deserv^ 
ecUyJbr my vanity/ in fancying that iusiness and 
amusement were all to give way, be/are ihe^pleasure 
of seeing' d&ifihii Clara db Mendoia .^ Aftet this pretty 
not^^ he made m^ write another, as if "frblSv a lady 
who sacrificed a prince to him; and then a third, 
whose fair writer ofiered, if she could rely on his dis^ 
eretiott, to embark with him for the shores of Cythe* 
rean enchantment. It was not endugh to dictate 

tiiese love^sick Strains ; he forced me to Subscribe 

• ... 

them with the-m^st high-flying namei^ in Misidrid. I 
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eould not forbear hinting at some little hazard in alF 
this: but he begged me to keep my sage counsels till 
they were called for. I was obliged to hold my 
tongue, and dbpatch his orders out of hand. That 
done, he got up, and dressed with my assistance. 
The letters were put into his pocket, and out he went 
I followed him to dinner with don Juan de Moncade, 
who entertained five or six gentlemen of his acquaint- 
ance that day. 

There was. a. grand set-out; and mirth, the best 
relish, was not. wanting to the banquet. All the 
guests contributed to miliven the conversation, some 
by wit and humour, othei'Stby anecdotes of which 
the relators were the heroes. My master would not 
lose so fine an opportunity of bringing our joint per- 
formances to bear.. He read them audibly, and 
with so much assurance, that probably the whole 
party, with the exception of his secretary, was taken 
in by the device. Among the company, before 
whom tbia trick was so impudently played ofi*, there 
was one. pesson,^by name don Lope de Velasco. 
This person, a very grave don, instead of making 
faimself merry like the rest with the fictitious triumphs 
of the reader, asked him coolly if the conquest of 
donna Clara had been achieved with any great diffi- 
culty ? Lesfr than the least, answered don Matthias; 
the advances were all on her side. She saw me in 
public^ and took a fancy to my person. A scout 
was commissioned to follow me, and thus she got at 
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my name and condition. She wrote to me, and gave^ 
me an appointment at an houf of the night when .the 
bouse was sure to be quiet. I was true as the needte; 

to the pole; her bedchamber was the place But 

prudence and delicacy forbid my describing what 
passed there. 

. At this instance of tender regard for the lady's^ 
character, signer de Velasco betrayed some very 
passionate workings in his countenance. It wag; 
easy to see the interest he took in the subject All 
tliese letters, said he to. my master, looking at him 
¥dth an eye of indignation and' contempt, ace infa- 
mous forgeries, and above all that which you boast 
of having received from donna Clara de Mendoza.. 
There is not in all Spain a more modest young crea- 
ture than herself. For these two years, a gentleman, 
at least your equal in birth and personal merit, has 
been trying every< method of insinuating himself into> 
her heart. Scarcely have his assiduities extorted the 
slightest encouragement :- but yet he may flatter him-^ 
self that, if any thing beyond common civility Hadr 
been granted at all, it would have been to him onlyv 
Well! Who says to the contrary?' interrupted don 
Matthias in a bantering way. I agree with you, that 
the lady is a very pretty behaved young lady* Oo; 
my part, I am a very pretty behaved young gentle* 
man. £rgo you may rest assured that nothing took 
place between * us, but what was pretty and well* 
behaved. Indeed! This is too much, interrupted 
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don Lope in his turn; let us lay aside this unseason- 
able jesting. You are an impostor. Donna Clara 
never gare you an appointment by night. Her re- 
putation shall not be blackened by your ribaldry. 
But prudence and delicacy forbid my describing 
what must pass between you and me. With this 
retort on his lips, he looked contemptuously round, 
and withdrew with a menacing aspect, which antici- 
pated serious consequences to my judgment. My 
master, whose courage was better than his cause, 
held the threats of don Lope in derision. A block- 
head I exclaimed he, bursting into a loud fit of laugh- 
ter. ' Our 'knights-errant used to tilt for. the beauty 
of their mistresses; this fellow would engage in the 
lists for the forlorn hope of virtue in hia : he is more 
ridiculous than his prototypes. 

Velasco's retiring, in vain opposed by Moncade, 
occasioned no interruption to the merriment. The 
party, without thinking further about it, kept the ball 
up briskly, and did not part till they hadmade free 
with the next day. We went to bed, that is, my 
master tod myself, about five o'clock in the morning. 
Sleep sat heavy on my eyeUds, and, as I thought, 
was taking permanent possession, thereof : but I reck- 
oned without my host; or rather without our porter,' 
who came and waked me in an hour, to say that 
there was a lad enquiring for me at the doon. Oh i 
thou infernal porter, muttered I indistinctly, through 
the interstices of a long yawn, do you consider that 
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I have but now got to bed ? Tell the little rascal that 
I am just asleep : he must come again by and by. 
He insists^ replied Cerberus^ on speaking with you 
instantly; his business cannot wait. As that was 
the case, I got up; put on nothing but my breechei^ 
and doublet, and went down stairs, swearing and 
gaping. My friend, said I, be so good h& to let me 
know what urgent affair procures me the honour of 
seeing you so early ? I have a letter, answered he, to 
deliver personally into the hands of signor don 
Matthias, to be read by him without loss of time; 
it is of the last consequence to him : pray shew me 
into his room. As I thought the matter looked seri* 
ous, I took the liberty of disturbing my master. 
Excuse me, said I, for waking you; but the pressing 

nature What do you want ? interr^^ptedhe, just 

in my style with the porter. Sir, said the lad who 
was at my elbow, here is a letter from don Lope de 
Velasco. Don Matthias looked at ^e cover, broke 
it ; and after reading the contents, said ^o the mes-: 
senger of don Lope : My good fellow, I never get up 
before noon, let the party be ever so t^eeable; 
judge whether i can be expected to be stirring by six* 
in the morning, for a small-sword recreation. You 
may tell your master, that if he chooses to kick his 
heels at the spot till half past twelve, we will come- 
and see how he looks there : carry him that answer. 
With this flippant speech, he plunged down snugly 
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under the bed-clothes, and fell fast asleep again as 
if nothing had happened. 

Between eleven and twelve, he got up and dressed 
himself with the utmost composure ; and went out, 
telling me that there was no occasion for my attend- 
ance : but I was too much on the tenterhooks about 
the result, to mind his orders. I sneaked after him 
to Saint Jerome's meadow, where I saw- don Lope, 
de Velasco waiting for him. I took my station to 
watch them ; and was an eye-witness to all the cir- 
cumstances^of their rencountex. They saluted, and 
began their fierce debate without delay. The en- 
gagement lasted long. They exchanged thrusts 
alternately, with equal skill and mettle. The victory,, 
however^ was on the side of don Lope : he ran my 
master through, laid him helpless on the ground, 
and made hi» escape, with apparent satisfaction at 
this severe reprisal. I ran up to the unfortunate 
don Matthias ; and found him in a most desperate 
situation. The sight melted me. I could not help 
weeping at a catastrophe^ to which I had. been an 
involuntary contributor. Nevertheless, with all my 
sympathy, I had still my little wits about me. 
Home went I in a hurry, without saying a word. I 
made up a bundle of my own goods- and chattels, 
iaadvertently slipping in some odd articles belonging 
to my. master : and when I had deposited this with 
the barber, where my dress as a fine gentleman was 
stUl lodged, I published the news of the fatal acd- 
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dent. Any gaper might have it for the trouble of 
listening ; and above all I took care to make Rodri- 
guez acquainted with it. He would have been ex- 
tremely afflicted^ but that his own proceedings in 
"this delicate case required all his attention. He 
called the servants togefher, ordered them to follow 
him, and we went all together to Saint Jerome's 
meadow. Don Matthias ivas taken up ahve, but he 
died three hours after he was brought home. Hus 
ended the life of signer don Matthias de Silva, only 
for having taken a fancy to reading supposititious 
love-letters unseasonably. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

•A new service f after the death of dan Matthias de 

Silva, 

SoMB days after the faneral, the establishment 
was paid up and discharged. I fixed my head- 
quarters with the little barber; in a yery close con- 
nection with whom I began to live. It seemed to 
promise more pleasure than with Melendez. As I 
was in no want of money, it was time enough to 
think of another place : besides, I had got to be 
rather nice on that head. I would not go into ser- 
vice any more, but in families above the vulgar. In 
short, I was determined to enquire very strictly into 
the character of a new place. The best would not 
be too good ; such high pretensions did the late valet 
of a young nobleman think himself entitled to assume 
above the common herd of servants. 

Waiting till fortune should throw a situation in 
my way, worthy to be honoured by my acceptance, 
I thought I could not do better than to devote my 
leisure to my charming Laura, whom I had not seen 
since the pleasant occurrence of our double dis- 
covery, r could not venture on dressing as don 
Ceesar de Ribera ; it would have been an act of mad- 
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nesg to have ttsaamed that style, but as a disguise. 
.Besides that my own suit was not much out of con- 
dition, all smaller articles had propagated miracu- 
lously in the aforesaid Imndle. I made myself up 
therefore, with the basher's aid, as a sort of middfe 
man between don Gsesar and Gil Bias. In this 
demy-character, I knocked at Arsema*s door. 
■ Laura was alone in the parlour where we had met 
last. Ahl is it you, cried she, as soon as- she saw 
me ; I thon^t you wete lost You have iiad leare 
to come and bee me for this week: but it seems you 
are modest, xad . do not presume too much on your 
Hcense. 

I made my apology on the score of my master's 
death, with my own engagements consequent there- 
. upon ; and I added in ^e spirit of gallantry, : that 
>in my greatest perplexities, my lovely Laura had 
4dways been foremost in my thoughts. That being 
so, said she, I have no more reproaches to make ; 
and I will frankly own that I have thought of you. 
. As soon as I was acquainted with the untimely end 
of don Matthias, a plan occurred to me, probably 
not quite displeasing to you. I have heard my mis- 
tress say some time ago, that she want^ a sort of 
man of business ; a good arithmetician, to keep an 
exact account of our outgoings. I fixed my afiEec- 
■ti<ms on your lordship ; you seem exactly calculated 
for such an office. I feel myself, answered I, a 
.ateward by inspiration. I have read all that Aristotle 
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has Written on finance ; and as for reducing it. to llie 
modem system of book-keeping...... But, my dear 

girl, there is one impediment in ^the way. . What im- 
pediment? said Laura, i have sw<^m, replied I, 
never again to live with a^cdrnmoner : I have sworn 
by Styx, or something else as binding. If Jupiter 
could not burst the links of such 'an oath, judge 
whether a poor servant ought not to biB bound by it. 
What do you mean by a commoner ? rejcAned the 
impetuous abigail : for what do you take us actresses? 
Do you take us for the ribs of ,the limbs of the law? 
for attorney's wives ? I would have you to know, my 
friend, that actresses rank with the first nobility; 
being only common to fheuncommon, wad liierefore 
though common, uncommonly illustrious. 

On that footing, my uncommon 'commoner, said I, 
the post *you>have destined for me is mine : I shall 
not lower my dignity by accepltng it. No, to be 
sure, said she: backwards and foifwards between a 
puppy of fashion, and a she-wolf of the stage; why 
it is exactly preserving an equilibrium of >rank in the 
'Creation. We are sympathetic animab, just on a 
level wiCh "the people of quality. We have our equi- 
pages in the same stylCi; we give our little suppers 
on the same scale ; and on the broad ground we are 
just of as much use in civil society. In ^t, to draw 
a parallel between a marquis and a player through 
the space of four and twenty hours, they are ji|st.on 
a par. The marquis, for three-fourths of the time. 
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Wlks laboye: the i^yer by politieal cburteBf and' 
si|fii»i»iiee ; dit'player, during hb hmnr on the 8li^»- 
OYevK^ .the marquis in the part of air emperor or a- 
kiog^ iwhich he better: knows >how te^imact Thtiv 
there seems to be a balaace betvueeiK'natinrU <ani 
politioiA nobility^ which {dacesius at least on a level 
with the live lumber of ^ court. Yestruly, replied^ 
I^ you' ace a match for one another^ ihere> is no gaui^ * 
sayiugp it. Bless th^r dear heavtff ! ' the players iaitt? 
not men of straw, as .1 foolishly :belieVed> and7ein> 
haye made my mouth water to serre sueh* a worship' 
iul frati^nity. ' Well then;! resumed ehe^ you hasre' 
only to sGome back again in two days. That tune^ 
will be sufficient to inoline my mistrem in ^out 
favourc I wll apeak up foryou. Sheri»>alittte undiff> 
my ^mflutece ; I do not feiar bringing you' under, thip 
roof. 

I thanked Laura f(Nr ihor -good dispositionB. My 
gratitude took the readiest way to prove itaelf td'her 
comprisbeusion; and my taider:AriUiii^ exprestted^ 
mcnre than worcbs^ . We had a pretty rlong.couTefrsa'^r 
tion together^ and it mi^ihaye^lastcdiill this tine^- 
if a little eloping feUow had mot come to tell my 
nymph of the side scenes that AnBemawas! enquiring.' 
for her. We parted. ' I left the htesey'inihe' sweet- 
hope of #ocm living there sGdt^fireei^aiid^focewsis 
shown upa^n atthe door in two. days. I was 
looking tout'for.^you^' said my aceomplidtedtieoiil^ fto * 

VOL. I. p 
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assure you tbat.you are a messmate at this h6ii§d»' 
Comei follow me ; I will introduce you to miy -mis-*^ 
Iress. At these words^ she led me into a suite of 
five or six rooms on a floor, in a regular gradation 
of costly furniture and tasteful equipment. 

•"^^at luxury! What magnificence! I thought 
myself in presence of ayice-queen, or, to inend the 
poverty of the comparison^ in a fairy palace, where 
all the riches of :iiie ealrtii were collectc^d. In fact,- 
tlierefwere the productions of many, people and of 
many oountries^ so that one might describe this re- 
sidence as the temple of a goddess, whiUier every ' 
traveller brought some rare product of hia native 
land^ asta votive offering. The divinity was reclining^ 
on a voluptuous satin sofa: she was lovely in my 
eyes, and pampered with the fumes of daily sacri- 
fices. She was in a tempting dishabille, and. her 
polished hands were elegantly busy about a new 
head-dress fbr'her appearance that evening. Madam,' 
Md the abigailyheire is that -said steward; take my 
word for it, you will never get one more to your, 
liking. Arsdnia looked at me very inquisitively, and 
did not find me disagreeable. Why this is some- 
thing, Laura> "cried she ; a very smart youth truly: I 
foresee that we shalLdo very well together. . 'Then 
directing her discourse to me, Young man, added 
she,' you suit ^me tc an hfdr, and I have only one 
observation to make : you will be pleased with me. 
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if I am 60 with you. I answered that I should do 
my utmost to serve her to her heart's content As 
I Ibund that the bargain was struck^ I went immedi« 
ately to fetch in tny own little accommodations, and 
returned to take formal possession. 
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CHAPTER X. 

• ■ 

Much iuch another as the foregoing. 

It was near the time of the doors opening. My 
mistress told me to attend her to the theatre with 
Laura. We went into her dressing-^room, where she 
threw off her ordinary attire, and assumed a more 
splendid costume for the stage. When the perform- 
ance hegan, Laura shewed me the way, and seated 
herself by my side where I could see and hear the 
actors to advantage. They disgusted me for the 
most part, doubtless because don Pompeyo had 
prejudiced me against them. Several of them were 
loudly applauded ; but the fable of the pig would 
now and then come across my mind. 

Laura told me the names of the actors and ac- 
tresses, as they made their entrances. Nor did she 
stop diere; for the hussy gave some highly-teasoned 
anecdotes into the bargam. Her characters were, 
crack-brain for this, impertinent fellow for that. 
That delicate sample of sin, who depends on her 
wantonness for her attractions, goes by the name of 
Rosarda : a bad speculation for the company ! She 
Ought to be sent with the next cargo to New Spain: 
she may answer the purpose of the viceroy. Take 
particular notice of that brilliant star now coming 
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foiwsurd; thai ma^ficeot, setting Bao, moreaBkig in 
bulk sui its Ares b^o^ie less Tiyid% Thatis Casildsu 
I£ ff om that difttaat d».f ivhea »he first laid hecself 
open; to her loyers^ she had required from oaeh of 
theQL a brick to build a pyramid, like an awsient 
Egyptian prineespi^ the edifice by this time Wiould 
luiyQ ppuQted to die thi|d heaven. In short^^ Laiuca 
tore* all, charadier to pieces by her 8<;andal. HeaTea 
fitwgive her wicked, tongue I She blasphemed -l^er 
OWL mistress^ 

And jf^,l must onr^ my weakness. I wae in h)«e 
with the wepich^ tbijug^ her morals were not stsictly 
pure. She scandalized with so winning a raaligniiy;, 
that one Ijked. ber the better ft>r it Off went the 
jill-flirt between the acts, to see if Arsenia wanted 
bet : but ifistead of conung straight back to her 
plaGe, she ainiiAed herself behind the scenes, in 
h^png herself 9»t for. the little fialiteries of eJl the 
wbeedling fcUows.. \ dpgged her Qivce> aoxl fomul 
Ibiit she had e very Ifirge acquaintance. N(^ le«f( 
than three pliQ^ra did I reckon up» who st(^p|>jed tQ 
chat with h^.one after the other, and they seemed 
.to ttiQ to , b^ on a very, in^ovable footii^. This wa<i 
liQt quite: iso: Well; and, for the first time ia my li£e> 
I fsit what jealousy was. I returned to my seat so 
iabaeuit and out of spirits, that Laura remarked itajs 
eoon as .shc^ came back to me. . What is the patter^ 
Gil Bias? lAiid she with astonishment: what blue 
devil has perched upon your shoulder in my ab<- 
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■enoe ? Tou look gloomy and out of temper. My 
fairy queen^ answered I, it is not without reason; 
you have an ugly kick In. your g^op. I have 
observed you with the ptayers.* . . . . So^ so 1' An 
admirable subject for- a long faee> interrupted she 
with a laugh. What I That is your trouble, is it? 
Why really ! You are a very silly swain : but you 
will get better notions among us. You will fiall by 
degrees into our easy manners. No jealousy, my 
dear creature : you will be completely laugh^ out 
of it in the theatrical world. The passion is scarcely 
known there. Fathers, husbands, brothers, undev, 
and cousins, are all upon a Uberal plan of commu- 
tiity, and often make a fitrange jumblo of relation^ 
ships. 

After having warned me to take no umbrage^ but 
to look at every thing like a philos<^hical spectator, 
she vowed that I was the happy mortal, who had 
found Ae way to her heart. She- then declared th^ 
she should love me always, aind only me. ^ On this 
assurance, which a man might have doubted without 
criminal scepticism, I promised her not to be alarmed 
any more,* and kept my word. I saw her, on that 
Yery evenings whisper abd giggle with more men 
than one. At the end of the play, we returned home 
with our mistress, whither Florimonde came sooa 
•after to supper with three old noblemen and a 
player. Besides Laura and myself, the establish^ 
ment consisted of a cook-maid^ a coachma^i and a 
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.litde footboy. We all laboured in our respeetiye 
iYOcations* > The lady of the frying-pan, no less an 
1 adept than dame Jacintha, was assisted in her cook- 
. ery by the coachman. The waiting-woman and the 
. little footboy laid the cloth, . and I set out the side- 
board, magnificently furnished with plate, offered 
.up at the shrine of our green-room goddess. There 
%was every yarieiy of wines; and I played the cup- 
. bearer, to shew my mistress the versatility of my 
\ talents. I sweated at the impudence of the actresses 
. during supper : they gave themselves quality airs, 
. and. affected the tone of high life. Far from giving 
their guests all their style and titles, they did not 
^ei^en vouchsafe a simple '' Your lordship;" but called 
^'.them< familiaxly by their proper names. To be sure, 
\the old fools encouraged their vanity, by forgetting 
.their own distancct The player, for his part, in the 
• habits of the bennc cast, lived on equcd terms wiA 
.them:: he; challenged them to drink, and in every 
respect took the upper hand. In good truth, said I 
. ts^ myself, while: Laura was demonstrating the equa- 
lity of the marquis and the comedian during the 
day, she .might have drawn a. still stronger inference 
.for the nighty since they pass it so merrily in drink- 
.ing together, 

Arsenia ^and Florimonde were naturally frolic* 
flome. . A thousand broad hints escaped them, 
intermingled with small favours, and then acoquet- 
.tish revolt at. their own freedom, which were all 
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MMmed eaatAf Id Ae taafe of thesrcMnmieM. 
.While Biy mistreia wbb cMerfMnmg one of ttem 
-mdi ft little h a nnl esg toying, her friend, beUroen tiie 
«lher eldeiBy.hftd not taken the cue of Susanna. 
While I YfBs.'OontettiplatiBg this i^ctare, iR^ich had 
but too many attractions for a knowing you& lice 
me, the .desert was hronght in. Then I set llie 
bottles and glasses on the table, and mdde my 
escape, to sup with Loara, "wko >wa8 waiting for me. 
iiownow 1 .€til Blas^ saad she, what- do you Aiidc ef 
those jioUemenabove staivs ? Doubtless, answered 
I, they ate deeply smitten >with Amenkt and nori^ 
monde. No, replied she, Aey^aitfe old senwafiits 
who hang ^ut our sex "widbeiit any partieiAur 
attachment ML liiey ask is dome httle fAyfiok^ 
compliance ; said they are genevons eaoagh ^ piay 
weH for the least isoAe 4>f amorous endMrment. 
Heaven be praised^ Fkrimoade aad: my mfetpess 
.«m at present withoitt any serious engagMaetfttT: I 
laean that they have no hui^«nd-like lo^p^^^, Ullb 
expect to engross ail die pleasures of a hoiftey 19^ 
eaasie they stand to the expences. For tkf pait» I 
am ^ferj gtad of it; and matntaiii Asit a tensSMb 
i^oman of the world ought to defuse aH snoh miono* 
polies. Why take a master ? It is better ^ support 
an establishment by retail trade, thMm to <Kmfine 
one's self to <^amber ptadiiee en such terms. 

When Laur8L*s tongue ?^as wound Up, aXkl if "Ms 
seldomi down, words seemed t» oest her n<3thiBf . 
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What a glorious yolubility ! She told a thousand 
stories of the actresses belonging to the prince's 
company ; and I gathered from her whole drift, that 
I could not be better situated to take a sctendfie 
view of the cardinal yices. Unfortunately I was at 
an age, when they inspire but little horror ; and this 
abigail had the art of Ci^ouriilg het corruptioni so 
lusciously, as to hide their defbrmittet and heighten 
their meretricious lure. She had not tiifie to open 
the tenth part of her theatrical budget; for she did 
aot talk more than diree hours. The senators and 
the player went away wi& Floritnonde, whoin they 
aawsaf&homd. . 

When they were gone, my mistress said to me ; 
Here, Oil Bias, aire tcai pistoles to go to market to-- 
morrow. Five or six of our gentlemen and ladies 
lure to dine here : take care that we are well served. 
M^idAm, answered I, with this sum tl^re shall be a 
banquet for the whole troop. My friend^ replied 
Arse&ia, correet your phraseologQr;; you must say 
company, not troop« A tsoop of rdbbers, a troop of 
beggars, a tioop of authors ; but a comptoy of co*» 
medians; espec^y when you harYe to mention. the 
actor» of IVIadrid. I begged my mistress's pardon 
for having used so disrespectfol a termt and en- 
treated her to etouse my igaoranfie. I proteirted 
tiiat henceforward, when I spoke collectiyely of so 
august a body, I would always say- the company^ 

f5 
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CHAPTER XT. 
A theatrical Ufe^ and an author's l^e. 

I TOOK the field the next morning, to open my 
campaign as steward. It was a fisb day ; for which 
reason I bought some good. &t chickens, rabbity 
partridges, and every variety of game. As the gen- 
tlemen of the sock and buskin are not. on the best 
possible terms with the church,, they are not over 
scrupulous in their observance of .the rubric. I 
brought home provisions, more than enough for a 
dozen portly, gentlemen to have, fastted on during a. 
whole Lent. The cook had a good morning's worlp* 
.While she was. getting dinner reader,* Arsenia got 
up, and spent the early part of the day at her toilet. 
At noon came two of the players ; signor Rosimko 
andsignor Ricardo. Afterwards two actresses^ 
Constance and Cdinaura; then enteciBd Florimondev 
attended by a man who had all the appears^ce of a 
most spruce cavalier. He had his hair dressed in 
the most elegant manner, his hat set off with a 
fashionable plume, very tight breeches, and a shirt 
with a laced frill. His gloves and his handkerchief 
were in the hilt of his sword ; and he wore his cloak 
with a grace altogether peculiar to himself. . 

With a prepossessing physiognomy and a good 
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person, there was something extraordinary in the 
first blush of him. This gentleman^ said. I to myself, 
must be an ori^nal. I was not mistaken; his sin- 
clarities were striking. On his entrance, he raq^ 
. with open arms, and embraced the company, male 
and female, one after another. His grimaces were 
more extravagant than any I had yet seen in this 
region of foppery* . My prediction was not falsified 
. by his discourse. He dwelt with fondness on every 
syllable he uttered; and.pronounced his words in an 
emphatic tone, with gestures and glances artfully 
adapted to the subject* , I had the curiosity to ask 
Laura who this strange figure might, be. . I forgive 
you, said she, this instance of an inquisitive dispo^ 
sition. It is impossible to see and to hear signor 
Carlos Alonso de la Ventoleria for. the first tim&, 
without :having such a natural longing. I will paint 
him to the life. In the first place, he was originally 
. a player. He left the stage through caprice, and has 
since repented . in sober sadness Of the step. Did 
you notice bis darki hair? Eyery .thread- of it is 
pencilled, ae^'well as his eyebrows and his whiskers* 
He was bom in the reign of Saturn s father, in the 
age before the golden: but as there were no. parish 
registers at that time, he avails, himself ef the primi-^ 
.tive barbarism, and dates at least twenty centuries 
below the true epoch. Moreover, his self-sufficiency 
keeps pace with his antiquity. . He passed the 
ol^piads pf his. youth, in the. grossest ignora;ice$. 
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but i»kjta§ ft finery to bdoome InrBod ftbont the 
Ckfittiaa erm, he eofaged a pmade tiitot, w1m> 
taught him to gpell in Chwek and Latin. Nay rnoic^ 
he k AcywA by heart an infinite number of good stories, 
which he has given so oftoi as genuiney thai he 
actaaUy begins to beUeve them himself. They aie 
eternally pressed mto the service ; and it may trol^ 
be said that Ins wit shines at the expend of hk 
memory. He is thooght to be a great actoA*. I as! 
willing to believe it implioitly; bnt I mast- own, he is 
not to my taste. Ho declaima here sometimee ; and 
I have observed, among other defects^ an aflfectalbn 
in his delivery, with a tremulonsaess of vcieey bon- 
dering on Uie antiquated andsidicnlous. 

Sneb was the portiaity drawn by my abigail, of 
this honorary spouter : and never was mortal- of a 
more stately oarriaga^ He prided himsstfloo on 
being an agreeable companion* He never was at a 
loss for a commodity of trt^fematfluK i^di he-do^ 
Uvered widi an air of an^oiity* On^ the odier haadv 
the Thespian frt^mity w^e^ no^ tMik addicted to 
silmiee. They began canvassing their absent col<- 
le^gnes in a manner little consistent with chaiityf it 
fniist be owned ; but this is a failing, pardonable in 
players as well as in anthers. The &<e grew brisk, 
and the satire perscmal* You have notheai^ ladiei^ 
said RosimirO, a new stroke of our deaf bMheiv 
Gesarino* This very raotniug he bought silk stodl^ 
bgsi ribbonS) and laees, and sent them lo^iiehMMl 
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by a little page, as a present from a countess^ What 
% knainsh trick ! said signer de la Ventoleria^ with a 
stt^e made up of fatuity and conceit. In my ttmt 
there was more honesty ; we never thought of de- 
s^nding to such impositions. To be sure^ women 
of fashion were tender of Our inventite faculties; 
nor did they leave 9uch purchases to be made Out of 
imt o^m pockets: it was their whim. By the homrar 
of our house, said Ricardo in the same strain, that 
whim of theirs is lasting ; and if it were fldlowafote 

to kiss and tell But one must be ftecrtt on 

tltm% occ%sions, above all when persons of a certain 
rank ate coneemed. 

G^tlem^n, interrupted Florimonde, a truce, if 
you please, with your conquests and suocesses; 
liley are known over the* whole earl^. A-propos of 
Imtme. It is said that the nobleman, who has 
Hooled away so much money upon her, has at length 
focov^tred his senses. Yes indeed, exclaimed Coa^ 
stance ; and I can tell you besides, that she hat lost 
by the same stroke a snug little hero of the count- 
tng-honse, whose ruin would otherwise have bean 
signed and staled. I have the thing from the first 
hand. Her Mercury made an unfortunate nriatalea; 
tbt he carried a tender invitation to each, and del^ 
vtf^d them w^ong; These were great losses^ ary 
datUng, quoth Florimonde. Oh I as for that of tlia 
lotd, replied Constioiee^ it is a very trifling Sftaitteti 
Tlie iian of blood had almost run through'his estate; 
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but the litde fellow with the pen behind his ear was 
but just coming intaplay. He.had never been fleeced 
before: it is a pity he should have escaped so easily. 
' Such was the tenor of the conversation before 
dinner ; and it was not much mended in its morality 
at table.. As I should never have done with. the 
recital of all their ribaldry and nonsense^ the reader 
will excuse the omission, and pass on to the entrance 
4)f a poor devil, ycleped an author, who caUed just 
before the doth was taken away. 
•. Our little footboy came and. said to my mistress 
in an audible voice : Madam, a man in a (^rty shirty 
splashed up to his middle, with.very much the look 
of a poet, saving your presence, wants to speak with 
you. Let him walk up, answered. Arsenia. Keep 
your seats, gentlemen ; it is only an author. To. be 
sure so it was : one whose tragedy had be^n accepted; 
and he was bringing my mistress her part. His.- name 
was Pedro de Moya. Oa coming into the room,- he 
made five or six low bows, to the company, who neb* 
ther rose, nor took the least, notice^ of him. Arsenia 
just, returned his Miperabundant civilities with a 
slight inclination of the head* He came forward 
with tremor and embarrassment. He . dropped his 
gloves, ai^d let his hat fall. He Vientuised to pidt 
them up again; thenad^nmced towards my mistress^ 
and presenting to. her a .paper with .more ceremony 
than a defendant an afSdavit to the judge of the. 
court ::MadjGan, said,he>,have the gopdness. to receiTft 
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under your protection the part I take the liberty of 
^offering you. She stretched out her hand for it with 
.cold and contemptuous indifference; nor- did. sh^ 
, condescend even to notice the compliment by a look. 

But our author was not disheartened. Seizing 
this opportunity to distribute the cast, he gave oi)e 
character to Rosimiro and another to Florimoade, 
who treated him just as genteelly as Arsenia had 
done. . On the contrary, the low comedian^ a very 
pleajsant fellow, as those gentlemen for the most part 
affect to be, insulted him with the most cutting sar- 
casms. I^edro de Moya was not .made of stone. 
Tet he dared not take up the aggressor, lest his 
•piece should suffer, for it. He withdrew without 
saying a word, but stung to the quick, as it seemed 
to me, by his reception. He could not fail, in the 
transports of his anger, mentally to apostrophize the 
players aa they deserved : and the players, when he 
was gone, began to talk of authors in return with 
infinite deference and kindness. It should seem, 
said Florimonde, as if signer Pedro de Moya did not 
go away very well pleased. 

Well ! madam, cried Rosimiro, and why should 
you trouble yourself about that? Are we to study 
the feelings of authors ? If we were to admit them 
upon equal terms, it would only be the way to spoil 
them. I know that contemptible squad; I know 
them of old : they would soon forget their distance. 
There is no dealing with them but as slaves ; and as 
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Ihej may take themaaiTea tf in a pet sometimes^ Hie 
iUii of writmgbEmga them back again; and they ate 
tma^ to the third heavenay H we will but'condeaoend 
to ittpporf their piecea^ You are right, said Araenia; 
wse never bae ml author till we have made hb for- 
tune. When that in done, aa soon as we have pro- 
vided for the nngratefid devib, they get to be in 
good caae, and then they mn restive. Luckily the 
manager does not break hia heart after them, and 
one ia just aa good as another to the public. 

These liberal and aagacions remadcs met with 
their fiill share of a{)pflobation. It was carried 
unanimonaly that atithora, though teeated rathoc too 
scnrvily behind the scenes, w«re on the whole the 
obliged persons. These fretters of an hour ikpon the 
stage naked dm inhabitant of Parnassus below 
themselves; and maUee oould not degrade him 
lower. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

6^ Skis acquiriis a rek^fir the theatTBj and take& 
a JuU swing tf its pleasure hut soon becomes 
disgu^ed. 

TdEpartyrssatoti tjafote-^it was time! to go to llie 
-tiKOttie* . 'I went aftitf fifcn^ umA saw the play uigtost 
ikoA evenhig.. I iaock such .ddighi in it, ^tat 1 was 
"fk adsendihg. every dety. I never missed, and by 
jdegtfees g6t accustomed to ^e aetors. Sudi^ the 
foi^e of habit. L w«b porticvfaarly delighted wi& 
those who were most artificial and undatAial ; nor 
was - 1 singuliEU' in my ta»te. 

The beauties of composition affeeled me much otk 
the same pviiH^le: as the exeeflenne of repmiSenlia)- 
tloii. There were stMe pieces with winch I wapii 
cMmptiiied* I hkedv stnong 'others, those which 
lifiMighil all the earditols or ^a^ t^ve peete of 
Pimm nyonliie stage. I got hbld of striUng piev- 
sfMges is these iiiM^iMnparahle ^rformaaees. I n^eol^ 
ledt lisajt in two days I leimxt by heart a whide play, 
c^ed, 7%^ Q«06n ofFkfwers. The Rose, who wia 
the queen, had the Violet for her maid of honour, 
and tife Jessftm£» kft her prime minister. I ecmld 
c<9iffCeiv^ nothing more elegant or refined : such pro* 
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ductions seemed to be the triumph of our Spankb 
wit and inventioxi. 

I was not content to store my memory and disci- 
pline my mind with the chcucest selections from these 
•dramatic masterpieces : but I was bent on polishing 
my taste to the highest perfection. To secure this 
grand object, I listened with greedy ears to eyery 
word which fell from the lips of die players. If they 
oommended a piece, I was ravished by it: but sup- 
pose they pronounced it bad ? why then I maintained 
that it was infernal stuff. - I conceived that they must 
determine the merits of a play, as a jeweller the 
water of a diamond. And yet the tragedy by Pedro 
de Moya was eminently successful, though they had 
predicted its entire miscarriage* This however was 
no disparagement of their critical sldll in my estima- 
tion; and I had rather believe the audience to be 
divested of common sense, than doubt the infalli- 
bility of the company « But they assured, me on all 
liands, that tbeir judgments were usually confinned 
by the rule of contraites. ; It seemed to be a majom 
with them, to set their faces .point Uank. against, the 
taste of the puUic; and as a proof of thisi there were 
a thousand cases in point of unexpected successes 
and failures. All these testimonies were scarcely 
sufficient to undeceive me. 

. I shall never forget what happened one day at th^ 

, first representation of a new comedy. The performers 

bad pronounced it uninteresting and tedious; they 
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had even prophesied that it would not be heard to 
the end. Under this impression, they got through 
the first act, which was loudly applauded. This was 
-very astonishing! They played the second act; the 
•audience liked it still better than the first. The 
•actors were conibunded. What the devil, said 
Rosimiro, this comedy succeeds ! At last they went 
-X>n in the third act, which rose as a third act ought 
•to rise. I am quite thrown upon my back, said 
Ricardo ; we thought this piece would not be relished ; 
and all the world are mad after it Gentlemen, 
said one of the players archly, it is beoaA we hap- 
.pened accidentally to overlook all the wit. 

From this time I held my opinion no longer of the 
players as competent judges, and began to appreci- 
ate their merit more truly than they had estimated 
•that of the authors. All the lampoons which were 
current about them were fully justified. The actors 
and actresses ran riot on the applauses of the town, 
and stood so high in their own conceit, as. to think 
that they conferred a favour by appearing on. the 
boards. I was shocked at their pubUc misconduct ; 
but unfortunately reconciled myself too easily to 
their private manners, and plunged intadebaucherj^ 
How could I do otherwise ? Every word they ut* 
tered was poison in the ears of youth, and every 
scene th^t was^ presented^ an sdluring picture of cor* 
.ru]^tion. Had I been a stranger to what passed 
'.with Casilda, with Constance, and with the Qthor 
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mcXsemB^ Aftenia'ft koufte alolie wduld faare^ tteen 
•uffieieniibr my nunw .Besides the dldftoblbmea df 
whom I have spoken,, tere came ttiitilier 3ra!iing de- 
bauchees of fashion, who foiestaUed. their inherit- 
ances by the disinterested mediation of money-lsiv- 
ders:, and. sometimea we had effieei& under goverij^ 
meaty who wfese so far from veeei¥ing:feesy as at their 
pubUc^boaids/tlmt tliey paid mosteaotbitant ones tat 
Iheiprtvdcige of mizingpwitk such wondnpful society. 
, PloriHiendey who lived at next door, dined and 
supped with Arsenia every day. Their long ihtimacjr 
surprised every one. Coquets were not thought 
usually to mamtain so good aa uBdenrtandtng with 
-eachother. It was concluded thattheywould quatrtel^ 
sooner or lateri about some paramoun but siJBch rea- 
.^ners c<mld not see into the hearts o£ thieaeexcanpbdrj: 
frieadli. ^ey were aoited in the bondsrof indi^aolidile 
idfTt^ lBstcfadofharl90uriBg:jeabu8y^aoliM9r3TOiiieDy 
,tbey had every thing kr cemmeB.. ftey had laUmr 
divide the plunder of nastkind, %a dnldiahly ftU 
eriet,. and contend for sneh'tnRnlxery as heaite said 
aflfecttona* 

ijmra^ after the example of these two 3iastriioid 
imittiers^ timed the freih season of yondi to the bi^ 
4MkasU^. She had t<M me thai I shodid see 
atrange doiaga^ And yet i did not take up die 
jaaious part. I had proiraed to adopt the prhicl- 
pks of the connpaay ou that scone. For some days 
I kept tisy thoughts to myself. I only just took the 
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^lg liberty of askUig lier the names of themen ^vriiom she 
^. fkroured witli^ her.priyate ear. She always told ine 
that they W0re imcleB or couains. from^vviial a 
prolific family was she sprung! King Priam had no 
^ luck in prppag^alion, condpaied mthfaeraneestors^* 
^ Nor did this pteclous abigail confine herself to her 
uncles and cousins : she weftt:now and 'then to lay a* 
trap for unwary aliens, and personate the widow tff 
quality under the auspices of the discreet old dowa«> 
ger above mentioned. In short Laura, to hit ofi^ her 
character exactly, was just as young, ju^^ pretty, 
^ and just as loose as her mistress, whc^^ other 
advants^e over her, than that of figunng in a more 
public capacity. 

I was borne down by the torrent for three weeks, 
and ran the career of dissipation in my turn. But I 
must at the same time say for myself, that in the 
midst of pleasure, I frequently felt the still small 
voice of conscience, arising from the impression of a 
serious education, which mixed gall in the Circean 
^ cup. Riot could not altogether get the better of 
remorse: on the contrary, the pangs of the last grew 
keener with the more shameful indulgence of the 
first ; and, by a happy effect of my temperament, the 
disorders of a theatrical life began to make me shud- 
der* Ah I wretch, Jiaid I. to myself,, is it thus that 
you make good the hopes of your family? Is it not 
enough to hove thwarted their pious intaitions, by 
not following your destined course of life a& an in< 
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Btructor of youth ? Need your condition of a toirvant 
hinder 'you from living decently and sobeily? Are 
such monsters of iniquity fit companions for you? 
Envy, hatred, and avarice are predonunant here ; in- 
temperance and idleness have purchased the fee- 
simple there : the pride of some is aggravated into 
the niost barefaced impudence, and modesty is turned 
out of doors by the common/consent of all. The 
business is settled: I will not live any longer with the 
seven deadly sins* 
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